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PREFACE. 



The substance of the following chapters, was delivered 
by the Author, in a course of sermons which followed a 
series of expository lectures on the epistle to the Ephe- 
sians. The consecutive method of preaching, which he 
principally uses, is attended, he thinks, with this, among 
many other advantages, that it brings under the review of 
a minister^ many subjects which would otherwise be over- 
looked; aJQTords an opportunity for the introduction of 
some topics, which, from their peculiarity, seem to re- 
quire such a way of access to the pulpit; and also fur- 
nishes an apology, for the discussion of others, which 
the fastidiousness of modem delicacy has almost exclud- 
ed from the range of pastoral admonition. On entering 
upon the first branch of relative duties, the author was 
so much under the influence, perhaps improperly, of 
this excess of refinement, and felt so much the difficulty 
of making a public statement of the duties of husbands 
and wives, that he had determined at one time, to re- 
lieve himself from the embarrassment, by merely reading 
large extracts from Mr. Jay's beautiful sermon on this 
subject. Afler he had preached two discourses, and 
thus discharged, as well as he was able, this rather per- 
plexing task, he received a numerously signed petition 
from many husbands and their wives, be\oii^\Tv^ \.o \vvi^ 
coBgregatioD, requesting that they nugYiDa^ i^^ttiMSX^^ 
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to read in print, the statement of their, mutual obliga- 
tions, which they had heard delivered with so much fi- 
delity and impartiality from the pulpit. Instead of be- 
ing limited by this request, the Author has gone beyond 
it, and sent forth the whole series of relative duties ; 
thus furnishing a manual of advice, in which all the mem- 
bers of the household may find something appropriate 
to the peculiarity of their circumstances. 

It is an unquestionable truth, that if a man be not hap- 
py at Jiome, he cannot be happy any where ; and the 
converse of the proposition is no less true, that he who 
is happy there, need be miserable no where. " It is the 
place of all the world I love most," said the interesting 
Author of the Task, when speaking of home. And he 
may be felicitated who can say the same. Any attempt, 
however feeble, to render the domestic circle what it 
ever should be, a scene of comfort, is at least benevo- 
lent. Nor is this a hopeless effort ; for he who has the 
Bible in his hand, and speaks as the oracles of Go4, can 
disclose at once, and in few words, the important secret. 
The principles of greatest consequence to mankind, 
whether we refer to science or to morals, lie not buried 
deep in gloom and mystery, but are to be found, like 
the manna of the Israelites, upon the surfaee of things. 
The secret of happiness lies folded up in the leaves of 
the Bible, and is carried in the bosom of religion. The 
Author knows of no other way to felicity, and therefore 
does not profess to teach any other. Let the two par- 
ties in wedded life, be believers in Christ Jesus, and 
partake themselves of the peace that passeth under- 
standing; let them, when they become a father and a 
mother, bring up their children in the fear of God ; and 
as a master and a mistress, be diligent and successful in 
instructing their servants in the principles of religion, 
and if happiness is to be found upon earth, it will be en- 
joyed within the hallowed circle of a family, thus uni- 
ted by love, and sanctified by grace. 
The Author does not deny, that much of worldly 
comfort may be, and often is en^oye^ Va %otafe toSi\^^, 
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which neither possess nor profess a serious regard to the 
claims of religion ; while it must be acknowledged^ on 
the other hand, that there are to be found professors of 
religion, whose households are any thing but happy ones. 
In reference to the former, it may be aifirmed, that pie- 
ty, while it would raise their enjoyments to a sublimer 
kind, and a higher degree of happiness in this world, 
would also perpetuate it through eternity ; and in refer- 
ence to the latter, it may be remarked that their disqui- 
etude is not produced by religion, but occasioned by the 
want of it. A mere profession of the Christian faith, is 
rather a hindrance to felicity than a help ; nothing short 
of real religion can be expected to yield its joys. 

In the following pages, there will be found numerous 
and long extracts from an incomparably excellent work, 
by the Rev. Christopher Anderson, of Edinburgh, enti- 
tled " The Domestic Constitution." Of that volume, 
the Author feels that his own i« not worthy, in any in- 
stance, to be the harbinger ; but should he find that he 
has introduced any families to an acquaintance with a 
treatise, so well worthy of their most serious attention, 
he will be thankful for that measure of benefit, and re- 
joice that he has not labored in vain. 

EgbasUm, September 13, 1828, 
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CHAPTER I. 

TH£ DOMESTIC CONSTITUTION, AND THE MUTUAL 
DUTIES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES. 

t 

« By thee 
Foniiiled in reason, loyal, just and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of Father, Son, and Brother, first were known. 
Far be it that I should write thee, sin or blame, 
Or think thee unbemting holiest place. 
Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets !" MILTOK. 

A family! How delightful the. astsinmationsi we form wfth 
such a word! How pleasing the images with which it 
crowds the mind, and how tender the emotions which it 
awakens in the heart! Who can wonder that domestic 
happiness should he a theme dear to poetrj, and that it 
should have called forth some of the sweetest strains of 
fancy and of feeling ? Or who can he surprised, that of 
all the sweets which present themselves in the vista of 
futurity, to the eye of those who are setting out on the 
journey of life,this should excite the most ardent desires, 
and engage the most active pursuits? But alas! of those 
who in the ardor of youth, start for the possession of this 
dear prize, how many fail! And why? Because theilr im- 
CLgiMmon cilone %8 engaged in the subject: they haye oo 
definite ideas of what it means, nor of the way in which 
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it is to be obtained. It is a mere lovely creation of a 
romantic mind, and oftentimes with such persons, fades 
away, 

I " And like the baseless fabrick of a vision, 

** Leaves not a roredc behind." 

It may be of service, therefore, to lay open the sour- 
ces of domestic happiness, and to show that these are to 
be found, not in the flowery regions of imagination, 
but amidst the sober realities of piety, chaste love, pru- 
dence, and well formed connexions. These precious 
springs are within the reach of all who will take the 
right path that leads to them : and this is the way of 
knowledge. We must make ourselves acquainted with 
the nature, designs, and importance of the family com- 
pact : we must ansdyse this union to ascertain its ele- 
ments, its laws, and its purposes. Who can be a good 
member of any state, without knowing the nature of its 
constitution, and the laws by which it is directed? 
And it is equally vain, to look for domestic happiness 
without a clear insight into the ends and laws which 
Providence has laid down in the formation of the house- 
hold. 

In the discussions which have been agitated, to settle 
the question, as to the form of civil government best a- 
dapted to secure the welfare of the human race, the 
FAMILY CONSTITUTION has bccn too much overlooked. 
Speculation heu3 beea indulged, and theories proposed by 
their respective authors, in reference to the greater ag- 
gregations of society, with all the confidence of (Macu- 
lar authority; while at the same time, it is evident they 
have forgotten, how much the well being of states is de- 
pendent on the well being of the families of which all 
states are composed. If there be any truth in the fig- 
ure, by which a nation is compared to a pillar> we should 
recollect, that while individuals are the materials of 
which it is formed, it is the good condition of families 
that constitute the cement which holds it together, and 
gives to its fine form, solidity and durability. Let thid 
be wanting, and however inherently excellent the mate- 
rials, however elegant the shape, however omanieiited 
the base^tbe shaft; or the capital may be^ it contains in 
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itself a principle of decay, an active cause of dilapida- 
tion and ruin. 

The domestic constitution is a divine institute. Grod 
formed it himself. He taketh the solitary, and settetb 
him in families ; and like all the rest of his works, it is 
well and wisely done. It is, as a system of government, 
quite unique ; neither below the heavens, nor above 
them, is there any thing precisely like it. In some re- 
spects it resembles the civil government of a state ; in 
others, the ecclesiastical rule of a church ; and it is there 
that the church and the state may be said to meet. 
" This meeting, however, is only on a very small scale, 
and under very peculiar circumstances." When di- 
rected as it should be, every family has a sacred char- 
acter, inasmuch as the head of it acts the part of both 
the prophet and priest of the household, by instructing 
them in the knowledge, and leading them in the wor- 
ship of Grod ; while at the same time, he discharges the 
duties of a king, by supporting a system of order, subor- 
dination and discipline. Conformably with its nature, 
is its design; beyond the benefit of the individuals which 
compose itj and which is its first and immediate object, 
it is intended to promote the welfare of the national com- 
munity to whioh it belongs, and of which it is a part: 
hence every nation has stamped a great value on the 
family compact, and guarded it with the most pow- 
erful sanctions. Well instructed, well ordered, and 
well governed families, are the springs, which, from their 
retirements, send forth the tributary streams that make up 
by their confluence, the majestic flow of national great- 
ness and prosperity ; nor can any state be prosperous, 
where family order and subordination are generally neg- 
lected ; nor otherwise than prosperous, whatever be its 
political form, where these are generally maintained. It 
is certainly under the wise instruction, and the impartial 
sceptre of a father, and within the little family circle, 
that the son becomes a good citizen ; it is by the fireside 
and upon the family hearth, that loyalty and patriot- 
isni and every public virtue grows ; as it is in disorder- 
ed families, that factious demagogues, and turbulent re- 
bels, and tyrannical oppressoTS,aretTaiued u^ \.o\i^ VJassa 
neighbor's torment, or their country"* a fico\w%^. AxS* 



10 THE FAMILY MONITOR: OR 

there that the thorn and the briar, to use the elegant 
simile of the prophet, or the myrtle and the fir tree, are 
reared, which are in future time, to be the ornament and 
defence, or the deformity and misery of the land. 

But has the domestic constitution a reference only to 
the present world and its perishable interests ? By no 
means. All Grod's arrangments for man, view him; and 
are chiefly intended for him, in his relation to eternity. 
The eye of Deity is upon that immortality to which 

, he has destined the human race. ^' £very family has, 
in fact, a sacred character belonging to it, which may 
indeed, be forgotten or disdained; but the family is con- 
stituted, and ought, therefore, to be conducted with the 
prospect of the rising generation following that which 
precedes it,not only to the grave ,but to eternity."* Eve- 
ry member of every household is an immortal creature ; 
every one that leaves the circle by death, goes into an 
eternity of torment or of bliss. Now since all the in- 
stitutes of Grod look to another world as their chief and 
ultimate reference, surely, surely, that institute which is 
the most powerful of all, in the formation of character, 
must be considered as set up with a special intention to 
prepare the subjects of it for ^^ glory, honor, immortali- 
ty, and eternal life." 

No one judges aright of this household compact, nor 
can any be in a capacity rightly to perform its duties, 
who does not consider tlus double relation which it bears 
to the state and to the church, and who does not view 
it as a preparatory system, for training up the good citi- 
zen and the real christian. And for these objects, how 
great is the power which it really possesses : how con- 
siderable is the mutual influence of husbands and wives, 
in moulding each others taste, or modifying each others 
dispositions ; of parents, in forming the character of 
their children and servants ; and of brothers and sis- 
ters, in stimulating and guiding each others pursuits. 
The power of other constitutions is remote, occasional, 
and feeble ; but this is close, constant and mighty. 
With other systems, the character is only casually 
brought into contact ; but this always touches us. We 
lire, and move, and have our being in the very centre 

of it, So powerful is the inftuencQ of \.\i\^ ^^«^q)v^\^tv 

*A&d«noiu 
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on its nembers, that it has preserved them by the bless^ 
ing of God, in the possession of piety and morality, in 
times and places of the greatest corruption of manners. 
^' On what vantage ground does the conscientious chris- 
tian parent here stand! The springs of public and social 
life may be greatly corrupted ; the nation in which he 
dwells may degenerate into licentiousness, into idolatry, 
or into the most daring infidelity. Retiring then to this 
sacred inclosure, he may entrench himself, and there, 
lifting up a standard for God, either wait the approach 
of better days, or leave a few behind him, on whom 
the best blessings of those days will certainly descend. 
Though the heavens be shut up and there be no dew, 
the little enclosure which he cultivate8,like the fleece of 
Gideon, will discover evident marks of the divine favor. 
It actusilly seems as though in the wide scene,where the 
vices of the age, may, and can reign triumphant, this 
were some secure and sacred retreat, into which they 
cannot, dare not enter."* 

It must be evident, however, that the great ends of 
the domestic economy cannot be kept in view, nor the 
moral power of it displayed, unless the heads of it right- 
ly.understand their duty, and have a disposition proper- 
ly to perform it. They must be christians in reality, or 
no christian government can be maintained. Where 
religion is wanting as the basis of their union, these 
happy fruits of it cannot be expected. The inferior and 
secondary object may be accomplished in the absence 
of parental piety, though neither so certainly, nor so ef- 
fectually ; but as to the more sublime and permanent 
end of the family constitution, which connects its mem- 
bers with the church of Grod on earth, and the compa- 
ny of the redeemed in heaven, this cannot be looked for, 
where the father and the mother are destitute of true 
reliffion. Oh, how many interesting households are to 
be found, where all the mere social virtues are cultiva- 
ted with assiduity, where the domestic charities all flour- 
ish, and public excellence is cherished, but which, on 

* Mr. Aadenon in support and illustration of this beautiful sentiment, brings forward 
the families of the Kenites, and the Rechabites, whose history he lT«Lce^ vQ!\«^«sn>Nxx* 
bt like ft fmt and vigorous stream, urging its course through a luxbidLVaktt^ ^r^^^'^v*^ 
ters of whicb it refatet to blendj and maintaiains its oiru caaxftcUii»\ic^vBBai&iilc«Kt««iAi- 
iMfia^anty. 
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there that the thorn and the hriar, to use the elegant 
simile of the prophet, or the myrtle and the fir tree, are 
reared, which are in future time, to be the ornament and 
defence, or the deformity and misery of the land. 

But has the domestic constitution a reference only to 
the present world and its perishable interests ? By no 
means. All Grod's arrangments for man, view him; and 
are chiefly intended for him, in his relation to eternity. 
The eye of Deity is upon that immortality to which 
he has destined the human race. ^' £very family has, 
in fact, a sacred character belonging to it, which may 
indeed, be forgotten or disdained; but the family is con- 
stituted, and ought, therefore, to be conducted with the 
prospect of the rising generation following that which 
precedes it,not only to the grave,but to eternity."* Eve- 
ry member of every household is an immortal creature ; 
every one that leaves the circle by death, goes into an 
eternity of torment or of bliss. Now since all the in- 
stitutes of Grod look to another world as their chief and 
ultimate reference, surely, surely, that institute which is 
the most powerful of all, in the formation of character, 
must be considered as set up with a special intention to 
prepare the subjects of it for ^^ glory, honor, immortali'^ 
ty, and eternal life." 

No one judges aright of this household compact, nor 
can any be in a capacity rightly to perform its duties, 
who does not consider this double relation which it bears 
to the state and to the church, and who does not view 
it as a preparatory system, for training up the good citi- 
zen and the real christian. And for these objects, how 
great is the power which it really possesses : how con- 
siderable is the mutual influence of husbands and wives, 
in moulding each others taste, or modifying each others 
dispositions ; of parents, in forming the character of 
their children and servants ; and of brothers and sis- 
ters, in stimulating and guiding each others pursuits. 
The power of other constitutions is remote, occasional, 
and feeble ; but this is close, constant and mighty. 
With other systems, the character is only casually 
brought into contact ; but this always touches us. We 
lire, and move, and have our being in the very centre 
ofjt So powerful is the inftuencQ oi \Xi\d ^^«^q\.^\^tv 

*Andenoiu 
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on its nembers, that it has preserved them by the bless^ 
ing of God, in the possession of piety and morality, in 
times and places of the greatest corruption of manners. 
^' On what vantage ground does the conscientious chris- 
tian parent here stand! The springs of public and social 
life may be greatly corrupted ; the nation in which he 
dwells may degenerate into licentiousness, into idolatry, 
or into the most daring infidelity. Retiring then to this 
sacred inclosure, he may entrench himself, and there, 
lifting up a standard for God, either wait the approach 
of better days, or leave a few behind him, on whom 
the best blessings of those days will certainly descend. 
Though the heavens be shut up and there be no dew, 
the little enclosure which he cultivate8,like the fleece of 
Gideon, will discover evident marks of the divine favor. 
It actually seems as though in the wide scene,where the 
vices of the age, may, and can reign triumphant, this 
were some secure and sacred retreat, into which they 
cannot, dare not enter."* 

It must be evident, however, that the great ends of 
the domestic economy cannot be kept in view, nor the 
moral power of it displayed, unless the heads of itright- 
ly^understand their duty, and have a disposition proper- 
ly to perform it. They must be christians in reality, or 
no christian government can be maintained. Where 
religion is wanting as the basis of their union, these 
happy fruits of it cannot be expected. The inferior and 
secondary object may be accomplished in the absence 
of parental piety, though neither so certainly, nor so ef- 
fectually ; but as to the more sublime and permanent 
end of the family constitution, which connects its mem- 
bers with the church of God on earth, and the compa- 
ny of tlie redeemed in heaven, this cannot be looked for, 
where the father and the mother are destitute of true 
relieion. Oh, how many interesting households are to 
be round, where all the mere social virtues are cultiva- 
ted with assiduity, where the domestic charities all flour- 
ish, and public excellence is cherished, but which, on 

'Mr.Aadenon in support and illustration^ of this beautiful sentiment, Ininga forward 
the families of the Kenites, and the Rechabites, whose history he traces^ «».d «bsN«% >1^* 
bt like ft jme and vigorous stream, urging its course throne^ a l^uVAdVak^^'^pni^^^A'^^ 
ters of which it reffuet to biend, and maintsiaing Ua oira claxftcVeii»\ift^«a»i^ wKtowAr 
iMf impwritf. 
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account of the want of vital godliness, are still losing 
the highest end of their union, and carrying on no 
preparatory course of education for the skies, and are 
destined to be swept away with the wreck of nations 
that know not God, and the wicked who shall be turned 
into hell. Alas, alas! that from such sweet sceneu^ 
such lovely retreats of connubial love and domestic 
peace, to which learning, science, wealth, elegance, 
have been admitted, religion should be excluded ; and 
that while many wise and interesting guests are contin- 
ually welcomed to the house, He only should be refus- 
ed, who blessed the little family of Bethany ; who, 
wherever he goes, carries salvation in his train, and 
gives immortedity to the joys which would otherwise 
perish forever. 

Precious, indeed, are the joys of a happy family ; but 
oh, how fleet! How soon must the circle be broken up, 
how suddenly may it be ! What scenes of delight, re- 
sembling gay visions of fairy bliss, have all been unex- 
pectedly wrapt in shadow and gloom, by misfortune, by 
sickness, by death. The last enemy has entered the 
paradise, and by expelling one-\#f its tenants, has 
embittered the scene to the rest ; the ravages of de^th 
have been in some cases followed by the desolations of 
poverty, and they who once dwelt together in the hap- 
py enclosure, have been separated and scattered to 
meet no more. But religion, true religion, if it be pos- 
sessed, will gather them together again, after this de- 
struction of their earthly ties, and conduct them to 
another paradise, into which no calamity Shall enter, and 
from which, no joy shall ever depart. 

Happy then would it be, for all who stand related by 
these household ties^ if the bonds of nature were hal- 
lowed and rendered permanent by those of divine grace. 
To found our union on any basis which does not contain 
religion in its formation, is to erect it (m a quicksand, 
and to expose it to the fury of a thousand billows, each 
of which may overturn the fabric of our comfort in a 
moment : but to rest it upon religion, is to found it upon 
a rock, where we shall individually still find a refuge, 
when the nearest and dearest relations are swept away 
bj the tide of dissolution. 
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It is a pleasing reflection, that the domestic consti- 
tution depends not for its existence, its laws, its right 
administration, or its rich advantages, either upon fami- 
ly possessions, or the forms of national policy. It 
may live and flourish in all its tender charities, and all 
its sweet felicities, and all its moral power, in the cot- 
tage as*" well as in the mansion ; under the shadow 
of liberty, and even under the scorching heat of ty- 
ranny. Like the church of which it is in some respects 
the emblem, it accommodates itself to every changing 
form of surrounding society, to every nation and to ev- 
ery age. Forming with the church the only two insti- 
tutions ever set up by God, as to their frame work ; like 
its kindred institute, it remains amidst the ruins of the 
fall, the lapse of ages, and the changes of human affairs^ 
the monument of what has been, the standing predic- 
tion of what shall be. Tyrants that crush the liberties 
of a state, cannot destroy the constitution of a family : 
and even persecutors that silence the preacher, and 
scatter the congregation, cannot hush the voice of pa- 
rental instruction, or extinguish parental influence. Re- 
ligion, hunted and driven by human power from the 
place of public concourse, would still find a retreat, as 
it oflen has done under such circumstances, in the house- 
hold of faith ; and there would keep alive upon the 
family altar, that holy fire, with which the sacrifices of 
the temple, under happier auspices, shall be offered. 
Neither families nor the church of the redeemed, shall 
ever be entirely lost, whatever changes the world may 
yet have to pass through : " but blessing and being 
blest, will of themselves alone one day introduce the 
millennium."* 

To all, therefore, who are united in the bonds of this 
relationship, I offer the consideration of these pages ; 
which prescribe duties, and present advantages, belong- 
ing alike to all. Domestic happiness, in many respects, 
resembles the manna which was granted to the Israel- 
ites in the wilderness ; like that precious food, it is the 
gifl of Grod which cometh down from heaven ; it is not 
to be purchased with money ; it is dispensed alike to 
the rich and to the poor, and accommodaXe^ *\\.%^lVo w- 

^8e9 Aodcnoo aoid Ihtis^ 
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erj taste ; it is given with an abundance that meets the 
wants of all who desire it ; to be obtained, it must be 
religiously sought in God's own way of bestowing it ; 
and is granted to man as a refreshment during his pil- 
grimage through this wilderness, to the celestial Ua- 
naan. 

Marriaga is the foundation of the domestic con- 
stitution : thisj says the apostle, ^^ is honorable in all ;' 
and he has condemned, as '^ a doctrine of devils," 
the opinions of those by whom it is forbidden. It is an 
institute of God, was established in £den, was honored 
by the personal attendance of Christ, and furnished an 
occasion for the first of that splendid series of miracles, 
by which he proved himself to be the Son of God, and 
the Saviour of the world. But there is another mark of 
distinction put upon it by the Holy Ghost, where it is 
said, ^^This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church." Eph. v. 32. Many commen- 
tators, I am aware, consider the term mystery as having 
no allusion to the nuptial tie, but as applying exclusive- 
ly to the union of Christ and the church. If this be 
the case, it seems difficult to account for the introduc- 
tion of this union at all, or to explain what bearing it has 
upon the subject in hand. Besides, the two-fold refer- 
ence to the mediatorial undertaking of Christ, which is 
made by the apostle, when he enforces the duties of hus- 
band and wife, seems to confirm the opinion, that he re- 
presents the conjugal union, as a type or symbol of the 
close and endearing relation in which the church stands 
to its divine Redeemer. Nothing can throw a higher 
sanctity over this conexion, nor invent it with greater 
honor, than such a view of it. Distinguishing, as it does, 
man from brutes ; providing not only for the continu- 
ance, but for the comfort of our 'species ; containing at 
once, the source of human happiness, and of all those 
virtuous emotions and generous sensibilities, which re- 
fine and adorn the character of man, it can never as a 
general subject be guarded with too much solicitous vig- 
ilance, nor be contracted, in particular instances, with 
too much prudence and care. 
Ib proportion to the importance of the connexion it- 

selj^ must be a right view and a due pQT{on&»sx<^^ ol \\3l<^ 

obligatiom arising out of it. 
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First. There are duties common to both tarties. 
Secondly, there are duties more particularly en- 
joined UPON EACH. 

My FIRST object will be to state those duties which 

ARE COMMON TO BOTH HUSBAND AND WIFE. 

1. The first which I mention, and which is the ground 
of all the rest, is love. 

Let this be wanting, atid marriage is degraded at oncM 
into a brutal or a sordid compact. This duty, whicll!,^^ 
though for reasons which we shall consider in due place, 
is especially enjoined on the husband, belongs equally 
to the wife. It must be mutual, or there can be no hap- 
piness ; none for the party which does not love, for how , 
dreadful the idea of being chained for life to an individ- 
ual for whom we have no affection ; to be almost ever in ■ ' 
the company of a person from whom we are driven back 
by revulsion, yet driven back upon a bond which prevents 
all separation and escape ; nor can there be any hap- 
piness for the party that does love ; such an unrequited 
affection must soon expire, or live only to consume that 
wretched heart in which it burns. A married couple 
without mutual regard, is one of the most pitiable spec- 
tacles on earth. Phey cannot, and, indeed, in ordinary 
circumstances, ought not to separate, and yet they re- 
main united only to be a torment to each other. They 
serve one important purpose, however, in the history of 
mankind, and that is, to be a beacon to all who are yet 
disengaged, to warn them against the sin and folly of 
forming this union, upon any other basis than that of a 
pure and mutual attachment ; and to admonish all that are 
so united, to watch with most assiduous vigilance their 
mutual regard, that nothing be allowed to damp the sa- 
cred flame. 

As the union should be formed on the basis of love, 
■o should great care be taken, especially in the early 
stages of it, that nothing might arise to unsettle or loos- 
en our attachments. Whatever knowledge we may ob-^ 
tain of each others tastes and habits, before mari iage, it 
is neither so accurate, so comprehensive, nor so impres-* 
sive, as that which we acquire by living together ; and 
it is of prodigious consequence, thatwYieii \\\.\\ft ^^'l^^iXs^ 
are £r8t Dotieed, and trivial faults and o^^o^Mvota^k^ 
occur, tbey ahould not be allowed to iptoduc^ ttSi'^ajfiSa?' 
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▼orable impression upon the mind. The remarks of 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor in his inimitably beautiful ser- 
mon, entitled, " The Marriage Ring," are so much in 
point, that I shall introduce a long extract in reference 
to this idea. 

" Man and wife are equally concerned to avoid all 
offences of each other in the beginning of their conver- 
sation ; every little thing can blast an infant blossom ; 
':«nd the breath of the south can shake the little rings of 
the vine, when first they begin to curl like the locks of 
a new weaned boy ; but when by age and consolidation 
they stiffen into the hardness of a stem, and have by the 
fewarm rays of the sun, and the kisses of heaven, brought 
^l^rth their clusters, they can endure the storms of the 
^ north, and the loud noises of a tempest, and yet never 
be b|*oken : so are the early unions of an unfixed mar- 
riage ; watchful and observant, jealous and busy, in- 
quisitive and careful, and apt to take alarm at every un- 
kind word. For infirmities do not manifest themselves 
in the first scenes, but in the succession of a long soci- 
ety ; and it is not chance or weakness when it appears 
at first, but if is want of love or prudence, or it will be 
so expounded ; and that which appears ill at first, usu- 
ally affrights the inexperienced man or woman, who 
maices unequal conjectures, and fancies mighty sorrows 
by the proportion of the new and early unkindness. It 
18 a very great passion, or a huge folly, or a certain 
want of love, that cannot preserve the colors and beau- 
ties of kindness, so long as public honesty requires a 
man to wear their sorrows for the death of a friend. 
Plutarch compares a new marriage to a vessel before 
the hoops are on, every thing dissolves its tender compag- 
inations ; but when the joints are stiffened and are tied 
by a firm compliance and proportioned bending, scarce- 
ly can it be dissolved without fire, or the violence of 
iron. Afler the hearts of the man and wife are endear- 
ed and hardened by a mutual confidence and experi- 
ence, longer than artifice and pretence can last, there 
are a great many remembrances, and some things pre- 
sent, that dash all little unkindnesses in pieces. 

'^ Let man and wife be careful to stifle little things, 
that as fast as tbey spring, they be cm\. ^oiHOi «iid Uod 
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upon ; for if they be suffered to grow by numbers, they 
make the spirit peevish, and the society troublesome, 
and thaaffections loose and uneasy by an habitual aver- 
sation. Some men are more vexed with a fly than with a 
wound ; and when the gnats disturb our sleep, and the 
reason is disquieted, but not perfectly awakened,it is of- 
ten seen that he is fuller of trouble than if in the 
dayligkt of his reason he were to contest with a potent^ 
enemy. In the frequent little accidents of a family, a^ 
man's reason cannot always be awake ; and when his ^J 
discourses are imperfect and a trifling trouble makes ^ 
him yet more refetless, he is soon betrayed to the vio- 
lence of passion. It is certain that the man or woman 
are in a state of weakness and folly then, when they can 
be troubled with a trifling accident ; and therefore it is 
not good to tempt their aflTections, when they are in 
that state of danger. In this case the caution is, to 
subtract fuel from the sudden flame ; for stubble, 
though it be quickly kindled, yet it is as soon extinguish- 
ed, if it be not blown by a pertinacious breath, or fed with 
new materials. Add no new provocations to the acci- 
dent, and do not inflame this, and peace will soon re- 
turn, and the discontent will pass away soon, as the 
sparks from the collision of a flint ; ever remembering, 
that discontents proceeding from daily little things, do 
breed a secret undiscernible disease, which is more dan- 
gerous than a fever proceeding from a discerned notori- 
ous surfeit." 

If they would preserve love, let them be sure to stu- 
dy most accurately each other's tastes and distastes, 
and most anxiously abstain from whatever, even in the 
minutest things, they know to be contrary to them. The 
ancients in their conjugal allegories, used to represent 
Mercury standing by Venus, to signify that by fair lan- 
guage, and sweet entreaties, the minds of each other 
should be united. 

If they would preserve love, let them most carefully 
avoid all curious and frequently repeated distinctions of 
MINE and THINE : for this hath caused all the laws, and 
all the suits, and all the wars in the world ; let them 
who have but one person, have also but one inlex^^. 
Instances may occur in which there may audi xdkm*.\^^^ 

2* 
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a separate investiture of property, and'^a sovereign inde- 
pendent right of disposal in the woman ; in this case, 
the most anxious care should be taken by the husband 
not to attempt to invade that right, and by the wife, nei- 
ther ostentatiously to speak of it, nor rigidly to claim 
it, nor selfishly to exercise it. In ordinary cases, "they 
should be heirs to each other, if they die childless ; and 
if there be children,the wife should be with thenrti part- 
ner in the inheritance. But during their life the use 
and employment is common to both their necessities, 
and in this there is no other difference of right, but that 
the man hath the dispensation of all, and may keep it 
from his wife, just as the governor of a town may keep 
it from the right owner ; he hath the power but not the 
r^^todo so." 

2. Mutual respect is a duty of married life ; for 
though as we shall afterwards consider, especial rever- 
ence is due from the wife, yet is respect due from the 
husband also. 

As it is difficult to respect those, who are not entitled 
to it on any other ground than superior rank or com- 
mon relationship, it is of immense consequence, that 
we should present to each other, that conduct which 
deserves respect and commands it. Moral esteem is 
one of the firmest supports, and strongest guards of 
love ; and a high degree of excellence cannot fail to pro- 
duce such esteem. We are more accurately known to 
each other in this connexion, than either to the world, or 
even to our own servants and children. The privacies 
of such a relationship lay open our motives, and all the 
interior of our character ; , so that we are better known 
to each other than we are to ourselves. If therefore, we 
would be respected, we should.be respectable. Chari- 
ty covers a multitude of faults, it is true ; but we must 
not presume too far upon the credulity and blindness of 
afieccion ; there is a point beyond which, even love can- 
not be blind to the crimson coloring of a guilty action. 
Every piece of really sinful conduct^ the impropriety of 
which cannot be mistaken, tends to sink us in each oth- 
er's esteem, and thus to remove the' safe guards of af- 
ftction. Perhaps this has not been sufficiently thought 
oTin wedded Im^ the parties of which have been some- 
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times anxious meYely to cover their delinquencies from 
the world, forgetful that it is a dreadful thing to lose 
their mutual respect. It is delightfully striking te ob- 
serve, how some pairs, of eminent moral worth, regard 
each other ; what reverence is blended with their love, 
and how like to angel forms of heavenly excellence 
they appear to one another. 

tn ail the conduct of the conjugal state then, there 
should be the most marked and unvarying mutual re- 
spect evajl^in little things: there must be no searching 
after fauK9, nor examining, with microscopic scrutiny, 
such as cannot be concealed ; no reproachful epithets ; 
no rude contempt ; no incivility ; no Cold neglect: 
there should be courtesy without ceremony ; politeness 
without formality ; attention without slavery ; it should, 
in short, be the tenderness of love, supported by esteem, 
and guided by politeness. And then, we must maintain 
our mutual respectability before others ; strangers, 
friends, servants, children, must all be taught to respect 
us, from what they see in our behaviour. It is in the high- 
est degree improper, for either party to do an action, to 
say a word, or assume a look, that shall have the remo- 
test tendency to lower the other in public esteem. 

3. Mutual attachment to each other's society, 
is a common duty of husband and wife. 

We are united to be companions ; to live together, 
to walk together, to talk together. The husband is 
commanded " to dwell with the wife according to know- 
ledge." "This," says Mr. Jay, "intends nothing 
less than residence, opposed to absence and roving. It 
is absurd, for those who have no prospect of dwelling 
together, to enter this state ; and those who are already 
in it, should not be unnecessarily abroad. Circumstan- 
ces of various kinds will doubtless render occasional ex- 
cursions unavoidable ; but let a man return as soon as 
the design of his absence is accomplished, and let him 
always travel with the words of Solomon in his mind, 
^ As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a tnka that 
wandereth from his place. ' Can a man while from home, 
discharge the duties he owes to his household? Can 
he discipline his children? Can he maintain t\sA ^^t- 
Miip of God in bia family? I know it va i\xib &nX^ ^^ ^^d^ 
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wife to lead the devotions in the absence of the hus- 
band ; and she should take it up as a cross, if not for 
the time as a privilege. Few, however, are thus dis- 
posed, and hence one of the sanctuaries of God for 
weeks and months together is shut up. — I am sorry to 
say, that there are some husbands who seem fonder of 
any society than the company of their wives. It ap- 
pears in the disposal of their leisure hours. How few 
of these are appropriated to the wife! The evenings 
are the most domestic periods of the day. Tttthese the 
wife is peculiarly entitled — she is now mo^ree from 
her numerous cares, and most at liberty to enjoy read- 
ing and conversation. It is a sad reflection upon a' 
man when he is fond of spending his evening abroad. 
It implies something bad, and it predicts something 
worse." 

And then to ensure as far as possible, the society of 
her husband, at his own fireside, let the wife be " a keep- 
er at home," and do all in her power to render that fire 
side as attractive as good temper, neatness, and cheer- 
ful, affectionate conversation can make it ; let her strive 
to make his own home, the sofl green on which his 
heart loves to repose in the sunshine of domestic enjoy- 
ment. We can easily imagine, that even in Paradise, 
when man had no apparition of guilt, no visions of 
crime, no spectral voice from a troubled conscience, to 
make him dread solitude, and flee from it, that even then, 
Adam liked not, on his return from the labor of dress- 
ing the garden, to find Eve absent from their bower, but 
wanted the smile of her countenance to light up his own, 
and the musick of her voice to be the melody of his 
soul. Think, then, how miich more in his fallen estate, 
with guilt upon his conscience, and care pressing upon 
his heart, does man now, on coming from the scenes of 
his anxious toil, need the aid of woman's companion- 
ship, to drive away the swarm of buzzing cares, that 
light upon the heart to sting it ; to smooth the brow ruf- 
fled with sadness ; to tranquilize the bosom agitated 
with passion ; and at once to reprove and comfort the 
mind that has in some measure yielded to temptation. 
O, woman! thou knowest the hour when ^^ the good man 
of the bou^Q " will return, at mid-day, while the sun i^ 
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jet bowing down the laborer with the fierceness of hui 
beams, or at evening, when the heat and burden of the 
day are past ; do not let him, at such a time, when he is 
weary with exertion, and faint with discouragement, find, 
upon his coming to his habitation, that the foot which 
should hasten to meet him, is wandering at a dis- 
tance, that the sofl hand which should wipe away the 
sweat from his brow, is knocking at the door of other 
houses : nor let him find a wilderness, where he should 
enter a garden ; confusion, where he ought to see or- 
der ; or filth that disgusts, where he might hope to be- 
hold neatness, that delights and attracts. If this be 
the case, who can wonder, that in the anguish of dis- 
appointment, and in the bitterness of a neglected and 
heart-stricken husband, he turns away from his door, 
for that comfort which he wished to enjoy at home, and 
that society which he hoped to find in his wife, and put 
up with the substitutes for both, which he finds in the 
houses of other men, or in the company of other women. 
United to be associates then, let man and wife be as 
much in each other's society as possible : and there 
must be something wrong in domestic life, when they 
need the aid of balls, routes, plays, card parties, to re- 
lieve them from the tedium produced by home pursuits. 
I thtuik God, I am a stranger to that taste, which leads 
a man to flee from his own comfortable parlor, and the 
society of his wife, from the instruction and recreation 
contained in a well stored library, or the evening rural 
walk, when the business of the day is over, to scenes of 
public amusement for enjoyment ; to my judgment, the 
pleasures of home, and of home society, when home and 
home society, are all that could be desired, are such as 
never cloy, and need no change, but from one kindred 
scene to anotjier. I am sighing and longing, perhaps 
in vain, for a period, when society shall be so elevated, 
and so purified: when the love of knowledge will be so 
intense, and the habits of life will be so, simple ; when reli- 
gion and morality will be so generally diffused, that men's 
homes will be the seat and circle of their pleasures ; 
when in the society of an affectionate and intelligent 
wife, and of well educated children, eacVi V\\V ^\:A\i\^ 
greatest earthly delight \ and when it m\\\i^^^^.^^^^ 
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no more necessary to happiness, to quit their own fire 
side for the ball room or the concert, than it is to go from 
the well spread table, to the public feast, to satisfy the 
cravings of a healthy appetite.: then will it be no long- 
er imposed upon us to prove that public amusements are 
improper^ for they will be found to be unnecessary. 

But the pleasures of home must not be allowed to in- 
terfere with the calls and claims of public duty. Wives 
must not ask, and husbands must not give, that time 
which is demanded for the cause of God and man. This 
is an age of active charity, and the great public institu- 
tions which are set up, cannot be kept in operation, with- 
out great sacrifices of time and liesure- by very many 
persons. Those, who by their wisdom, talents, rank, or 
property, receive the confidence of the public, must 
stand prepared to fill up and conduct the executive de- 
partments of our societies ; nor should they allow the 
soft allurements of their own houses, to draw them away 
from what is obviously the post of duty. We have 
known some, who, till they entered into wedded life, 
were the props and pillars of our institutions, yield so 
' far to the solicitations of their new and dearest earthly 
friend, as to vacate their seat at the board of manage- 
ment, for ever after. It is, indeed, a costly way of con- 
tributing to the cause of religion and humanity, to give 
those evening hours which could be spent so pleasantly 
in a country walk, or in the joint perusal of some inter- 
esting volume ; but who can do good, or ought to wish 
to do it, without sacrifices ? I know an eminently holy 
and useful minister, who told the lady to whom he was 
about to be united, that one of the conditions of their 
marriage was, that she should never ask him for that 
time, which, on any occasion, he felt it to be his duty to 
give to God. And surely, any woman might feel her- 
self more blessed in having, sometimes to endure the 
loss of a husband's society, whose presence and talents 
were coveted by all public institutions, than in being 
lefl to the unmolested enjoyment of the company of one, 
whose assistance was coveted by none. 

4. Mutual forbearance is another duty. 

This we owe to all, not excepting the stranger, or an 
enettiy ; and most certainly it must not \i^ \eti\ft^ v^ w« 
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arest and dearest earthly friend. For the charity that 
BTereth longland is kind ; that envieth not ; vaunteth 
t itself, is not puffed up ; that doth not behave itself 
seemly ; seeketh not her own ; is not easily provok- 
; thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- 
ceth in the truth ; that covereth all things ; believeth. 
things ; hopeth all things ; endureth all things ; for 
8 charity there is both need and room in every relation 
life. Wherever sin or imperfection exists, there is 
jpe for the forbearance of love. There is no perfec- 
n upon earth. Lovers, it is true, oflen fancy they 
ve found it ; but the more sober judgment of husbands 
d wives, generally corrects the mistake ; and first 
pressions <if this kind, generally pass away with first 
e. We should all enter the married state, remem- 
ring that wc are about to be united to a fallen crea- 
^ ; and as in every case, as Mr. Bolton remarks, it 
aot two angels that have met together, but two sinful 
Idren of Adam, from whom must be looked for much 
akness and waywardness, we must make up our minds 
some imperfection ; and remembering that we have 
small share of our own that calls for the forbearance 
the other party, shall exercise the patience that we 
L. Where both have infirmities, and they are so con- 
ntly together, innumerable occasions will be furnish-^ 
if we are eager, or even willing to avail ourselves 
the opportunities for those contentions, which, if they 
not produce a permanent suppression of love, lead to 
temporary interruption^ Many things we should con- 
e at, others we should pass by with an unprovoked 
id, and in all things most carefully avoid even what 
irst may seem to be an innocent disputation. Afiec- 
a does not forbid, but actually demands that we should 
tually point out our faults ; but this should be done 
all the meekness of wisdom, united with all the ten- 
ness of love, lest we only increase the evil we intend 
remove, or substitute a greater one in its place. Jus- 
3y as well as wisdom, requires that in every case, we 
the good qualities against the bad ; and in most ca- 
we shall find some redeeming excellencies, which, 
hey do not reconcile us to the fa\\kKi^<& ^^ ^^'^ox^^ 
iu2d at least teach us to bear theia mXYi ^a)A»^^^ ' 
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and the more we contemplate these better aspects of the 
character, the brighter will they appear ; for it is an in- 
dubitable fact, that while faults diminish, virtues magni- 
fy, in proportion as they are steadily contemplated. As 
to bitterness of language, and violence of conduct, this 
is so utterly disgraceful, and in the circle which I am 
accustomed to instruct, altogether so rare and unusual, 
that it scarcely need be introduced even by way of cau- 
tioning against it. The ancients we are informed, took 
the gall from their nuptial sacrifices, and cast it behind 
the altar, to intimate the removal of all bitterness from 
the married state. 

5. Mutual assistance is the duties of husbands 
and wives. 

This applies fo the cares of life. Women are not usu- 
ally very conversant with matters of trade, but still their 
counsel may be sought in a thousand cases with propriety 
and advantage. The husband should never undertake 
any thing of importance, without communicating the 
matter to his wife ; who, on her part, instead of shrink- 
ing from the responsibility of a counsellor, and leaving 
him to struggle alone with his difficulties and perplexi- 
ties, should invite him to communicate freely all his 
anxieties : for if she cannot counsel, she can comfort ; 
if she cannot relieve his cares, she can help to bear 
them ; if she cannot direct the course of his trade^ she 
may the current of his feelings ; if she cannot open any 
source of earthly wisdom, she can spread the matter 
before the Father and fountain of lights. Many men 
under the idea of delicacy to their wives, keep aJl their 
difficulties to themselves, which only prepares them to 
feel the stroke the heavier when it does come. 

And then, as the wife should be willing to help the 
husband, in matters of business, he should be willing to 
share with her, the burden^ of domestic anxieties and 
fatigue. Some go too far, and utterly degrade the fe- 
male head of the family, by treating her as if her hon- 
esty or ability could not be trusted in the manage- 
ment of the domestic economy. They keep the money, 
and dole it out as if they were parting with their life's 
blood, grudging every shilling they dispense, and re- 
quiring an account as rigid a» tVie^ ^ouY^^qtxv ^«^%- 
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pected gervant ; they take charge of every thing, give 
out every thing, interfere in every thing. This is to de- 
spoil a woman of her authority, to thrust her from 
her proper place, to insult and degrade her before 
her children and servants. Some, on the other hand, go 
to the opposite extreme, and take no share in any thing. 
My heart has ached to see the slavery of some devo- 
ted, hard working, and ill used wives ; aflor laboring 
all day amidst the ceaseless toils of a yofing and nu- 
merous family, they have had to pass the hours of even- 
ing in solitude, while their husbands, instead of com- 
ing home to cheer them by their society, or to relieve 
them for only half an hour of their fatigue, have been ei- 
ther at a party or a sermon : and then have these hapless 
women had to wake and watch the live long night, over 
a sick or restless babe, while the men whom they ac- 
cepted as the partner of their sorrows, were sleeping by 
their side, unwilling to give a single hour of their slum- 
ber, though it was to allow a little repose to their toil- 
worn wives. Why, even the irrational creatures shame 
such men ; for it is a well known fact, that the male bird 
takes his turn upon the nest during the season of incu- 
bation, to allow the female time to renew her strength 
by food and rest : and with her, also, goes in diligent 
quest of food, and feeds the young ones when they cry. 
No man should think of marrying, who does not stand 
prepared to share, as far as he can do it with his wife, 
the burden of domestic cares. 

Thej should be helpful to each other in the concerns 
(f personal religion. This is clearly implied in the 
Apostle's language. " For what knowest thou, O wife, 
whether thou shalt save thy husband? Or how know- 
est thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?"^ 
Where both parties are unconverted, or only one of them 
is yet a parteuker of true piety, there should be the most 
anxious, judicious, and i^ectionate efforts for their sal- 
vation. How heathenish a state is it, to enjoy together 
the comforts of marriage, and then travel in company 
to eternal perdition ; to be mutual comforters, on earth, 
and then mutual tormentors in hell ; to be companions 
in felicity in time^ and companions in totm^iiX. Wto^vx^ 

* 1 Corinthiam vu. 16. 
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eternity. And where both parties are real christians^ 
there should be the exercise, of a constant reciprocal 
solicitude, watchfulness and care, in reference to their 
spiritual and eternal welfare. One of the ends which 
every believer should propose to himself, on entering the 
marriage state, is to secure one faithful friend, at least, 
who will be a help mate for him in reference to another 
world, and to assist him in the great business of his souPs 
salvation, and that will pijpay for him and with him ; one 
that will affectionately tell him of his sins and his de- 
fects, viewed in the light of a christian ; one that will 
stimulate and draw him by the power of a holy example, 
and the sweet force of persuasive words ; one that will 
warn him in temptation, comfort him in dejection, and 
in every way assist him in his pilgrimage to the skies. 
The highest end of the connubial state is lost, if it be 
not rendered helpful to our piety ; and yet this end is 
too generally neglected, even by professors of religion. 
Do we converse with each other as we ought on the high 
themes of redemption by Christ, and eternal salvation ? 
Do we study each other's dispositions, snares, troubles, 
decays in piety, that we may apply suitable remedies.^ 
Do we exhort one another daily lest we should be hard- 
ened through the deceitfulness of sin ? Do we prac- 
tise fidelity without censoriousness ; and adminster 
praise without flattery? Do we invite one another to 
the most quickening and edifying means of a public na- 
ture, and recommend the perusal of such, instructive 
and improving books as we have found beneficial to our- 
selves ? Do we mutually lay open the state of our minds 
on the subject of personal religion, and state our per- 
plexities, our joys, our fears, our sorrows ? Alas, alas, 
who must not blush at their neglects in these particulars? 
And yet, such neglect is asi criminal, as it is common. 
Fleeing from the wrath to come, arid yet not doing all 
we can to aid each other's escape ! Contending side 
by side for the crown of glory, honor, immortality, and 
eternal life, and yet not doing all we can to ensure each 
other's success! Is this love? Is this the tenderness of 
connubial affection ? 
This mutual help should extend to the maintainance of 
all the habits of domestic order, disciplme aud 'p\e^. 1\v^ 
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.husband is to be the prophet, priest, and king of tha 
family, to instruct their minds, to lead their devotions, 
ai^dto govern *their tempers; but in all that relates to 
these important objects, the wife is to be of one mind 
with him. They are in these matters, to be workers to- 
gether^ neither of them leaving the other to labor alone, 
much less opposing or thwarting what is done. " When 
the sun shines the moon disappears, when he sets, she 
appears and shines ; so when the husband is at home, 
he leads domestic worship, when he is absent, the wife 
must ever take his place." Some men refer the instruc- 
tion of their young children exclusively to their wives, 
and some wives, as soon as the children are too old to 
be taught upon the knee, think that they are exclusively 
the subjects of paternal care. This is a mistake in the 
important economy of the family, the members of which 
are never too young to be taught and disciplined by the 
father, nor too old to be admonished and warned by the^ 
mother : he may some times have a great influence in 
awing the rude spirits of the younger branches ; while 
her soft pursuasive accents may have delightful power 
to melt or break the hard and stubborn hearts of the ol- 
der ones. Thus they who have a joint interest in a 
family, must attend to them in the exercise of a joint 
labor. 

They must be helpful to each other in toorks of hur 
maniiy and religious benevolence. 

Their mutual influence should be exerted, not in re- 
straining, but in stimulating zeal, compassion, and lib- 
erality. What a beautiful picture of domestic life is 
drawn by the pen of the Old Testament historian. 
'^ And it fell on a day that Elisha passed to Shunem, 
where was a great woman ; and she constrained him to 
eat bread. And so it was, that as oil as he passed by, 
he turned in thither to eat bread. And she said unto 
her husband. Behold now, I perceive that this is a holy 
man of Grod, which passeth by us continually. Let us 
make a little t^hamber on the wall, and let us set for 
him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candle- 
stick, and it shall be, that when he cometh to us, he 
shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day tlv^l \x<^ ^^ssvi^ 
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thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there."* 
Every part of this scene is lovely. The generous and 
pious wish of the wife, to provide accommodations for 
a destitute and dependant prophet ; her prompt and pru- 
dent effort to interest her husband in the scheme of her 
benevolence ; her discreet and modest keeping of her 
place in not acting without his permission ; her dignifi- 
ed claim of a right to be associated with him in this 
work of mercy, for said she, let us make a little cham- 
ber on the wail ; all is delightful, and as it should be 
on her part: and no less so on the part of the man ; for 
there was no surly refusal, no proud rejection of the 
plan, because it did not originate with him, no covetous 
plea for setting it aside, on the ground of expense. De- 
lighted, as every husband should be, to gratify the be- 
nevolent wishes, and support the liberal schemes of his 
wife, so far as prudence will allow, he consented ; the 
little chamber was erected, and furnished by this holy 
pair, and soon occupied by the prophet : and never was 
a generous action more speedily or liiore richly reward- 
ed. Elisha had no means of his own, by which to ac- 
knowledge the kindness ; but he who said in after times, 
" he thdt receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, 
shall receive a prophet's reward," took upon himself, 
as he does in every instance, the cause of his necessi- 
tous servant, and most munificently repaid the generous 
deed. 

A lovelier scene is not to be found on earth, than that 
of a pious couple, employing their mutual influence and 
the hours of their retired companionship, in stirring up 
each other's hearts to deeds of mercy and religious be- 
nevolence; not Adam and Eve in Paradise, with the un- 
spotted robes of their innocence about them, engaged 
in propping the vine, or trailing the rose of that holy 
garden, presented to the eyes of angels a more interest- 
ing spectacle than this. What a contrast does such a 
couple present, to the pairs which are almost every 
where to be found, whose calculations are not what they 
can save from unnecessary expense to bestow upon the 
cause of God and humanity, but what they can abstract 

* 2 aingi iv. 8— n. 
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or withhold from the claims of benevolence, to lavish 
upon splendid furniture, or domestic luxuries. Are 
there no wives who attempt to chill the ardor, to limit 
the beneficence, to stint the charities of their husbands; 
who, by their incessant and querulous, and almost quar- 
relsome suggestions, that he is doing too much for oth* 
ers, and too little for his own family, drive the good man, 
notwithstanding he is lord of his own property, to ex- 
ercise his liberality in secret, and bestow his charities 
by stealth ? And what is oftentimes the object of such 
women ? nothing more than the pride of ambition, or 
the folly of vanity. Only that they might have these 
taxations and parings of charity, to spend upon dress, 
furniture, and parties. 

Perhaps the question will be asked, whether it is pro- 
per for a wife to give away the property of her husband 
in acts of humanity, or religious benevolence ? Such 
an inquiry ought to be unnecessary; for no woman 
should be driven to the alternative of either doing noth- 
ing for the cause of Grod and man, or doing what she 
can b^ stealth. A sufficient sum ought to be placed at 
her disposal, to enable her to enjoy the luxury of doing 
good. Why should not she appear in her own name up- 
on the honorable list of benefactors, and shine forth in 
her peculiar and separate glory, instead of being al- 
ways lost in the radiance of our recorded mercy ? Why 
should she have no sphere of benevolent effort ? Why 
should we monopolize to ourselves the blessings of those 
that are ready to perish ? It is degrading a married fe- 
male to allow her no discretion in this matter, no liber- 
ty of distribution, no power to dispense, even in cases 
^at concern her sex, but to compel her to beg first of a 
husband, (hat which others cojne to beg of her. If, 
however, she be unhappily united to a Nabal, a churl, 
whose sordid, grasping, covetous disposition, will yield 
nothing to the claima of humanity or religion, may she 
then make up for the deficiency of her husband, and dif- 
fuse his property unknown to lum ? I am strongly temp- 
ted to answer this question in the affirmative; for if in 
any instance we may deviate from the ordinary rule, 
and taking the man at his own word, viViicYiYv^ \i\.\.^\^ 
wb^ii ID the solemn act of matrimouy^Yie ^i\^» ^^ ^vfisXi.. 
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all my worldly goods I thee endow," may invest the wife 
with a joint proprietorship, and a right of appropriation, 
it is in such a case as this. But still, we must not sac- 
rifice general principles, to special cases; and therefore, 
I say to every female in such circumstances, obtain' if 
you can, a separate and fixed allowance for charitable 
distribution; but if even this be not possible, obtain one 
for personal expences, and by a most "rigid frugality, 
save all you can from dress and decoration, for the hal- 
lowed purpose of relieving the miseries of your fellow 
creatures. 

6. Mutual sympathy is required. 

Sickness may call for this, and females seem both 
formed and inclined by nature to yield it. 

** woman ! in our hotira of ease, 
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 
And rariable as the shade 
By the lieht quiverinr aspen made : 
Whenpam and anguish wring the brow, 
A ministering angel thou !'' 

Unwilling, and indeed, unable to'subscribe to the for- 
mer part of this description, I do most readily assent to 
the truth of the latter. If we could do without her and 
be happy in health, what are we in sickness without her 
presence and her tender offices ? Can we smooth, as 
woman can, the pillow on which the sick man lays his 
head ? No. We cannot administer the medicine or the 
food as she can. There is a softness in her touch, a 
lightness in her step, a skill in her arrangements, a 
sympathy looking down upon us from her beaming eye, 
which ours wants. Many a female, by her devoted and 
kind attentions in a season of sickness, has drawn back 
to herself that cold and alienated heart, which neither 
her charms could hold, nor her claims recover. I en- 
treat you, therefore, married females, to put forth all 
your power to soothe and please in the season of your 
husband's sickness. Let him see you willing to make 
any sacrifices of pleasure, ease, or sleep, to minister to 
his comfort. Let there be a tenderness in your man- 
ner, a wakeful attention and sympathy in your look, a 
something that seems to say, your only comfort in his 
affliction, is to employ yourselves in alleviating it. 
Hearken with patience and kindness to the tale of his 
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lighter^ and even of his imaginary woes. A cold, heart- 
lesS; awkward, unsympathising woman, is an exception 
from the general rule, and therefore, the severer libel 
upon her sex. 

Nor is this sympathy exclusively the duty of the wife; 
but belongs equally to the husband. He cannot, it is 
true, perform the same offices for her, which she can dis- 
charge for him : but much he can do, and all he can he 
should do. Her sicknesses are generally more numer- 
ous and heavy than his; she is likely, therefore, to make 
more frequent calls upon his tender interest and atten- 
tion. Many of her ailments are the consequence of 
becoming his wife : she was, perhaps, in full vigor, till 
she became a mother, and from that time, never had a 
moment's perfect ease or strength again. That event 
which sent into his heart the ]oys of a parent, dismissed 
from her frame the comforts of health. And shall he 
look with discontent, and indifierence, and insensibility 
upon that delicate flower, which, before he transplanted 
it to his garden, glowed in beauty and in fragrance, to 
the admiration of every spectator ? Shall he now cease 
to regard it with any pleasure, or sympathy, and seem 
as if he wished it gone, to make room for another, for- 
getting that it was he that sent the worm to the root, and 
caused its head to droop, and its colors to fade ? Hue- 
bands, I call upon you for all^ the skill and tendernees 
of love, on behalf of your wives, if they are weak and 
sickly. Watch by their couch, talk with them, ptay 
with them, walk with them, wake with them. In M 
their afflictions, be you afflicted. Never listen heed- 
lessly to their complaints; and oh, by all |hat is sacred 
in conjugal affection, I implore you never, by your cold 
neglect, or petulant expressions, or discontented look, 
to call up in their imaginations, unusually sensitive at 
such a season, the phantom of a fear, that the disease 
which has destroyed their health, has done the same for 
your affection. Oh I spare their bosom the agonizing 
pangs of supposing, that they are living to be a burden 
to your disappointed heart. The cruelty of that man 
wants a name, and I know of none sufficiently emphat- 
ic, who denies his sympathy to a suffering woman^ whose 
only sin is a broken constitution, and v]\iO^^ c.^«sxoX.i\% 
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the result of her marriage. Such a man does the work 
of a murderer, without his punishment, and in some in- 
stances, without his reproach; but not always without 
his design or his remorse. 

But sympathy should be exercised by man and wife, 
not only in reference to their sicknesses, but to all their 
afflictions, whether personal or relative : all their sor- 
rows should be common : like two strings in unison, the 
chord of grief should never be struck in the heart of 
one, without causing a corresponding vibration in the 
heart of the other; or, like the surface of the lake an- 
swering to the heaven, it should be impossible for calm- 
ness and sunshine to be upon one, while the other is ag- 
itated and cloudy; heart should answer to heart, and 
face to Ikce. 

Such are the duties common to both; the obligations 
peculiarly enjoined upon each, will be the subject of 
the next chapter. 



CHAPTER II. 



THE SPECIAL DUTIES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES. 



** Wives, svbmit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. Fw the huf 
band is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church : and he is the 
8»«iour of the body. Therefore, as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives 
be to their own husbands in every thine. Husbands, love year wives, even as Christ al- 
so loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he mifiht sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of wafer by the word : that he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing *, but that it should be h^ and without 
blemish. So ought^fmen to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his 
wife, lovedi hinwelf. For no man ever vet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cher- 
isheth it, even as the Lord thechurcn: For we are members of his body, of his 
flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
shall be joined unto hu wife^ and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mysl«7 : 
but I speak concerning Christ and the church.'' 

Epbesians v. 2^S2. 

Observe the sublime and transcendently interesting 
fact, which stands amidst the duties of domestic life, as 
stated by the apostle, in the language quoted abosre, 
like the sun in the centre of the planets, illuminating, 
impelling, and uniting them all. Every part of this 
most comprehensive and beautiful passage is inimitably 
striking. The design of the whole, is to magnify 
Christ's love to the church; in order to this, the moral 
condition of the church previous to the transforming 
work of redeeming grace, is supposed to be that of 
loathsome impurity; yet notwithstanding this, he exer- 
cises the tenderest compassion for her welfare, and is 
not repelled by excessive defilement. To effect her re- 
demption, he does not merely employ the operations of 
his power and of his wisdom, but surrendered himself 
into the hands of divine justice, that as a sacrifice of 
atonement, he might ransom the object of his regard, at 
the price of his blood; thus manifesting an affection 
stronger than death, and ^^ which many waters could not 
quench." The ultimate design of this acit of mysteri- 
ous humiliation, is to render her in som^ m^^^^xix^ ^cst- 
th/ of his regnxdy and meet for thai m&a^xsXAfc xwxvsa 
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with himself, unto which as his illustrious bride, she was 
about to be received; for this purpose, the efficient in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghost were to be pouired upon her 
mind, that in the cordial reception of the truth, she 
might be purified from iniquity, have the germ of every 
virtue implanted in her heart, and the robe of righteous- 
ness spread over her fame; till at length, under the dis- 
pensations of his providence, the means of his grace, 
and the sanctifying agency of his Spirit, the last spot of 
moral defilement might be effaced, the last wrinkle of 
spiritual decay removed, and like '^ the king's daughter^ 
all glorious within, and with her clothing of wrought 
gold," she might be presented, covered with the beau- 
ties of holiness^ ^to the Lord Jesus, in that day, '^ when 
he shall come to be admired in his saints, and glorified 
in all them that believe." Behold, what manner of love 
is this ! And it is this most amazing, this unparalleled 
act of Eaercy, that is employed by the apostle, as the 
motive of all christian conduct. He knew nothing of 
moral philosophy, if by this expressic i be meant, the 
abstract principles of ethics. He lefl as he found them, 
the grounds of moral obligations, but he did not enforce 
victue by a mere reference to our relations to God as 
creatures, but by a reference to our relation to Christ, 
as redeemed sinners. He fetched his motives to good 
works, from the cross; he made the power of that to be 
felt, not only on the conscience, as supplying the means 
of pardon, but upon the heart, as furnishing the most 
cogent, and at the same time the most insinuating argu- 
ment for sanctification : he not only irradiates the gloera 
of despondency, or melts the stubborn obstinacy of un- 
belief, or stays the wreckless progress of despair, by in- 
spiring a feeling of hope; no; but by the death of a cru- 
cified Saviour, and an exhibition of his most unbounded 
compassion, he attacks the vices of the depraved heart, 
and inculcates all the virtues of the renewed mind. The 
doctrine of the cross is the substance of christian truth, 
and the great support of christian morals : and the apos- 
tle's mind and heart were full €)f it. Does he enforce 
humility ? It is thus : " Let the mind be in you which 
was in Christ Jesus." An unreserved devotedness to 
Ood ? It is thus : " Ye are not y out ontu-^ for ye are 
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bought with a price; therefore glorify God with your 
body and in your spirit, which are his." Brotherly 
love } It is thus : ^^ Herein is love, not that we loved 
Grod^ but that he loved us^ and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if Grod so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another." A forgiving tem- 
per ? It is thus : " Be ye kind one to another, tender > 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as Grod for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you." Benevolence to the poor ? 
It is thus : " For ye know the grace of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, who, though he was rich, for our sakes be- 
came poor, that we, through his poverty might be made 
rich."^ And who but an apostle would have thought of 
enforcing conjugal affection by a reference to the love 
of Christ to his church. And he has done this; and has 
thus represented redeeming love, as a kind of holy at- 
HK^phere, surrounding the christian on all sides, accom- 
panying him every where, sustaining his spiritual exist- 
ence, the very element in which his religion lives, moves, 
and has its being. And this, indeed, is religion; not a 
name, not a creed, not a form, not an abstract feeling, 
not an observance of times and places, not a mere men- 
tal costume or holy dress which we put on exclusively 
for certain seasons and occasions; no; but a moral hab- 
it, a mental taste, the spirit of the mind, which will spon- 
taneously appear in our language, feeling, and behav- 
iour, by a reference to Jesus Christ, as the ground of 
hope, and the model of imitation. 

In stating the duties especially enjoined on the two 
parties in the conjugal union, I shall begin with those of 
the HUSBAND. He is commanded to LevE his wife. 

As we have already shown, that this is a duty of both 
parties, the question very naturally arises. ^' For what 
reason is it so especially enjoined upon the husband ?" 
Why is he so particularly bound to the exercise of affec- 
tion ? Perhaps for the following reasons : 1. Because 
in the very nature of things, he is most in danger of 
failing in this duty. Placed by the Creator as ^^ the 
head of the wife," and invested with a certain right to 
govern his household, he is more in peril of m^t^vt^^ 
the tender sen/sibiiities in the predornvnaiil coxk!&c\o>x«^^^^ 
of Buperiority. 2. Because he ia actu«5Vy mox^ ^^^- 

* PbiL S.S. 1 Ccr. rL 2q, I John ir. 10 11, Ephcs w Si. ^ C« . VvCv- ^' 
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cient in this duty than the other party. This has ever 
heenthe case in Pagan and Mahomedan countries. In 
. barbarous nations, especially, conjugal affection has ev- 
er been exceedingly weak, and it is probable, that even 
in the m«re civilized countries of Greece and Rome, it 
was not so generally strong and steady, as it has since 
been made by Christianity. But without even going be- 
yond the limits of Christendom, it may be truly said, 
that husbands are usually more deficient in love than 
wives : the latter, in my opinion, excel the former in 
tenderness, in strength, in constancy of affection. 3. 
Because a want of love on the part of the man, is like- 
ly to be attended with more misery to the other party : 
he can go to greater excesses in violence, in cruelty, in 
depravity. The want of this tender passion in him, is 
likely to have a still worse effect upon his own charac- 
ter, and the peace of the wife, than the want of it, in 
her; in either case, a destitution of this kind, is a mel- 
ancholy thing : but in him, it is on several accounts, the 
most to be dreaded. 

The apostle lays down two models or rules, for a hu»- 
band's affection; the one is, (he love^ which Christ has 
manifested for his church; and the other, the love which a 
man bears for himself, • 

In directing your attention to the first, I shall exhibit 
the properties of Christ's love, and show in what way 
our affection should be conformed to his. Christ's love 
was SINCERE. He did not love in word only, but in deed 
and in truth. In him there was no dissimulation; no 
epithets of endearment going forth out of feigned lips; 
no actions varnished over with a mere covering of love. 
We must be like him, and endeavour to maintain a prin- 
ciple of true regard in the heart, as well as a show of it 
in the conduct. It is a miserable thing to have to a^t 
the part of love, without feeling it. Hypocrisy is base 
in every thing, but next to rel^ion, is most base in af- 
fection. Besides, how difficult it is to act the part well, 
to keep on the mask, and to support the character so as 
to escape detection ! Oh, the misery of that woman's 
heart, who at length finds out to her cost, that what she 
baa been accustomed to receive and value as the atten- 
tiona of a lover* are but the tucks o{ ^ c^vtc^^a^^aii^m* 
bJer. ' 
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The love of the Redeemer was ardent. 

Let us, if we would form a correct idea of what 
should be the state of our hearts towards the woman of 
our choice, think of that affection which glowed in the 
bosom of the Saviour, when he lived and died for his 
people. We can possess, it is true, neither the same 
kind, nor the same degree of regard, but surely when 
we arc referred to such an instance, if not altogether as 
a model, yet as a motive, it does teach us, that no weak 
affection is due, or should be offered to the wife of our 
bosom. We are told by the Saviour himself, that if he 
laid dowji his life for us, it is our duty to lay down ours 
for the brethren ; how much more, for the " friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother." And if it be our duty 
to lay dmm our life, how much more to employ it while 
it lasts, in all the ofRces of an affection, strong.^ steady, 
and inventive. She that for our sakes has forsaken the 
comfortable home, and the watchful care, and the warm 
embrace of her parents, has a right to expect in our re- 
gard, that which shall make her " forget her father's 
house," and cause her to feel that with respect to hap- 
piness, she is no loser by the exchange. Happy the 
woman, and such should every husband strive to make 
his wife, who can look back without a sigh upon the 
moment, when she quitted for ever, the guardians, the 
companions, and the scenes of her childhood! 

The love of Christ to his church was supremje. He 
gives to the world his benevolence, but to the church 
his complacency. " The Lord thy God in the midst of 
thee," said the prophet, " is mighty ; he will save thee, 
he will rejoice over thee, with joy ; he will rest in his 
love ; he will joy over thee with singing." So must 
the husband regard his wife, above all else ; he must 
" rest in his love." He should regard her not only, 
above all without his house, but above all within. She 
must take precedence both in his heart and conduct not 
only of all strangers, but of all relatives, and also of all 
his children ; he ought to love his children for her sake, 
rather than her for theirs. Is this always the case ? On 
the contrary, have we not often seen men, who appear to 
be far more interested in their childTeu VYv^xl vcl V>g^^\x 
wires ; and who have paid far leaa aUeoXvoxi \.o \)W2i \^- 
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ter than to grown-up daughters ? How especially un- 
seemly it is, for a man to be seen fonder of the society 
of any other woman, than that of his wife, even where 
nothing more may be intended than the pleasure of her 
company. Nor ought he to forsake her in his leisure 
hours, for any companions of his own sex, however in- 
teresting might be their manners or their conversation. 
The love of Christ is uniform. Like himself, it is 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Conjugal af- 
fection should have the same character : it should be at 
all times, and in all places alike : the same at home, as 
abroad; in other person's houses, as in our own. Has 
not many a wife to sigh and exclaim — " O that I were 
treated in my own house, with the same tenderness and 
attention that I receive in company." With what al- 
most loathing and disgust must such a woman turn from 
endearments, which under such circumstances, she can 
consider as nothing but hypocrisy. Home is the chief 
place for fond and minute attention; and she who has 
not to complain of the want of it there, will seldom feel 
the need or the inclination to complain of a want of it 
abroad, except it be, those silly women, who would de- 
grade their husbands, by exacting not merely what is 

- really kind, but what is actually ridiculous. 

The love of the Redeemer was practical and labo- 
rious. He provided every thing by his mediation for 
the welfare and comfort of the church, and at a cost 
and by exertions of which we can form no idea. It has 
been already declared, that both parties are to assist in 
the cares of life. A good wife cannot be an idle one. 
Beautiful is her portraiture, as by the wise man. "Who 
can find a virtuous woman ? for her price is far above ru- 
bies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in 
her, so that he shall have no heed of s{k>il. She will 
do him good and not evil all the days of her life. She 
layeth her hand to the spindle and her hands hold the 
distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the poor, yea 
she reacheth forth her hand to the needy. Her hus- 
band is known in the gates, when he sitteth amongst 
the elders of the land. SHe openeth her mouth with 
wisdom^ and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She 

Jooketh well to the ways of her YiouseVvoV^^ wi^ ^^V^vXv 
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not the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and 
call her blessed ; her husband also, and he praiseth her. 
Many daughters have done virtuously but thou excel- 
lest them all. Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; 
but a woman that feareth the Lord she shall be ^i«ised. 
Give her the fruit of her hands, and let her own works 
praise her in the gates." Proverbs xxxi. This ex- 
quisite picture, combining as it does industry, prudence, 
dignity, meekness, wisdom and piety, cannot be too fre- 
quently or minutely studied, by those who would attain 
to high degrees of female excellence. The business of 
providing for the family, however, belongs chiefly to the 
husband. It is yours, my brethren, to rise up early, to 
sit up late, to eat the bread of carefulness, and to drink 
if necessary, the waters of affliction, that you may earn 
by the sweat of your brow, a comfortable support for 
the domestic circle. This is probably what the apostle 
meant, when he enjoined us to give honor to the wife as 
to the weaker vessel : the honor of maintainance, which 
she in consequence of the weakness of her frame, and 
the frequent infirmities which tlie maternal relation 
brings upon her, is not so well able to procure for her- 
self. In most barbarous countries, and in some half 
civilized ones, the burden of manual labor falls upon 
the female, while her tyrant lord lives in indolence, feed- 
ing upon the industry of the helpless being whom he 
calls a wife, but treats as a slave. And are there no 
such idle tyrants in our age and country, who so long 
as they can live in indolence, and gratify their appetites, 
care not how they oppress their wives ? Wretches who 
do little or nothing for the support of the family ? How 
utterly lost to every noble and generous sentiment must 
that man be whose heart i -cannot be moved by the en- 
treaties or tears of an interesting woman, and who can 
hear in vain her pleadings for his child at her breast, 
and his child by her side, and who by such appeals can- 
not be induced to give up his daily visits to the tavern, 
or his habits of sauntering idleness, to attend to his 
neglected business, and stay the approaching tide of 
poverty and ruin. Such a creature is worse than a 
brute, he is a monster ; and it seems a p\ly , \)tv^ >i)'tv^t^ 
is no law and no convict ship to beat Yivcr %w«5 V;^ 
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a land, where if he will not work, so neither could he 
eat. 

f In general, it is for the benefit of a family, that a 
married woman should devote her time and attention al- 
most exclusively to the ways of her household : her 
place is \x). the centre of domestic cares. What is gain- 
ed by her in the s}wp^ is oftentimes lost in the house, for 
want of the judicious superintendence of a mother and 
a mistress. Comfort and order, as well as money, are 
domestic wealth ; and can these be rationally expected 
in the absence of female arrangement ? The children 
always want a mother's eye and hand, and should al- 
ways have them. Let the husband then have the care 
of providing ; the wife that of distributing ; for this is 
the rule both of reason and revelation. 

And as Christ labored for his church, not only during 
his abode upon earth, but made provision for its welfare 
when he departed from our world, in like manner should 
the husband take care of his wife. I never could ^^• 
derstand that custom, which is but too common, of men's 
providing by their wills so much better for the children, 
than they do for the mother. Does this look like a sm- 
preme love ? Every man who raises a woman to the 
rank of his wife, should take care,liowevcr inferior she 
might have been in circumstances before their marriage, 
to leave her in the situation into which he brought her : 
for it is indeed most cruel, to leave her to be deprived at 
once, not only of her dearest earthly friend, but of her 
usual means of comfortable subsistence. 

A practical affection to a wife extends, however, to 
every thing, it should manifest itself in the most deli- 
cate attention to her comfort and her feelings ; in con- 
sulting her tastes ; in concealing her failings ; in never 
doing any thing to degrade h'er, but every thing to ex- 
alt her before her children and servants ; in acknowl- 
edging her ext;ellencies, and commending her efforts to 
please him ; in meeting, and even in anticipating all her 
reasonable requests ; in short, in doing all that ingenu- 
ity can invent for her substantial happiness and general 
comfort. 

ChrisVs love to his church was durable and ux- 
CHANGEABLE, " Having loved Vvis own Vve Vw^d iVvem. 



A HELP TO DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 41 

to the end," without abatement or alteration : so ought 
husbands to love their wives, not only at the beginning 
but to the end of their union ; when the charms of beau- 
ty have fled before the withering influence of disease ; 
when the vigorous and sprightly frame has lost its elas- 
ticity, and the step has become slow and faltering : 
when the wrinkles of age have succeeded to the bloom 
of youth, and the whole person seems rather the monu- 
ment, than the resemblance, of what it once was. Has 
she not gained in mind what she has lost in exterior fas-* 
cinations? Have not her mental graces flourished a- 
midst the ruins of personal charms ? If the rose and 
the lilly have faded on the cheek, have net the fruits of 
righteousness grown in the soul ? If those blossoms have 
departed, on which the eye of youthful passion gazed 
with so much ardor, has it not been to give way to the 
ripe fruit of christian excellence.^ The woman is not 
what she was, but the wife, the mother, the christian, 
are better than they were. For an example of conju- 
gal love in all its power and excellence, point me not to 
the bride and bridegroom displaying during the first 
month of their union all the watchfulness and tender- 
ne ss of affection, but let me look upon the husband and 
wife of fifty, whose love has been tried by the lapse 
and the changes of a quarter of a century, and who 
through this period and by these vicissitudes, have 
grown in attachment and esteem ; and whose affection, 
if not glowing with all the fervid heat of a midsummer's 
day, is still like the sunshine of an October noon, warm 
and beautiful, as reflected amidst autumnal tints. 

But, before I go away from this view of a husband's 
especial duty, I must just advert to another rule of his 
regard which is laid down for him by the apostle. " So 
ought men to love their wives, as their own bodies : he 
thatloveth his wife loveth himself" A man's children 
are parts of himself ; his wife is himself : "for they 
two shall be one flesh." " This is his duty and the 
measure of it too: which is so plain, that, if he 
understands how he treats himself, there needs nothing 
be added concerning his demeanor towarda \v^x \ ^oit 
what mighty care does he take of Yviabody, ;iud>\^^'3»^^. 
with a delicate tenderness, and cares fot \lm«J\ ^ot^Ssx- 
4* 
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gencies, and watches to keep it from all evils, and stud- 
ies to make for it fair provisions, and is very often led 
by its inclinations and desires, and does never contra- 
dict its appetites, but when they are evil, and then also 
not without some trouble and sorrow." So let a man 
love his wife as his own body. / 

Cam it be necessary to apply the force of motives to 
produce an appropriate attention to sv-ch a duty ? If so, 
I appeal to your sense of honor. Husbands, call to re- 
collection the wakeful assiduities, and the tender atten- 
tions, by which you won the affection and the confidence 
of the woman, who forsook her father and her mother, 
and the home of her childhood, to find a resting place 
for her heart in your attachment ; and will ye falsify the 
vows you plighted and disappoint the hopes you raised ? 
Is it accounted a disgraceful stigma on a man's reputa- 
tion, to forfeit the pledges of a lover ? Oh ! how much 
more dishonorable to forget those of a husband ! That 
man has disgraced himself who furnishes just occasion 
to the partner of his days, to draw with a sigh, a con- 
trast between the affectionate attention she received as 
a lover and as a wife. 

I urge affection to a wife, by the recollection of thtU 
solemn moment, when in the presence of heaven and earth 
before God's minister, and in God's house, you bound 
yourself by all the deeply awful formalities of a kind of 
oath, to throw open, and keep open your heart, as the 
fountain of her earthly happiness, and to devote your 
whole life to the promotion of her welfare. 

I appeal to your regard to justice. You have sworn 
away yourself to her, and are no longer your own. You 
have no right to that individual, and separate, and in- 
dependent kind of life, which would lead you to seek 
your happiness, in opposition to, or neglect of hers. 
♦^ You twain are one flesh." 

Humanity puts in its claim on behalf of your wife. 
It is in your power to do more for her happiness or mise- 
ry, than any other being in the universe, short of God 
himself An unkind husband is a tormentor of the first 
class. His victim can never elude his grasp, nor go be-^ 
yond the reach of his cruelty, t\\\ a\ie\^ kindly released 
bjr the king of terrors, who, in ttua ixvaVwi^i^ Xi^cww^^V^ 



A fiELF TO DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. ^ 43 

her an angel of light, and conducts her to the grave as 
to a shelter from her oppressor. For such a woman 
there is no rest on earth : the destroyer of her peace 
has her ever in his po ^er, for she is always in his pres- 
ence or in the fear of it : the circumstances of every 
place, and every day, furnish him with the occasions of 
cruel neglect or unkindness, and it might be fairly ques- 
tioned, whether there is to be found on earth, a case of 
greater misery, except it be that of a wretch tortured 
by remorse and despair, than a woman whose heart dai- 
ly withers under the cold looks, the chilling words, and 
repulsive actions of a husband, who loveth her not. 
Such a man is a murderer, though he escapes in this 
world the murderer's doom ; and by a refinement of 
cruelty, he employs years in conducting his victim to 
her end, by the slow process of a lingering death. 

If nothing else can prevail, interest should, for no man 
can hate his wife, without hating himself, for '^ she is his 
own flesh." Love, like mercy, is a double blessing ; 
and hatred, like cruelty is a double torment. We can- 
not love a worthy object without rejoicing in the reflex 
beams of our own aflection. Next to the supreme re- 
gard we cherish towards God, and which it is impossible 
to exercise and not hold communion with angels in the 
joys of heaven, connubial love is the most beatifying 
passion; and to transvenom this into unkindness, is to 
open at the very centre of our soul, a source of poison, 
which, before it exudes to torture others, torments our- 
selves. 

I cannot here avoid inserting the exquisite and touch- 
ing appeal, which Mr. Jay puts into the lips of married 
women to their husbands. — " Honor us; deal kindly with 
us. From many of the opportunities, and means by 
which you procure favorable notice, we are excluded. 
Doomed to the shades, few of the high places of the 
earth are open to us. Alternately we are adored and 
oppressed. From our slaves you become our tyrants. 
Yo« feel our beauty, and avail yourselves of our weak- 
ness. You complain of our inferiority, but none of 
your behaviour bids us rise. Sensibility has glvew \ia ^ 
thousand feeiings, which nature has kmdVy ^^tv\^^ ^^^^^^ 
AJwa/B under restr^tBy we hs^ve iitt\©\\\>ett^ o^^w5»^ 
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Providence seems to have been more attentive to ena- 
ble us to confer happiness, than to enjoy it. — Every 
condition has for us fresh mortifications; every relation 
new sorrows. We enter social bonds; it is a system of 
perpetual sacrifice. We cannot give life to others with- 
out hazarding our own. We have sufferings which yeu 
do not share, cannot share. — If spared, years and de- 
cays invade our charms, and much of the ardor produ- 
ced by attraction departs with it. — We may die. — The 
grave covers us, and we are soon forgotten; soon are 
the days of your mourning ended, soon is our loss re- 
paired : dismissed even from your speech, our name is 
to be heard lio more — a successor may dislike it. — Our 
children, after having a mother by nature, may fall un- 
der 4;he control of a mother by affinity, and be mortified 
by distinctions made between them, and her own off- 
springs. — Though the duties which we have discharged 
invariably, be the most important and necessary, they 
do not shine : they are too common to strike : they pro- 
cure no celebrity : the wife, the mother fills no historic 
page. Our privations, our confinements, our wearisome 
days, our interrupted, our sleepless nights, the hours 
we have hung in anxious watchings over your sick and 
dying effsprings." — But we forbeaV. 

I NOW COME TO THE DUTIES ENJOINED UPON THE WIFE. 

The first I mention is subjection, 

" Wives submit yourselves unto your own husbands 
as unto the Lord; for the husband is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the head of the church; and he is 
the Saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own hus- 
bands in every thing." The same thing is enjoined al- 
so in the epistle to the Colossians. Peter unites with 
Paul in the same strain. " Ye wives be in subjection 
to your own husbands." Before I state the A^tnc^ of sub- 
jection here commanded, it is necessary to state the na- 
ture of the authority to which it is to be yielded. Here 
I would observe, that with whatsoever kind and degree 
of authority the husband is invested over the wife, it is 
such as is in no way incompatible withy or trenches upon 
Me strongest and tenaerest affection. And it is worthy of 
r^wark/^^ that the apostle does uol en^ovaW'^wv^'a X^ 
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rule, nor instruct him how, but merely to love ; so that it 
seems to be with them, as with bishops and priests, to 
whom much honor is due, but yet so that if they stand 
upon it, and challenge it, they become less honorable." 

It is such an authority, as is compatible toith religion or 
the claims of God; for no man has a right to enjoin, and 
no woman is bound to obey any command which is in 
opposition to the letter or spirit of the Bible. — It is such 
an authority, as is consonant with sound reason, its injunc- 
tions must all be reasonable, for surely it is too much to 
expect, that a wife is to become a slave of folly, any 
more than of cruelty. It is an authority, that accords 
toith the idea of companionship. It was very beautifully 
observed by an ancient writer, that when Adam endeav- 
ored to shifl the blame of his transgression upon his 
wife, he did not say " the woman thou gavest to me," no 
such thing, she is none of his goods, none of his posseS'^ 
sions, not to be reckoned amongst his servants; but he 
said " the woman thou gavest to be with me," that is, to 
be my partner, the companion of my joys and sorrows. 

Let conjugal authority be founded upon love, be nev- 
er exercised in opposition to revelation or reason, and 
be regulated by the idea of companionship, and then 
there needs no particular rules for its guidance; for 
-within such limits, it can never degenerate into tyran- 
ny; nor can it ever oppress its subjects : to such a pow- 
er any woman may bow, without degradation, for its 
yoke is easy and its burden light. In every society, 
from that which finds its centre in the father's chair, to 
that which in a wider circle rests upon the throne; there 
must be precedence vested somewhere, and some ulti- 
mate authority, some last and highest tribunal estab- 
lished, from the decision of which, there lies no appeal. 
In the domestic constitution this superiority vests in the 
husband : he is the head, the lawgiver, the ruler. In all 
matters touching the little world in the house, he is to 
direct, not indeed without taking counsel with his wife, 
but in all discordancy of view, he unless he choose to 
waive his right, is to decide; and to his decision the wife 
should yield, and yield with grace and cheerfulness. No 
man ought to resign his authority, as thft Vv^^^ o^ VXv^ 
fhmil/y no wom&n ought to wish him to do '\\. \ ^v^ "ov^ 
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give up his predilections and yield to her wishes, but he 
must not abdicate the throne, nor resign his sceptre. 
Usurpation is always hateful, and it is one of the most 
offensive exhibitions of it, where the husband is degrad- 
ed into a slave of the queen mother. Such a woman 
looks contemptible even upon the throne. I admit it is 
difficult for a sensible woman to submit to imbecility, 
but she should have considered this before she united 
herself to it : having committed one error, let her not 
fall into a second, but give the strongest proof of her 
good sense which circumstances will allow her to offer, 
by making that concession to superiority of station, 
which there is no opportunity in her case for her to do 
to superiority of mind. She may ree^son, she may per- 
suade, she may solicit, but if ignorance cannot be con- 
vinced, nor obstinacy turned, nor kindness conciliated, 
she has no resource lefl but to — submit : and one of the 
finest scenes ever to be presented by the domestic econ- 
omy, is that of a sensible woman employing her talents 
and address, not to subvert, but to support the authority 
of a weak husband; a woman who prompts but does not 
command, who persuades, but does not dictate, who in- 
fluences, but does not compel, and who, after taking 
pains to conceal her beneficent interference, submits to 
the authority which she has both supported and guided. 
An opposite line of conduct is most mischievous; for 
weakness, whea placed in perpetual contrast with supe- 
rior judgment, is rarely blind to its own defects; tmd as 
this consciousness of inferiority, when united with of- 
fice, is always jealous, it is both watchful and resentful 
of any interference with its prerogative. There must 
be subjection then, which, where it cannot be yielded to 
superior talents, because there are none, must be con- 
ceded to superiority of station. But let husbands be 
cautious not to put the submission of their wives to too 
severe a test. It is hard, very hard, to obey a rash, in- 
discreet and silly ruler. " If you will be the head, re- 
member the head is not only the seat of government, 
but of knowledge/ If you will have the management 
of the ship, see that a fool is not placed at the helm. 
ShaU the blind offer themselves as guides ?" 
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The grounds of submission are many and strong. 
Waiving all motives founded upon the comparative 
strength of mind with which the two sexes maj be gift- 
ed, I refer my female friends, to less questionable mat- 
ters. Look at the creation; woman was made ^er the 
man, " for Adam was first formed, then Eve.'* She was 
made out of man, ^^ for the man is not of the woman, but 
the woman of the man.'* She was made for man, 
" neither was the man created for the woman, but the 
woman for the man." Look at the fall. Woman occas- 
ioned it. *^ Adam was not deceived, but the woman be- 
ing deceived, was in the transgression." She was thus 
punished for it, " Thy desire shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee." Look at her history. 
Have not the customs of all nations, ancient and mod- 
ern, savage and civilized, acknowledged her subordin- 
ation ? Look at the light in which this subject is placed 
in the J^ew Testament, How strong is the language of 
the text, " the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church. Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in every thing." 

Let me then, my respected female friends, as you 
would submit to the authority of Christ, as you would 
adorn the station that provid^^ce has called you to occu- 
py, as you would promote your own peace, the comfort 
of your husband, and the welfare of your family, ad- 
monish you, meekly and gracefully to be subject in all 
things, not only to the wise and good, but to the foolish 
and ill-deserving. You may reason, as I have said be- 
fore, you may expostulate, but you must not rebel or re- 
fuse. Let it be your glory to feci how much you can 
endure, rather than despise the institutions of heaven, 
or violate those engagements into which you voluntari- 
ly, and so solemnly entered. Let your submission be 
dbartfcterised by cheerfulness, and not by reluctant sul- 
lenness : let it not be preceded by a struggle, but yield- 
ed at once and for ever : let there be no holding out to 
the last extremity, and then a mere compulsory capitu- 
lation; but a voluntary, cheerful, undisputed, and unre- 
voked concession. 
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S. The next duty enjoined upon a wife is rever- 

KNCE. 

" Let the wife see that she reverence her husband." 
This duty is nearly allied to the last, but is still some- 
what different. By reverence, the apostle means noth- 
ing of slavish, or obsequious homage, but that respect 
and deference which are due to one whom we are com- 
manded to obey. Your reverence will be manifest in 
your words : for instance, in your manner of speaking 
of him : you will avoid all that would tend to lessen him 
in the esteem of others; all exposure of his faults or 
minor weaknesses; all depreciation of his understanding 
or domestic rule. Such gossip is detestable and mis- 
chievous, for can any thing tend more to irritate him, 
than to find that you have been sinking him in the es- 
teem of the public ? Reverence will be displayed in 
your manner of speaking to him. " Even as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord :" all flippant pcrt- 
ness, every thing of contemptuous consciousness of su- 
periority, of dictation and command, of unnecessary 
contradiction, of pertinacious and obtrusive disputation, 
of scolding accusation, of angry, reproachful complaint, 
of noisy and obstreperous expostulation, should be 
avoided. Almost all domestic quarrels begin in words; 
and it is usually in a woman's power to prevent them 
by causing the law of kindness to dwell upon her lips, 
and calming the gusts of her husband's passion, by those 
sofl answers which turn away wrath. Especially should 
she be careful how she speaks to him or even before him, 
in the company of her family or of strangers : she must 
not talk him into silence; nor talk at him; nor say any 
thing that is calculated to wound or degrade him; for a 
sting inflicted in public is doubly charged with venom. 
She must not endeavor to eclipse him, to engross the at- 
tention of the company to herself, to reduce him to a 
cypher which is valueless, till she stands before -him. 
This is not reverence : on the contrary, she should do 
all in her power to sustain his respectability and dignity 
in public esteem, and her very mode of addressing him, 
partaking at once of the kindness of affection, and the 
deference of respect, is eminently calculated to do thii. 
And abould he at any time exi^Tea«\v\nv^^\^ m vVi^ \»sl- 
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guage of reproof, even though that reproof be cause- 
less, or unjustly severe, let her be cautious not to for- 
get her station, so as to be betrayed into a railing re- 
crimination, a contemptuous silence, or a moody sullen- 
ness. Difficult, I am aware it is, to show reverence 
and respect, where there are no other grounds for it to 
rest upon than mere station ; and as easy to pay it, 
wkere wisdom, dignity and piety support the claims of 
relationship : but in proportion to the difficulty of a vir- 
tuous action, is its excellence; and her'sis indeed supe- 
rior virtue, who yields to the relationship of her hus- 
band that reverence which he forbids her to pay to him 
on account of his conduct. 

Her reverence will extend itself to her conducty and 
lead to an incessant desire to please him in all things. 
It is assumed by the apostle as an indisputable and gen- 
eral fact, that, " the married woman carcth how she 
may please her husband." All her conduct should be 
framed upon this principle, to give him contentment and 
to increase his delight in her. Let her appear conten- 
ted with her lot, and that will do much to render him 
content with his : while, on the other hand, nothing is 
more likely to generate discontent in his heart, than 
the appearance of it in her. Let her by cheerful good 
humor diffuse an air of pleasantness over his dwelling. 
Let her guard as much as possible against a gloomy 
and moody disposition, which causes her to move about 
with the silence and cloudiness of a gpectre ; for who 
likes to dwell in a haunted house ? She should always 
welcome him across his threshhold with a smile, and ev- 
er put forth all her ingenuity in studying to please him 
by consulting his wishes, by surprising him occasionally 
by those unlooked for and ingenious devices of affec- 
tion, which though small in themselves, are the proofs 
of a mind intent upon the business of giving pleasure. 
The greater acts of reverent and respectful love, arc 
often regarded as matters of course, and as such pro- 
duce little impression; but the lesser acts of attention, 
which come not into the usual routine of conjugal du- 
ties, and into the every day offices which may be e.^- 
culated upon with almost as much ccilaviity ^^a M^ve cotop- 
ing of the hour which they are lo occupy , \\\e*^ ^xfi^- 

6 
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will offerings of an inyentive and active regard, these 
e3:tra tokens of respect, and expressions of regard, have 
a mightj power to attach a husband to his wife; they are 
the cords of love, the bands of a man. In all her per- 
sonal and domestic habits, her first care then, next to 
that of pleasing God, must be to please him, and thus 
hold to herself that -lieart, which cannot wander frqm 
her without carrying her happiness with it, and which, 
when once departed, cannot be restored by any power 

' short of omnipotence itself. 

3. Meekness is especially mentioned by the apostle 
Peter, as a disposition which it is the duty of every wife 
to cultivate. 

He has distinguished and honored this temper by cal- 
ling it the omamcrU of a meek and quiet spirit. If 
there be some virtues, which seem pre-eminently to suit 
the female character, meekness bears a high place 
among such. No one stands in greater need of this dis- 
position, than the female head of a family: either the 
petulance and waywardness of children, or the neglects 
and misconduct of servants, or the sharp words of a 
husband, are almost sure, if she be easily provoked^ to 
keep her in a state of irritation all the day lonff. How 
trying is a peevish woman, how odious a braiding one. 
^^ It is better to dwell in the wilderness than with a con- 
tentious and angry woman." The graces were females, 
says Mr. Jay, so were the furies too. It is astonishing 
the influence which meekness has sometimes had in a 
family: it has quenched sparks and even coals of anger 
and strife, which but for this, would have set the house 
on fire: it has mastered the tiger and the lion, and led 
them captive with the silken thread of love. Th^ 
strength of woman lies not in resisting, but in yielding ; 
her power is in her gentleness; there is more of real de- 
fence, aye and more of that aggressive operation too, 
which disarms a foe, in one mild look, or one soft accent, 
than in hours of flashing glances, cmd of angry tones. 
When amidst domestic strife she has been enabled to 
keep her temper, the storm has been oflen scattered as 
it rose; or her meekness has served a3 a condactor to 
cAiTjr off its dreadful flasheS| which otherwise would 

Juire deatrojei the dweUixig. 
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Put on then, the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. 
Pay less attention to the decoration of the person, more 
to that of the mind. ^' Your adorning is not to be that 
outward adorning, of plaiting the hair and of wearing 
of gold, or of putting on of apparel, but the '' ^hidden 
man of the heart which is not corruptible. '' The lan- 
guage of another apostle on this subject is no less strik- 
ing. '^ In like manner also, I will that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety; not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or 
costly array; but Miiich becometh women professing 
godliness, with good works." 1. Tim. ii. 9, 10. Two 
apostles, who both wrote as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost, in such language as this, have denounced 
as improper, and as unbecoming a profession of godli- 
ness, a taste for immodest, expensive, or decorative 
dress. Surely then, the subject is worthy the most se- 
rious attention of all christian females. By what soph- 
istry can the letter, much more the spirit, of two pas- 
sages of holy writ, so very plain and express in tneir 
terms as these, be set aside ? That they are set aside, is 
evident by the appearance of almost every congrega- 
tion into which we could enter on the sabbatn day, 
whether within or without t^e establishment. The race 
of folly, one should really suppose, is at length almost 
ran, for it does seem well nigh impossible, even by the 
aid of our neighbors the French, for the women of our 
age to render themselves more supremely ridiculous 
than many of them have lately appeared. What with 
the gaudiness of coloring, and extravagance of form, 
our religious assemblies present every thing at once to 
dilsgust our taste, and to distress our piety. It is high 
time for the christian teacher to call back the women 
'^ professing godliness," from their wanderings in the 
regions of fashionable fplly, to the holy scriptures; for the 
holy scriptures it should be remembered, have laid down 
a law for regulating the dress of the body as well as that 
of the mind. I do hold then, that these passages of scrip- 
ture are still parts of revelation, and as such, still binding 
upon the conscience: if not, show me when they were 
cancelled. I contend, that christian femoXe^ o\x^\. N.^ ^a^ 
0tain from expeDsive, showy, and extrava^^woX feL^vyftA'vft- 
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dress, jewelry, and all kinds of personal decoration. I am 
not arguing for a sectarian costume, for a religious uni- 
form, for canonical shapes and colors, nothing of the sort ; 
but for simplicity, neatness, economy; for what the apos- 
tle calls, modest apparel, shamefacedness, and sobriety ; 
for the spirit of the passages, if not the very letter; for a 
distinction between those who profess godliness, in their 
comparative inattention to such things, and those, who 
make no such profession: for a proof that fAetr minds 
are not so much engaged on these matters, as the minds 
of the people of the world are. I am not for extinguish- 
ing taste;- alas, in matters of dress, this is already done; 
but for resisting the lawless dominion of folly, under the 
name -of fashion. I am not for calling back the age of 
gothic barbarism, or vulgarity: no, I will leave ample 
room for the cultivation of both taste and genius, in ev- 
ery lawful department; but I am protesting against the 
desolating reign of vanity; I am resisting the entrance 
of frivolity into the church of God; J am contending 
against the glaring inconsistency of rendering our relig- 
ious assemblies like the audience convened in a theatre. 
The evils of an improper attention to dress are great 
and numerous. 1. Much precious time is wasted in 
the study, and arrangements, and decisions of this mat- 
ter. 2. The attention is taken off from the improve- 
ment of the mind and the heart, to the decoration of the 
person. 3. The mind is filled with pride and vanity, 
and a deteriorating influence is carried on upon what 
constitutes the true dignity of the soul. 4. The love of 
display infects the character. 5. Money is wasted 
which is wanted for relieving the misery, and improv- 
ing the condition of mankind. 6. Examples are set to 
the lower classes, in whom the propensity is oflen mis- 
chievous in many ways. 

We have run 
Through ev^ry change that fancy at the loom, 
Elhausted, has had genius to supply ; 
And, studious of mutation still, dfiscard 
A real elegance, a little us'd, 
F(nr monstrous norelty and strange disguise. 
We sacrifice to dress, till household joys 
And comforts cease. Dress drains our celler dry. 
And keeps our larder lean'; puts out our fires ; 
And introduces hunger, frost and wo, 
Where peace and hospitaUty mi^ht rei^n. 
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I am aware it might be, and is said, that there may be 
the pride of singularity, as well as of passion: the pride 
of being covered with sober autumnal tints, as well as 
of exhibiting the brilliant hues of the rainbow; the pride 
of quality and of texture, as well as of color and 
of form. I know it; and I do not justify the one more 
than I do the other ; I condemn all kinds; but at any 
rate, there is a little more dignity in one kind than in an- 
other. I will leave opportunity for the distinctions of 
rank, for the inventions of true taste,, and for the mod- 
est unobtrusive displays of natural elegance and simple 
beauty, but I cannot allow the propriety of christian fe- 
males yielding themselves to the guidance of fashion, 
however expensive, extravagant, or gaudy. 

As to the employment of our artizans by the various 
changes of fashion ; I. have nothing to do with this, in 
face of an apostolic injunction. The silver-smiths 
who made shrines for the worshippers of Diana, might 
have pleaded the same objection against the preachers 
of the gospel, who certainly did, so far as they were 
successful, ruin this trade. I am only speaking to pro- 
fessors of religion, who form so small a portion of soci- 
ety, that their abstinence from folly would do but little 
in diminishing the employment of the work-people ; and 
if it did, let them make it up in some other way. What 
I contend for, then, is not meanness, not ugliness, not 
unvarying sameness ; no ; but neatness opposed to gau- 
diness; simplicity and becomingness opposed to extrav- 
agance ; modesty opposed to indelicacy; economy op- 
posed to expensiveness. Whether what I contend for 
is characteristic of the age in which we live, let any 
spectator determine. I am anxious to see professors of 
religion displaying a seriousness and spirituality, a dig- 
nity and sobriety of mind, a simplicity of habits; and a 
sedateness of manners, becoming their high and holy 
profession ; and all this, united with an economy in their 
personal expenses, which will leave them a greater fund 
at their disposal, for relieving the miseries, and promo- 
ting the happiness of their fellow-creatures. 

But, perhaps after all, many women may plead that 
the gaiety and the expensiveness of their dress, is more 
to please their husbands than themae\\eB\ \i\x\. ^n^\i>^\^ 

5* 
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muflt have ita limits. And I really pity the folly of that 
man, who concerns himself in the arrangement of his 
wife's wardrobe and toilette ; and who would rather see 
her go forth in all the gorgeousness of splendid appar- 
el, to display herself in the drawing rooms of her friends, 
than in dignified meekness, to visit the cottages of the 
poor, as the messenger of mercy: and who rejoices 
more to contemplate her moving through the circles of 
fashion, the admiration of one sex, and the envy of the 
other, than to see her holding on her radiant course in 
the orbit of benevolence, clad in unexpensive simplicity, 
and with the savings of her personal expenditure, cloth- 
ing the naked, feeding the hungry, healing the sick ; 
and thus bringing upon herself the blessings of him that 
was ready to perish, and caused the widow's b^art to 
sinff for joy. 

Not only the ornament, but the person which it adorns, 
is corruptible. Accident may distort the finest form, 
diseases fade the loveliest coloring, time disfigure the 
smoothest surface, and death, the spoiler of beauty, 
work a change so awful and appalling, as to turn away 
the most impassioned admirers in disgust. How soon 
will every other dress be displaced by the shroud, and 
^very other decoration be stripped off to make way for 
the flowers that are strewed in the coffin upon the corpse, 
as if to hide the deformity of death. But the graces 
of the heart, and the beauties of the character, are im- 
perishable ; such let a wife be continually seeking to 
put on ; << for she that has a wise husband, must entice 
nim to an eternal dearness, by the veil of modesty, and 
the robes of chastity, the ornaments of meekness, and 
the jewels of faith and charity ; she must have no paint 
but blushings ; her brightness must be her purity, and 
she must sl^ine round about with sweetnesses and friend- 
ship, and then she shall be pleasant while she lives, and 
desired when she dies." 

5. Economy and Order in the management of her 
personal and domestic expenditure, is the obvious duty 
of a wife. 

Tou are to preside in the direction of househoM af- 

ikits ; and much of the prosperity ttiA comfort of the 

^e commvauty will depend u^n your skilful and pru- 
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dent arrangements. There is a manifi^st dispositioii in 
this age, in all classes of society, to come as close as 
possible to the habits of those abore them. The poor 
are imitating the middling classes, and thej are copying 
the upper ranks. A i^owy, luxurious, and expensire 
taste is almost uniyersally cherished, and^is displayed 
in innumerable instances, where there are no means to 
support it. A large house, a country residence, splen- 
did furniture, a carriage, a retinue of servants, and 
large parties, are the aim of many, whose creditors pay 
for all. Christian families Bxe in most imminent peril 
of worldly conformity in the present day ; and the line 
of demarcation between the church and the world is fast 
wearing out. It is true they have no cards, they do not 
frequent the theatre, or the ball room, and perhaps they 
have no midnight routs ; — but this is all : for many are 
as anxious about the splendor of their furniture, the 
fashion of their habits, the expensiveness of their enter* 
tainments, as the veriest worlding can be. Now a wife 
has great influence in checking or promoting all this. 
It has been thought that this increasing disposition for 
domestic show and gaiety, is to be attributed chiefly to 
female vanity. It is woman that is chiefly regarded as 
the presiding genius of such a scene : she receives 
the praise and the compliments of the whole, and she 
therefore is under the str^gest temptation to promote it. 
But let her consider, how little all this has to do with the 
happiness of the family, even in its most prosperous state; 
and }iow a recollection of it aggravates the misery of 
adversity, when a reverse ta&es place. T%en to be 
i^nd in debt for finery of dress, or furniture ; then to 
have it said that ^r extravagance helped to ruin her hus- 
band ; then to want that, for bread, which was formerly 
Wttsted on luxury ; then to hear the whispered reproach 
of having if^ured others by her own thoughtless expen- 
diturel^'^Atoid, my female friends, these miseries ; do 
n<yt gotm to prepare wormwood and gall to embitter 
8till*more the already bitter cup of adversity. Endeav- 
or to acquire a skilflilness in domestic management, a 
fhxgidity, a prudence, a love of order and neatneea, a 
)nid-way course between meanness and luxury, a snita- 
M^nesft to yofiT station in life, to ytmt <!^tVs\Ii%xl ^^|ft<:k\««kr* 
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sion ; an economy which shall leave you more to spare 
for the cause of God, and the miseries of man. Rath- 
er check than stimulate the taste of your husband for 
expense ; tell him that it is not necessary for your hap- 
piness, nor for the comfort of the family ; draw him 
away from these adventitious circumstances, to the men- 
tal improvement, the moral culture, the religious in- 
struction of your children. Let knowledge, piety, good 
sense, well-formed habits, harmony, mutual love, be the 
sources of your domestic pleasures : what is splendor 
of furniture, or dress, or entertainments, to these ? 
6. A wife SHOULD be most attentive to all that 

CONCERNS the WELFARE AND COMFORT OF THE CHILDREN, 

if there be any. 

For this purpose, she must be a keeper at home. — 
" That they may teach the young wives to be sober, to 
love their husbands, to love their children, to be dis- 
creet, chaste, fceeper* athome,^^ And how can the du- 
ties that devolve upon the female head of a family, be 
well discharged it she be not a keeper at home ? — On 
this I have dwelt already in a former chapter, but its 
importance will justify my returning to the subje^ct again. 
How much has she to attend to, how many cares to sus- 
tain, how many activities to support, where there is a 
young family ? Whoever has leisure for gossiping, she 
has none : whoever may be found wandering from house* 
to house, ^^ hearing or telling some new thing," she must 
not. A mother's place is in the midst of her family ; 
a mother's duties are to take care of them. Nothing 
can excuse a neglect of these : and yet we often see 
such neglect. Some are literary characters^ and the 
welfare of the household is neglected for books. Not 
that I would debar a female from the luxury of reading, 
nor sink her to a mere domestic drudge, whose cease- 
less toils must have no intermission, or solace from lit- 
erature ; far from it : but her taste for literature must 
be kept within due bounds, and not be allowed to inter- 
fere with her household duties. No husband can be 
pleased to see a book in the hands of a wife, while the 
house is in confusion, and the children's comfort unpro- 
vided for. Much less should a taste for company be al- 
Jowed to draw a wife too much out of the circle of her 
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cigres and her duties. To be wandering from house to 
house in the morning, or to be engaged till a late hour, 
evening afler evening, at a party, while the family at 
home are leR to themselves, or the care of servants, is 
certainly disgraceful. Even attention to the public du- 
ties of religion must be regulated by a due regard to 
domestic claims. I am aware that many are apt to 
make these claims an excuse for neglecting the public 
means of grace almost entirely : the house of God is 
unfrequented ; sermons, sacramental seasons, and all 
other religious meetings, are given up, for an ab9orblng 
attention to household ajSairs. This is one extreme *, 
and the other is, such a devotedness to religious meet- 
ings, that the wants of a sick family, the cries of a hun- 
gry infant, or the circumstances of some extraordinary 
case of family care, are not allowed to have any force 
in detaining a mother from a week-day sermon, a pray- 
er meeting, or the anniversary of some public institu- 
tion. It is no honor to religion, for a wife, under such 
circumstances, to be seen in the house of God : duties 
cannot be in opposition to each other ; and at such a 
time, her's lie at home. It must be always distressing, 
and in some cases disgusting, for a husband on his re- 
turning to a scene of domestic confusion, and seeing a 
neglected child in the cot, to be told afler enquiring after 
the mother, that she is attending a sermon, or a public 
meeting. There is great need for watchfulness in the 
present age, when female agency is in such requisition, 
lest attention to public institutions should most injurious- 
ly interfere with the duties of wife and a mother. I 
know very well, that an active woman, may, by habits 
of order, punctuality, and despatch, so arrange her 
more direct and immediate duties at home, as to allow 
of sufficient leisure to assist the noble societies which 
solicit her patronage, without neglecting her husband 
and children : but where this cannot be done, no society, 
whether humane or religious, should be allowed to take 
her away from what is, after all, her first and more ap- 
propriate sphere. She mmt be a keeper at homey if any- 
thing there demands her presence. 

Such appear to me to be the leading dali^a o^ ^ -vx^^. 
Motives of a very high and sacred dciaiaclQt rci^^j \i^ ^^- 



58 THE FAMILY MONlTOlt: OR 

fered for a diligent performance of them. Her own 
amrfarfy and that of her husband, is of course, most vi- 
tally connected with a fulfilment of her obligations: and 
the welfare of her children is also deeply involved. 
And then, her character shines forth with peculiar lus- 
tre. A GOOD WIFE is a high attainment in female excel- 
lence; it is woman in her brightest glory since the fall. 
But there is one consideration of supreme importance 
mentioned by the apostle, to which I shall direct your 
attentioh. — ^^ Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands, that if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the conversation 
of the wives, while they behold your chaste conversa- 
tion, coupled with fear." Powerful and yet tender con- 
sideration ! Mark, my female friends, the implied eu- 
logy passed by the apostle on your sex, where he seems 
to take it for granted, that if one party be destitute of re- 
ligion, it is the husband. And facts prove that this 
assumption was correct. Religion flourishes most 
amongst the female part of our species : in our congre- 
gations, and in our churches, the greater number is of 
them. Can we account for this by natural causes ? Part- 
ly. They are more at home, and therefore more within 
reach of the means of grace; — they are more suscepti- 
ble ;-^hey are less exposed to those temptations that 
harden the heart through the deceitfulness of sin; they 
are subject to more affliction, which soAens the heart, 
and prepares it for the seed of the kingdom; — but all 
this IS not enough; for without grace, all these advanta- 
ges are unavailing : we must resolve it therefore into 
divine purpose, divine interposition, and the arrange- 
ments of divine wisdom. Female influence in all civil- 
ized states is great; and God has generally made much 
use of this wherever the gospel has come, as one of the 
means for spreading religion. He pours his grace on 
them, that their influence may be employed with others, 

- especially their husbands and their children. If then, 
in any case, a christian woman be united to an uncon- 
verted man, she must cherish and display a deep, and 
tender, and judicious solicitude for his salvation : and 
^^ what knoweet thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save 

th^ huaband.^^ I would not eiicouTCL^^ \tti^^v\ \aax- 
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riages : I would not have the single try the doubtful and 
dangerous experiment, of marrying an irreligious man, 
in the hope of converting him; in such cases the conver- 
sion is onen the other way; but where the union ts form- 
ed, there I say, nourish the anxiety, and employ every 
discreet exertion for his eternal welfare. Many instan- 
ces have occurred, in which the unbelieving husband, 
has been sanctified by the wife. She has drawn him 
with the cords of a tender and judicious love, to a con- 
sideration of the subject of personal religion. Think 
of the value of a soul, and of the ineffable glory of be- 
ing the instrument of its salvation. But O ! to be the 
means of saving the soul of a husband ! Think how it 
will strengthen the bond, and sanctify and sweeten it, 
which unites you on earth and in time; and at the same 
time add to it a tie, by which you shall '^ not lose one 
another in the valley of the shadow of death," but be 
re-united as kindred spirits, though not as man and wife, 
in heaven, and through eternity. ^' Think, O wife, of 
the happiness — the honor that awaits you. What is the 
triumph you have acquired over him by your charms, 
compared with the victory you will obtain over him by 
your religion ? — What pleasure will attend you the re- 
mainder of your days — now you are of '^ one heart and 
one mind;" now you '^ take sweet counsel together." 
The privileged language of prayer now is,^" Our Fa- 
ther:"— of every motion made to go and seek the Lord 
of hosts there is a ready acceptance — ^^ I will go also." 
And what will be your joy and crown of rejoicing in 
that day, when before assembled men and angels, he 
will say, O blessed be the Providence which attached 
u» in yonder world and has still moje perfectly United us 
in this. The woman thou gavest to be with me, led me 
not to the tree of knowledge of good and evil, but to 
the tree of life which is in the mid^t of the paradise of 
God.* 

But how is this solicitude to be employed? Hie 
apoAtle tells us: ^^ that they may be won by the conversa- 
tion of their wives, while they BKnoLD your chaste con- 
versation, coupled with fear." Tour religion must be 
seen embodied in your whole character and conduct. 

•Mr. #87. 
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It must commend itself to their judgment, by what thej 
perceive, as sincere. It must be consistent; for a want 
of uniformity, however earnest it may in many respects 
and at many times appear, will produce disgust. You 
must ^^ let your light shine before them, that they seeing 
your good works, may glorify God," You must ever 
appear invested with all the beauty of a lovely example, 
which, silent though you be as it respects your tongue, 
is living eloquence. Your religion must diffuse its lustre 
over your whole character, and impress itself most 
deeply on your relation as a wife, and a mother: it must 
be a new motive to all that respect, and reverence, and 
devotedness, and meekness, which have been laid be- 
fore you, and it must lead you to carry every conjugal 
and maternal virtue to the highest degree of perfection: 
It must be attended with the most profound humility, for 
if there be any spiritual pride, any conscious and mani- 
fest sense of superiority, any thing approaching to the 
pharisaic temper, which says, " stand by, I am holier 
than thou," any thing like contempt of your husband, 
as an unconverted sinner, you will excite an inveterate 
prejudice, not only against religion, but against your- 
self ; religion will be hated by him for your sake, and 
you for religion's sake. When you venture to speak to 
him on the subject of piety, it should be as remotely as 
possible from all lecturing, all dictation, all reproach, 
all conscious superiority ; and with all possible tender- 
ness, meekness, humility, and persuasive affection. Nev- 
er talk to him of his state before others, and never talk 
at him. Nor is it likely to accomplish the object you 
have in view, to weary him by continual importunity. 
Many defeat their own end, by an incessant introduc- 
tion of the subject, and somefimes with an asperity 
which increases the revulsion, which its own nature is 
calculated, in such a mind, to produce. An occasional 
hint, and that of the most tender, respectful, and deli- 
cate kind, is all that you should attempt, and then leave 
your example to spei^. Occasionally, you may put an 
instructive volume in «his way, and solicit his perusal of 
it. Do not bring your religious friends too much about 
jrou^ so as to annoy him*, espedaUy^kee^ «.vra.y as much 
as possible, any that may bavfi a \eaa ^iV.\qu o^ ^\%c.\^- 
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tion than the rest; and confine yourself to the more ju- 
dicious and best informed. , Never rudely interfere with 
his pursuits, his reading, or his company, although they 
may not be what you can cordially approve. Till he is 
enlightened from above, he will not see the evil of these 
things, and to attempt to interrupt him, in any other 
way, than by the mildest and most respectful expostula- 
tion, will only do harm. Should he wish to draw you 
from the high pursuit of eternal life, you are not, of 
course, in this case, to yield to his persuasion, nor in 
any thing to concede, where your conscience is deci- 
dedly concerned in the matter. You must be firm, but 
mild. One concession granted by you, would only lead 
to another. But still, even in this extremity, your re- 
sistance of his attempts to interfere with your religion, 
must be maintained in all the meekness of wisdom, and 
must be attended with fresh efiTorts to please, in all 
things which are lawful. If such a line of conduct 
should subject you to reproach, anger, and persecution, 
a most painful and by no means an uncommon case, you 
must possess y6ur soul in patience, and commit your 
way to Him that judgeth righteously. Many a perse- 
cuting husband, has been subdued, if not to religion, 
yet to kinder conduct, by the meek and uncomplain- 
ing temper of his wife. 

To conclude. Let us all seek afler more of the spir- 
it of true religion, — the spirit of faith, of hope, of pray- 
er: a faith, that really believes the word of God, and 
looketh habitually to the cross of Christ by which we 
obtain salvation, and to. the eternal world where we shall 
fully and for ever enjoy it : a hope that lives in the ex» 
pectation and desire of glory, honor, immortality, and 
eternal life : and a spirit of prayer which leads us daily 
and hourly to the throne of divine grace, for all that aid 
of the Holy Ghost, which we need, not only for the du« 
ties that refer to our relations to another world, but for ' 
those which devolve upon us, in consequence of our re- 
lation in this. '^ Godliness is profitable for all things, 
having the promise of the life that now is, as well as of 
that which is to come." The same princi^^le of diNvwj^ 
grace which unites us to God, wflWYndMacXo^^exVo^^OBw 
other. ReUgioB contains in it, not only \Xi^^ ^^^^^ ^V 

6 
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It must commend itself to their judgment, by what thej 
perceive, as sincere. It must be consistent; for a want 
of uniformity, however earnest it may in many respects 
and at many times appear, will produce disgust. You 
must ^' let your light shine before them, that they seeing 
your good works, may glorify God." You must ever 
appear invested with all the beauty of a lovely example, 
which, silent though you be as it respects your tongue, 
is living eloquence. Your religion must diffuse its lustre 
over your whole character, and impress itself most 
deeply on your relation as a wife, and a mother: it must 
be a new motive to all that respect, and reverence, and 
devotedness, and meekness, which have been laid be- 
fore you, and it must lead you to carry every conjugal 
and maternal virtue to the highest degree of perfection : 
It must be attended with the most profound humility, for 
if there be any spiritual pride, any conscious and mani- 
fest sense of superiority, any thing approaching to the 
Pharisaic temper, which says, '^ stand by, I am holier 
than thou," any thing like contempt of your husband, 
as an unconverted sinner, you will excite an inveterate 
prejudice, not only against religion, but against your- 
self ; religion will be hated by him for your sake, and 
you for religion's sake. When you venture to speak to 
him on the subject of piety, it should be as remotely as 
possible from all lecturing, all dictation, all reproach, 
all conscious superiority ; and with all possible tender- 
ness, meekness, humility, and persuasive affection. Nev- 
er talk to him of his state before others, and never talk 
at him. Nor is it likely to accomplish the object you 
have in view, to weary him by continual importunity. 
Many defeat their own end, by an incessant introduc- 
tion of the subject, and somefimes with an asperity 
which increases the revulsion, which its own nature is 
calculated, in such a mind, to produce. An occasional 
hint, and that of the most tender, respectful, and deli- 
cate kind, is all that you should attempt, and then leave 
your example to speak. Occasionally, you may put an 
instructive volume in -his way, and solicit his perusal of 
it. Do not bring your religious friends too much about 
jou^ BO as to annoy him; especially, keep away as much 
M possible f any that may have a \e«a ^tViou o^ ^\%c^\^- 
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tion than the rest; and confine yourself to the more ju- 
dicious and best informed. , Never rudely interfere with 
his pursuits, his reading, or his company, although they 
may not be what you can cordially approve. Till he is 
enlightened from above, he will not see the evil of these 
things, and to attempt to interrupt him, in any other 
way, than by the mildest and most respectful expostula- 
tion, will only do harm. Should he wish to draw you 
from the high pursuit of eternal life, you are not, of 
course, in this case, to yield to his persuasion, nor in 
any thing to concede, where your conscience is deci- 
dedly concerned in the matter. You must be firm, but 
mild. One concession granted by you, would only lead 
to another. But still, even in this extremity, your re- 
sistance of his attempts to interfere with your religion, 
must be maintained in all the meekness of wisdom, and 
must be attended with fresh efiTorts to please, in all 
things which are lawful. If such a line of conduct 
should subject you to reproach, anger, and persecution, 
a most painful and by no means an uncommon case, you 
must possess y6ur soul in patience, and commit your 
way to Him that judgeth righteously. Many a perse- 
cuting husband, has been subdued, if not to religion, 
yet to kinder conduct, fey the meek and uncomplain- 
ing temper of his wife. 

To conclude. Let us all seek after more of the spir- 
it of true religion, — the spirit of faith, of hope, of pray- 
er: a faith, that really believes the word of God, and 
looketh habitually to the cross of Christ by which we 
obtain salvation, and to. the eternal world where we shall 
fully and for ever enjoy it : a hope that lives in the ex» 
pectation and desire of glory, honor, immortality, and 
eternal life: and a spirit of prayer which leads us daily 
and hourly to the throne of divine grace, for all that aid 
of the Holy Ghost, which we need, not only for the du-«. 
ties that refer to our relations to another world, but for ' 
those which devolve upon us, in consequence of our re- 
lation in this. '^ Godliness is profitable for all things, 
haying the promise of the life that now is, as well as of 
that which is to come." The same principle of divine 
grace which unites us to God, willbmd\iac\o^ct\.^^%s5sv 
other. Religion contains in it, not oiv\y \\i^ ^^^^% vX 
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immortal virtues, but of such as are mortal: not only 
the germs of excellencies which are to flourish in the 
temple of heaven, but which grow up in the house of 
our pilgrimage upon earth, to enliven with their beauty, 
and to refresh with thoir fragrance, the domestic circle. 
JL good christian cannot be a bad husband, or father; 
and other things being equal, he who has most piety, 
will shine most in all the relations of life. A Bible pla- 
ced between man and wife as the basis of their union, 
the rule of their conduct, and the model of their spirit, 
Mrill make up many a difference, comfort them under 
' many a cross, guide them in many a strait, wherein flesh 
and blood will be confounded and at a loss, support 
them in their last sad parting from each other, and re- 
unite them in the world where they shall go no more out. 
" Those married pairs that live, as remembering that 
they must part again, and give an account how they 
treat themselves and each other, shall at the day of 
their death, be admitted to glorious espousals; and when 
they shall live again, be married to their Lord, and par- 
take of his glories. All those things that now please 
us, shall pass from hs, or we from them; but those things 
that concern the other life, are permanent as the num- 
bers of eternity: and although at the resurrection, there 
shall be no relation of husband and wife, and no mar- 
riage shall be celebrated but the marriage of the Lamb, 
yet then shall be remembered how men and women pas- 
sed through this state, which is a type of that; and from 
this sacramental union, all holy pairs shall pass to the 
spiritual and eternal, where love shall be their portion, 
and joys shall crown their heads, and they shall lie on 
the bosom of Jesus, and in the heart of God to eternal 
ages." Amen. 



CHAPTER III. 



SOME REMARKS ON THE FORMATION OF THE MARRIAGE 

UNION. 



" Methinks it is a misfortune that the marriage state, which in its own nature ii adapted 
to give us the completest happiness this life is capable of, should be so uncomfortable a 
one to so many as it daily proves. But the mischief generally proceeds from the unwise 
choice people make for themselves, and an expectation of happiness from things incapa- 
ble of giving it Nothing but the good qualities of (he the person beloved, can be a 
foondation for a love of Judgment and discretion ; and whoever expects happiness from 
any thing but virtue, wisdom, good humor, and a similitude of manners, wm find them- 
tefves widely mtstaken." SPECTATOR. 

The preceding chapters make it evident, that mar- . 
riage is a step of incalculable importance, and ought 
never to be taken without the greatest consideration and 
the utmost caution. If the duties of this state are so 
numerous and so weighty, and if the right discharge of 
these obligations, as well as the happiness of our whole 
life, and even our safety for eternity, depends, as they 
necessarily must do, in no small measure upon the 
choice we make of a husband or wife, then let reason 
determine, with what deliberation we should advance 
to such a connexion. It is obvious, that no decision of 
our whole earthly existence requires more of the exer- 
cise of a calm judgment than this, and yet observation 
proves how rarely the judgment is allowed to give coun- 
sel, and how generally the imagination and the peissions 
settle the business. A very great portion of the misery 
and of the crime with which society is depraved and 
afflicted, is the result of ill-formed marriages. If mere 
passion without prudence, or covetousness without love, 
be allowed to guide the choice, no wonder that it is im- 
properly done, or that it is highly disastrous in its con- 
sequences; and how often are passion and covetousness 
alone consulted. To use the beautiful language quoted 
by me in another work, where I have treated briefly the 
subject of this chapter, I would remark, ^"^ Wv^lVNx^^ ^V^ 
enter the marriage state j cast a d\e o£ l\i^ ^xe^x.^^^ ^^'^^ 
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tingency, and yet of the greatest interest in the world, 
next to the last throw for eternity. Life or death, felic- 
ity or a lasting sorrow, are in the power of marriage. 
A woman indeed ventures most, for she hath no semc- 
tuary to retire to, from an evil husband; she must dwell 
upon her sorrow, which her own folly hath produced; 
and she is more under it, because iier tormentor hath 
warrant of prerogative, and the woman may complain to 
God, as subjects do of tyrant princes, but otherwise she 
hath no appeal in the causes of unkindness. And 
though THE MAN can run from many hours of sadness, 
yet he must return to it again; and when he sits among 
his neighbors, he remembers the objection that lies in 
his bosom, and he sighs deeply." If however, it were 
merely the comfort of the married pair themselves, that 
was concerned, it would be a matter of less consequence, 
a stake of less value; but ihe well being of a family, 
not only for this world, but for the next; and equally so 
the well being of their descendants, even to a remote 
period, depends upon this union. In the ardor of pas- 
sion, few are disposed to listen to the - counsels of pru- 
dence; and perhaps there is no advice, generally speak- 
ing, more thrown away, than that which is offered on 
the subject of marriage. Most persons, especially if 
they are already attached to a selected object, even 
though they have not committed themselves by a prom- 
ise or even a declaration, will go on in the pursuit, blind- 
ed by love to the indiscretion of their choice; or desper- 
ately determined, with the knowledge of that indiscre- 
tion,.to accomplish, if possible, their purpose. Upon 
such individuals, reasoning is wasted, an^ they must be 
left to gain wisdom in the only way, by which some will 
acquire it, painful experience. To others who may be 
yet disengaged, and disposed to hearken to the language 
of advice, the following remarks are offered. — 

In the affair of marriage, be guided by the advice 
OF parents or guardians. Parents have no right to 
select for you, nor ought you to select for yourself, with- 
out consulting with them. How far they are vested 
with authority to prohibit you from marrying a person 
whom they disapprove, is a point of casuistry, very dif^ 
^caJt to determine. If you ore of a^e,«LT\^^\^X.Q ^^^- 
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vide for yourselves, or are likely to be well provided for 
by those to whom you are about to be united, is a ques- 
tion whether they can do any thing more than advise 
and persuade; but till you are of age, they, have positive 
authority to forbid: and it is an undutiful act in you, to 
form connexions without their knowledge, and to carry 
them on against their prohibitions. Their objections 
ought always, I admit, to be founded on reason, and not 
on caprice, pride^ or cupidity; for where this is the case, 
and children are of full age, and are guided in their 
choice by prudence, by piety, and by affection, they 
certainly may and must be left to decide for themselves. 
Where, however, parents rest their objections on suffi- 
cient grounds, and shew plain and palpable reasons for 
prohibiting a connexion, there it is the manifest duty, of 
sons and especially of daughters, to give it up. A union 
formed in opposition to the reasonable objection of a 
discreet father or mother is very rarely a happy one; 
and the bitter cup is rendered additionally bitter in such 
a case, by the wormwood and gall of self reproach. 
What miseries of this kind have we all seen! How 
many beacons are set up, if young people would but 
look at them, to warn them against the folly of giving 
themselves to the impulse of an imprudent attachment, 
and following it to a close, against the advice, remon- 
strances, and prohibitions of their parents. Very sel- 
dom does that connexion prove otherwise than a source 
of wretchedness, on which the frown of an affectionate 
and wise father and mother fell from the beginning ; for 
God seems to rise up in judgment, and to suppoit the 
parent's authority, by confirming their displeasure with 
bis own. 

Marriage should in every case be formed upon the 

BASIS OF MUTUAL ATTACHMENT. If there bc UO loVC 

before marriage, it cannot be expected there should be 
any aftqr it. Lovers, as all are supposed to be who are 
looking forward to this union, without love, have no 
right to expect happiness; the coldness of indifference 
is soon likely, in their case, to be changed into aversion. 
There ought to be personal attachmewt. \i V)ftfe\^ \i^ 
an/ things even in the exterior, thai excW.ea ^\^%\xsX>^^ 
banns aie forbidden by the voice oC nalvxt^. \ ^ox^rX 
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Bhjy that beautjT of countenance, or elegance of form, 
is necessary; by no means; a pure and strong attach- 
ment, has often existed in the absence of these; and I 
will not take upon me to determine, that it is absolutely 
impossible to love deformityy but we certainly ought not 
to unite ourselves with it, unless we can love it; or -at 
least, are so enamored with the fascination of mental 
qualities that may be united with it, as to lose sight of 
the body in the charms of the mind, the heart, and the 
manners. All I contend for, is that to proceed to mar- 
riage against absolute dislike and revulsion, is irration- 
al, base, and sinful. . 

But love should respect the mind as well as the body; 
for to be attached to an individual simply on the ground 
of beauty, is to fall in love with a doll, a statue, or a pic- 
ture; such an attachment is lust or fancy, but certainly 
not a rational affection. If we love the body, but do 
not love the mind, the heart, and the manners, our regard 
is placed upon the inferior part of the person, and 
therefore; only upon that which by disease, may be next 
year a vfery different thing to what it is now. Nothing 
fades so soon as beauty; it is but like the delicate bloom 
of an attractive fruit, and if there be nothing agreeable 
underneath; will be thrown away in disgust when that is 
brushed off; and thrown away, too, by the very hand of 
him that plucks it. It is so commonly remarked, as to 
be proverbial, that the charms of mind increase by ac- 
quaintance, while those of the exterior diminish: and 
that while the former easily reconcile us to a plain coun- 
tenance, the latter excite, by the power of contrast, a 
distaste for the insipidity, ignorance, and heartlessness 
with which they are united, like gaudy, scentless flow- 
ers growing in a desert. Instead of determining to 
stake our happiness upon the act of gathering these 
blooming weeds, to place them in our bosom, let us ask, 
how they will look a few years hence, or how they will 
adorn and bless our habitation? Let us ask, will the 
understanding, united with that countenance, render 
its subject fit to be my companion, and the instructer of 
iny children? Will that tiemper patiently bear with my 
weaknesses, kindly consult my t^^slea, ^SfecX.viw^\.^l>j 
^adjr my comfort ? Will thoae maxwaeta i^\^^^ ^^ Nsx 
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solitude, as well as in society ? Will those habits ren- 
der my dwelling pleasant to myself and to my friends ? 
We must try these matters, and hold our passions back, 
that we may take counsel with our judgment, and suffer 
reason to come down and talk with us in the cool of the 
evening. 

Such then, is the love on which marriage should be 
contracted, love to the whole person; love to the mind, 
and heart, and manners, as well as to the countenance 
and form; love tempered with respect; for this only is 
the attachment that is likely to survive the charms of 
novelty, the spoilations of disease, and the influence of 
time; that is likely to support the tender sympathies 
and exquisite sensibilities of the conjugal state; and 
render man and wife to the verge of extreme old age, 
what it was the intention of him, who instituted the 
marriage union, they should be, — the help and the com- 
fort of each other. 

By what language then, sufficiently strong and indig- 
nant, can we reprobate those compacts, so disgraceful, 
and yet so common, by which marriage is converted in- 
to a money speculatioUj a trading enterprizcj a mere btisi- 
nesa of pounds y shillings and pencel How cruel apart 
do those parents act, who for the sake of an advantage- 
ous settlement, urge their daughters into a union, from 
which their hearts revolt; or persuade their sons to mar- 
ry women, towards whom they feel no affection, merely 
for the sake of a fortune ! Unnatural fathers and moth- 
ers! is it thus ye would lead your children, decorated as 
sacrifices, to the shrine of Mammon, and act the part of 
priests and priestesses yourselves^ in the immolation of 
these hapless victims ! ! What, will you assist in the 
rites of this legal prostitution? Can none others be 
found but youj the natural guardians of your children's 
interest, to persuade them to sell their persons, and bar- 
ter all the happiness of their future lives for gold? Will 
you make yourselves responsible for all the future mise- 
ries of your children, and your children's children, by 
recommending such a sordid compact? Forbear, I en- 
treat you, for your own sake, for your cUvldten's ^^^^ 
and for the sake of society, to recomaieii^ ^ \»axxva^^^ 
which /s^ not founded on pure, and stTOii!^ati^Tft»X>3^^ ^^ 
tachment 
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Young people themselves, should be extremely care- 
ful on their own part, to let no persuasions of others, 
no impulse of their own covetousness, no anxiety to be 
their own masters and mistresses, no ambition for secu- 
lar splendor, induce them to enter into a connexion, to 
which they are not drawn by the solicitations of a pure 
and virtuous love. What will a large house, splendid 
furniture, a gay equipage, and fashionable entertain- 
ments do for their possessor, in the absence of connu- 
bial love ? " Is it for these baubles, these toys," ex- 
claims the wretched heart as it awakens, alas! too late, 
in some sad scene of domestic woe, ^' is it for this I 
have bartered away myself, my happiness, my honor ? 

" How ill the sceDes that ofier rest, 
And heart thai cannot rest agree." 

O there is a sweetness, a charm, a power to please, 
ill pure and mutual afiection, though it be cherished in 
the humblest abode, and maintained amidst the plainest 
circumstances, and has to contend with many difficulties, 
compared with which, the elegancies and brilliancies of 
worldly grandeur, are but as the splendor of an eastern 
palace, to one of the bowers of the garden of Eden. 
Let the man nobly determine to earn his daily bread by 
the sweat of his brow, and find his daily task sweeten- 
ed by the thought that it is for the woman he loves, rath- 
er than roll about in his chariot, and live a life of splen- 
did indolence and misery, with the woman he does no^ 
love: and let the other sex, as nobly and heroically de- 
termine to trust to their own energies, but especially to 
a gracious providence, rather than marry without affec- 
tion, for the sake of a settlement. 

Then there is another error committed by some : hav- 
ing been disappointed in a connexion which they hop- 
ed to form, they become reckless for the future, and in 
a temper of mind bordering upon revenge, accept the 
first individual who may present himself, whether they 
love him or not. This is the last degree of folly, and is 
such an act of suicidal violence upon her own peace, 
as can neither be described nor reprobated in terms 
0ufficient]y strong. This is to act like the enraged 
scorpion, and to turn their eliug vi\»oxi VJtv^xfts^Vs^v^ 
an^ in an act of spleen to sacn&ce iVieSx \i».^^vfta^^ \.^ 
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folly. And in fact, on whom does this mad spite fall ? 
Upon the individual who has done them no harm, but 
that of attempting to heal the breach that has been 
made in their happiness, and to whom in return they 
carry a heart, which they have Virtually-given to anoth- 
er. How much more rational, how much more conduc- 
tive to their own eomfort, and how much more honora- 
ble it is in a case like this, to wait till time, and piety 
have healed the wound, and left the heart at liberty for 
another attachment ; and even to remain in perpetual 
celiba>cy, rather than marry without that which alone 
can constitute a virtuous marriage.^ — sincere affection. 
Marriage should ever be contracted, with thb 

STRICTEST REGARD TO THE RULES OF PRUDENCE. Discre- 
tion is a virtue, at which none but fools laugh. In re- 
ference to no subject is it more frequently set aside and 
despised, than in that, which of all that can be mention- 
ed, most needs its sober counsels. For Ibve to be seen 
standing at the oracle of wisdom, is thought by some 
romantic and silly young people, to be a thing altogeth- 
er out of place. If they only were concerned, they 
might be left to their folly, to be punished by its fruits: 
but imprudent marriages, as we have already consider- 
ed, spread far and wide by their bad consequences, and 
also send these consequences down to posterity. The 
understanding is given to us to control the passions and 
the imagination, and they, who in an affair of such con- 
sequence, as choosing a companion for life, set aside 
the testimony of the former, and listen only to the ad- 
vice of the latter, have in that instance, at least, for- 
feited the character of a rational being, and sunk to the 
level of those creatures, who are wholly governed by 
appetite, unchecked by reason. Prudence would pre- 
vent, if it were allowed to guide the conduct of man- 
kind, a very large portion of human misery. In the 
business before us it would allow none to marry till they 
had a prospect of support. It is perfectly obvious to 
me, that the present generation of young people, are 
not distinguished by a discretion of this kind: they are 
too much in haste to enter the conjugal state, and place 
themselves at the heads of families, befoie \.\v^^ \v^n^ 
fl/jT rational hope of being able to ftuip^oxX xNx^^xv. Ka 



70 THE FAMILY MONITOR! OR 

soon almost as they arrive at the age of manhood, 
whether they are in business or not, before they have as- 
certained whether their business will succeed or not, they 
look round for a wife, and make a hasty, perhaps an in- 
judicious selection. A family comes on before they 
have adequate means of maintaining it: their affairs be- 
come embarrassed; bankruptcy ensues; their prospects 
are clouded forever; they become burdens upon their 
friends; and their misery, together with that of the part- 
ner of their folly, and of their hapless children, is seal- 
ed for the term of their existence upon earth. How 
many instances of this kind have we known, and which 
may be considered as sad, and true, and impressive, 
comments on the imprudence of improvident marriages. 
Let young people exercise their reason and their fore- 
sight; or if they will not, but are determined to rush in- 
to the expences of housekeeping, before they have 
opened sources to meet them, let them hear, in spite of 
the syren song of their imagination, the voice of faith- 
ful warning, and prepare to eat the bitter herbs of use- 
less regrets, for many a long and weary year after the 
nuptial feast has passed away. 

JPrudence forbids all unequal marriages. There 
should be an equality as near as may be in age : " for," 
says Mr. Jay, "how unnatural, how indecent, it is to see 
an old man surrounded with infants and babes, when he 
can scarcely see or hear for the infirmities of age! 
How unnatural, how odious it is, to see a young man 
fastened to a piece of antiquity, so as to perplex stran- 
gers to determine, whether he is living with a wife or a 
mother." No one will give the woman in the one case, 
or the man in the other, the credit of marrying for love; 
and the world will be ill-natured enough, and one can 

' hardly help joining in the censoriousness, to say that 
such matches are mere pecuniary speculations; for gen- 
erally speaking, the old party in the union, is a rich 
one; and as generally, they carry a scourge for the oth- 
eff in their purse. A fortune has often thus been a mis- 
fortune for both. 

Equality of rank is desirable, or as near to it as pos- 
sJbJe. Instances have occurred, in which respectable 

J^en have married servants, and yeX moJiYvVim^^ ^€vx 
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respectability, and enjoyed a full cup of domestic com- 
fort: but these cases are rare, and generally contain 
some circumstances of peculiarity. And it is much less 
perilous for a rich man to descend into the vale of pov- 
erty for a wife, than it is for a rich woman to go down for 
a husband. He can much more easily raise his com- 
panion to his own level, than she can. Society will 
much more readily accommodate themselves to his er- 
ror, than to hers. Much of the happiness of the conju- 
gal state, depends upon the relatives of the parties, and 
if the marriage has offended them, if it has degraded 
them, how much of bitterness is it in their power to 
throw into the cup of enjoyment. Many a wife has 
carried to her grave, the sting inflicted upon her peace, 
by the insults of her husband's friends : and in all such 
cases, he must receive a part of the venom. 

^^ It has been said, that no class of men err so much 
in this article, as ministers. But surely this cannot be 
admitted. It cannot bb supposed that those whose of- 
fice it is to inculcate prudence, should themsekes be 
proverbial for indiscretion. It cannot be supposed that 
those whose incomes are limited, and whose circumstan- 
ces demand economy, would bring into the management 
of them, those who have been trained up in delicacy 
and extravagance; and are helpless and profuse. It 
cannot be supposed, that men, whose office is respecta- 
ble, and productive of social intercourse, would select 
vulgarity and ignorance, unfit to be either seen or heard, 
merely because it is pious. A minister is to inculcate 
order and regularity ; and would he marry a female that 
would render his house a scene of confusion and tumult ? 
A minister is to show how the claims of life and relig- 
ion harmonize, and to assign to the duties of each, their 
own place and season; and would he marry a rattle- 
brain, who, instead of being a keeper at home, has been 
always rambling afler some new preacher; who, in- 
stead of quietly glorifying God in her own sphere of 
action, has been endeavoring to excite public attention; 
who has been zealous in matters of doubtful disputation, 
but has treated as beneath her regard, matters of com- 
mon and relative obligations? Need Yve\>e lo\^, ^^^ 
bmeaming behaviour in a lower and ]|^tvv«Xei «X.«^ao\iV^ 



72 THE FAMILY MONITOR! OR 

the surest pledge of^ and the hest preparation for a 
proper behaviour in a higher and more public situation! 
A minister is to recommend neatness, and all the de- 
cencies of life, and would he marry a slattern? A min- 
ister is to show, that the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, is in the sight of God, of great price, and would 
he marry a scold ? A minister is to stand in the same 
relation to all his people, who demand his love and ser- 
vice, and would he marry a female who would fondly 
attach herself to a few cronies, listen to all their secrets, 
and divulge her own, and form cabah and schisms, which 
will render his residence unpleasant, or occasion his re- 
moval ? 

To my brethren in the ministry I do recommend, and 
recommend with an earnestness which I have no lan- 
guage sufficiently emphatic to express, the greatest 
caution in this most delicate and important affair. In 
their case, the effects of an imprudent marriage are 
felt in the church of the living God. If the wives of 
the deacons, are to be " grave, not slanderers, sober, 
faithfu*!, in all things," what less can be required of the 
wives of the pastors ? " A bishop must be blameless, 
one that ruleth well his own house, having his children 
in subjection with a gravity. For if a man know not 
how to rule his own house ; how shall he take care of 
the church of God." But how can he exhibit in his 
domestic constitution, the beautiful order and harmony 
which should prevail in every christian family, and espe- 
cially in every minister's house, without the intelligent 
and industrious co-operation of his wife: and how can 
this be expected of one who has no intelligence, or in- 
dustry ? Not only much of the comfort, but of the char- 
acter of a minister, depends upon his wife; and what 
is of still greater consequence, much of his usefulness. 
How many have been driven away from scenes of suc- 
cessful labor, or rendered uncomfortable in the midst of 
them, by the mismanagement x>f wives, who have plung- 
ed their husbands into debt, and thus blasted their re- 
spectability ; . or by that pride, petulance, vulgarity, 
meanness, and busy interference, by which they have 
involved them in perpetual strife, with their neighbors, 
tradesmen, or their congregat\on\ coi[i«v^^\YDL%, ^<^\^ 
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fore, how much mischief may be done by their indiscre- 
tion, ministers should raise imprudence in marriage to 
the rank of a great sin. And then their guilt in the 
commission of this sin is the greater as they have less 
excuse for it than others; for they have only to exercise 
patience, and to restrain themselves from hasty and in- 
judicious entanglements, and to avail themselves of the 
extended opportunity which their situation gives them, 
to obtain a companion, that shall be to them, both as 
men and ministers, a helper of their joy. Some wid- 
owers in selecting a second wife have consulted their , 
children's comfort more than their own taste; whether 
this be right or wrong in their case, we shall presently 
consider; but certainly, a minister while he is allowed 
the usual privilege of following his own predilections, 
ought never to gratify his taste at the expense of his 
official respectability, or at the risk of his usefulness, 
but in the choice of a wife, should be guided by a view 
to the comfort of his church, as well as by a reference 
to his own happiness. 

Marriage should always be formed, with a due ri>- 

GARD TO THE DICTATES OF RELIGION. A pioUS pcrSOU 

should not marry any one who is not also pious. It is 
not desirable to be united to an individual even of % dif- 
ferent denomination, and who, as a point of conscience, 
attends her own place of worship, it is not pleasant on 
a sabbath morning to separate, and go one to one place 
of worship, and the other to another. The most de- 
lightful walk that a holy couple can take, is to the house 
of God in company, and when, in reference to the high 
themes of redemption and the invisible realities of eter- 
nity, they take sweet counsel together. No one would 
willingly lose this. But oh to walk separately in a still 
more important and dreadful sense! To part at the 
point where the two roads to eternity branch off, the one 
to heaven the other to hell; and for the believer " to 
travel on to glory, with the dreadful consciousness, that 
the other party is journeying to perdition!! This is in- 
deed dreadful, and is of itself sufficient to occasion no 
small diminution of conjugal felicity. If however, the 
comfort of the parties only were coiiceTiie^^VX."yw^^\k^ 
a matter of less consequence: but \l \a «t loaXwt oil c^sPfc* 
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science, and an afiair in which we have no option. "She 
is at liberty to marry whom she will " says the apostle, 
speaking to the case of a widow, " but only in the Lord." 
Now though this was said in reference to a female, all 
the reasons of the law belong with equal force to the 
other sex. This appears to me to be not only advice 
but lawj^ and is as binding upon the conscience as any 
other law that we find in the word of God ; and the in- 
cidental manner in which this injunction occurs, is, as 
has been very properly remarked, to the intelligent read- 
er of scripture, the strongest confirmation of the rule 
in all cases, where marrage is in prospect, and where 
there "has been no engagement previous to conversion. 
As to the other passage, where the apostle commands 
ug not to be unequally yoked together with unbelievers, 
it does not apply to marriage, excejJt by inference, but 
to church fellowship, or rather to association and con- 
duct in general, in reference to which, professing chris- 
tians are not to symbolizfe with unbelievers. But if this 
be improper in regard to other matters, how much more 
so in that connexion, which has so powerful an influence 
over our character, as well as our happiness. For a 
christian, then, to marry an individual who is not deci- 
dedly and evidently a .pious person, is a direct opposi- 
tion to the* word of God. 

And if Scripture were not against it, reason is ; for 
" how can two walk together, except they be agreed." 
A difference of fast© in minor matters is an impediment 
in the way of domestic comfort ; but to be opposed to 
each other on the all important subject of religion, is a 
risk, even as it respects our comfort, which no consider- 
ate person should be induced, on any considerations, to 
incur. How can the higher ends of the domestic con- 
stitution be answered, where one of the parents has not 
the spiritual qualifications necessary for accomplishing 
them? How can the work of religious education be 
conducted, and the children be trained in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord ^ And as it respects indi- 
vidual and personal assistance in religious matters, do 
we not all want helps instead of hindrances? A chris- 
tian should make every thing bend to religion, but al- 
/oir religion to bend to nothing. TVvk \a tl\e ov\e thin^ 
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needful^ to which every thing should be subordinate ; and 
surely, to place out of consideration, the affairs of his 
eternal salvation, in so important an affair as marriage, 
shows either that the religion of a person who acts thus, 
is but profession, or likely soon to become so. 

The neglect of this plain and reasonable rule is be- 
coming, I am afraid, more and more prevalent. I do 
not wonder at all, that this subject should have excited 
the attention of the ministers of religion, and that the 
Congregational Association for Wiltshire should at their 
yearly meeting, in 1806, have come to the following res- 
olution: — " Deploring the little regard of late years paid 
by too many professors of religion to the christian nile of 
marriage : and deeming it desirahhy that the attention of 
the public in general, and our own churches in particular, 
should be called to this subject; we do unanimously request 
the Rev. Mr. Jay to publish some strictures upon if." 

In the excellent treatise which Mr. Jay published in 
compliance with this request, he makes the following 
just and important remarks. " How deplorable is it 
that this christian rule of marriage is so frequently 
trampled upon. The violation is, in the degree of it at 
least, peculiar to, our own age. Our pious ancestors, 
especially among the non-conformists, would have been 
shocked at the practice, as appears from their invalua- 
ble writings. And i am persuaded that it is vert 
MUCH OWING to the prevalence op these indiscrim- 
inate AND unhallowed CONNEXIONS, THAT WE HAVE * 
FALLEN SO FAR SHORT OF THOSE MEN OF GOD WHO ARE 
GONE BEFORE US, IN OUR SECLUSION FROM THE WORLD, 
IN THE SIMPLICITY OF OUR MANNjERS, IN THE UNIFORMITY 
OF OUR PROFESSION, IN THE DISCHARGE OF FAMILY WOR- 
SHIP, AND IN THE TRAINING UP OF OUR HOUSEHOLDS IN 
THE NURTURE AND ADMONITION OF THE LoRD." 

No one should contemplate the prospect of such a 
connexion as marriage, without the greatest and most se- 
rious deliberation; nor without the most earnest prayer 
to God for direction. Prayer, however, to be accepta- 
ble to the Almighty, should be sincere, and should be 
presented with a real desire to know and do his will. 
Many, I believe, act towards the Deity , ^"a \.Vi^^ ^'^ ^'^- 
wards their friends; they make uplYieVx mvck^^, ^\A^^\v 
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ask to be directed. They have some doubts, and very 
often strong ones, of the propriety of the step they are 
about to take, which are gradually dissipated by their 
supplications, till they have prayed themselves into a 
conviction that they are quite right in the decision, 
which they have in fact, already made. To pray for di- 
rection in an affair which we know to be in opposition 
to God's word, and on which we have already resolved 
to act, is adding hypocrisy to rebellion. If there be 
reason to believe that the individual who solicits a chris- 
tian to unite herself with him in marriage, is not truly 
pious, what need has she of praying to be directed ? 
This seems like asking the Almighty, to be permitted 
to do that which he has forbidden to be done. 

In the case of widows and widowers, especially 
where there is a family, peculiar prudence is necessary. 
I have known instances in which such persons have 
sacrificed all their own tastes and predilections, and 
have made their selection with exclmive reference to 
their children. Such a sacrifice is indeed generous ; but 
it may become a question whether it is discreet. It is 
placing their own comfort, and even character, in some 
degree of peril, neither of which can be lost, without 
most serious mischief to those very children, whose in- 
terests they have so heroically consulted. This how- 
ever, is an error much more rare and venial, than that 
of the opposite extreme. How unseemly and inconsid- 
• erate is it for a sexagenarian, to bring home a young 
wife, and place her over daughters older than herself 
and introduce into the family circle, aunts and uncles, 
younger than some of the nephews and nieces. Rare 
is the case, in which such inexpedient connexions are 
formed, without the authors of them losing much of 
their own reputation, and destroying much of the com- 
fort of their families. Let not such men wonder, if their 
daughters by the first marriage, are driven from their 
home by the con^quences of the second; and are led 
to form imprudent matches, to which they were led by 
the force of parental example, and urged by the conse- 
quences of parental folly. 

In the selection of a second companion for life, where 
the first has been eminent for talents or virtues^ much 
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care should be t^ken that there be no great and striking 
inferiority, for in such a case, 

« busy, meddling memory, 

Ib barbarous succession,muster8 up 

The past endearments of their softer hours -," 

which form a contrast ever present, and ever painful. 
Th^ man that never knew by experience the joy of a 
happy marriage, can never kno^^ the ills of an impru- 
dent one, as aggravated by the power of comparison. 
Let him that has thus known them, beware how he ex- 
pose himself to such helpless, hopeless misery. 

Due care should also be exercised in reference to the 
children. Has the woman about to be selected, that 
principle, that prudence, that self control, that good 
temper, which, if she become herself a mother, will 
help her to conceal her partialities, for to suppress th«m 
is impossible, and would be unnatural, and to seem no 
less kind to her adopted offspring, than to her own? 
That man acts a most cruel, a most wicked part towards 
the memory of his first wife, who does not provide for 
her children, a kind and judicious friend in his second. 
What is it but a dread of this, that has made some wo- 
men, when upon their dying bed, break through the rules 
of propriety, and recommend their successor in the arms, 
and heart, and house of their husbands ? They trem- 
bled for their children, and seemed at that sad moment, 
to have become willing to be forgotten, provided their 
babes could find a second mother in her that was to fill 
their place. Let me then become the advocate of fath- 
erless or motherless children, and entreat, frff the sake, 
both of the living and the dead, a dUe regard to the 
comfort of these orphans. 

Nor should less deliberation be exercised by the par- 
ty who is about to take, or invited to take the care of 
another person's children. Have they love enough for 
the parent, to bear the burden of care for his sake ? 
Have they kindness enough, temper enough, discretion 
enough, for such a situation, and for such an office ? 
There is no difficulty where the children are lovely in 
person, and amiable in temper; but when they have no 
persona] attractions, no charms of mm^^xio^xA^^YtftKo^.^ 
of character, then is the time to TeaWz.^ lYv^UxvJOa^^'^^ 

7* • 
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Jay's expression, " a wife may be supplied, a mother 
cannoL^^ The man or the woman that can act the pa- 
rent's part towards a froward and unlovely child, must 
have more than nature^ for this belongs only to a real 
parent, they mtist have principle and kindness, and need 
have grace. Let all who are invited to take the supelr- 
intendence of a family, ask themselves, if they possess 
the requisites for the comfortable and satisfactory dis- 
charge of its duties. Let them inquire whether it is 
likely they can be happy in such a situation themselves; 
for if not, they had far better never enter it, as their 
unhappiness must inevitably fill the whole family circle 
with misery. 

It cannot be sufficiently deplored, that all suitable 
preparation for the marriage state, is usually put aside 
for the busy activities of vanity, which in fact, are but 
as dust in the balance of the conjugal destiny. Every 
thought, and anticipation, and ajixiety, is too oflen ab- 
sorbed in the selection of a house, and furniture; and 
in matters still more insignificant and frivolous. How 
common is it for a female to spend those hours, day af- 
ter day, and week afler week in communion with her 
milliner, debating and discussing the subject of the col- 
or, and form, and material, in which she is to shine forth 
in nuptial splendor, which ought to be employed in 
meditating the eventful step, which is to fix for life her 
destiny, and that of her intended husband; as if the 
great object were to appear a gay and fashionable 
bride, rather than to be a good and happy wife. And 
most pitiable is it to see some mothers, ministering to 
this folly y and flattering the vanity of their daughters; 
instead of preparing them by judicious and seasonable 
counsels, for discharging the duties of that new and 
important connexion, into which they are about to en- 
ter. 

" Study," said an old author, " the duties of mar- 
riage, before you enter into it. There are crosses to be 
borne, there are snares to be avoided, and manifold ob- 
ligations to be discharged, as well as great felicity to 
be enjoyed. And should no provision he made? For 
want of this, result the frequent disappointments of 
tbat honorable estate. Heuco lYi^l te^^nX-^xvc^ ^\i\<iVL v^ 
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at once too soony and too late. The husband knows not 
how to rule; and the wife knows not how to obej. 
Both are ignorant, both conceited, and both misera- 
ble." 

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 

DIRECT thy paths. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE DUTIES OF PARENTS. 



' "Ye fathers, provoke not your chUdren to wrath; but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." Ephes. vi. 4. 

» Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it" Prov. xxii. 6. 

" Aad these words which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and thou 
•halt teach them diligently' unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up." Deut vL 6~7. 

^ And he shall^m the heart of the fathers to the children, and'the he^rt of the chil- 
dren to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse." MaL It. 



It is an interesting and important era in the history of 
domestic life, when the husband and wife receive the 
new names of father and mother^, and become united by 
the supplemental tie, which is furnished by the little 
helpless stranger, so lately introduced into the family. 
Who that has felt them, can ever forget the emotions 
awakened by the first gaze upon the face of his child, 
by the first embrace of his babe. Little, however, do 
the bulk of mankind consider, what a weight of obliga^ 
tion, what a degree of responsibility, that child has 
brought into the World with him for his parents. In the ' 
joyousness with which the mother lavishes her fond em- 
braces upon her boy, and in the paternal pride with 
which the father looks on this new object of their affec- 
tion, how rarely does either of them revolve, in deep 
seriousness, the future destiny of this new idol of their 
hearts; or consider how nearly that destiny is connect- 
ed with their own conduct. Parental obligations arc 
neither felt nor known by multitudes. How then can 
they be discharged? Rushing into the connexion of 
marriage under the mere impulse of passion, without 
forethought, without prudence, rav3\\,\\.\i^^^ >a^coui<^ '^^'- 
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rents before they have one right view or one right feel- 
ing in reference to the duties of the parental relation- 
ship; to which they come with scarcely any other pre- 
paredness, than that mere animal fondness for their 
young, which they partake of in common with the irra- 
tional creation; but not with that instinctive ability, " to 
train them up in the way they should go." Who can 
wonder at the disordered state of society at large, or be 
surprised at the aboundings of evils and miseries incur 
world, that looks at the manner in which domestic du- 
ties are neglected. When I consider what poor, igno- 
rant, thoughtless, frivolous, wicked creatures are often 
seen at the head of househjlds, I can only ascribe it to 
the interference of an all-wise and powerful providence, 
that society is not far more chaotic than it is. 

My business in this chapter, is to endeavor to rectify, 
if possible, some of these evils, and to lay down a rule 
to guide the parent in discharging his truly important, 
and awfully responsible obligation: persuaded as I am, 
that many of the evils and miseries of society would 
vanish before a right performance of parental duties. 

1 . It is impossible for parents to discharge their du- 
ty, without a correct view of the nature and designs of 
the domestic constitution. 

This they should study, and arrive at the conclusion 
as speedily as possible, and keep it ever before the'^ 
mind, that the great design of this compact is to form 
well the character of the children; to train up the citizen 
for the world, and the christain for the church; to assist 
the child, as a mortal, to go with honor and comfort 
through this life, and aS an immortal, to reach life ever- 
lasting. The domestic circle is intended to be the 
school of character, where, in the highest sense of the 
term, the most important business of education is to be 
conducted; where the moral sense is to be implanted 
and cultivated, and the conscience, and the temper, 
and the heart, are all to be trained. 

2. jParents should be most deeply impressed and af- 
fected, with a sense of the importance of the station 
they occupy in the domestic constitution. 

Their state of mind should be the very opposite of 
that light and frivolous indifference*, tYi^l^iv^ivc.^^^ ''^ 



82 THE FAMILY MONITOR! OR 

Anxiety, which many of them manifest. There are 
some who seem to regard their children as pretty little 
living playthings, that must be well taken care of, and be 
taught, by somebody or other, what ever will set them, 
©ff to the best advantage: but as to any idea of the for- 
mation of their character, especially their moral and 
religious character, and any of that deep, and painful, 
and almost overwhelming solicitude, which arises from 
a clear perception, and powerful impression of the pro- 
bable connexion between the child's destiny, and the 
parents' conduct, to all this they are utter strangers. 
Many horticulturalists have far more intense solicitude 
about the developing of their plants, far more wakeful 
and anxious care about the fragrance and color of a 
flower, or the size and flavor of a fruit, than many pa- 
rents have about the developement of mind and the for- 
mation of character in a child. They have plants of 
immortality in their house, they have young trees which 
are to bear fruits to eternity, growing up around them, 
the training of which is committed to their care, and yet 
have very little solicitude, and scarcely any thoughtful- 
ness, whether they yield in this world or the next, pois- 
onous or wholesome produce. On parents, it depends 
in a great measure what their chilrden are to be, — ^mis- 
erable or happy in themselves; a comfort or a curse 
to their connexions; an ornament or a deformity to soci- 
ety ; a fiend or a seraph in eternity. It is indeed axi 
awful thing to be a parent, and is enough to awaken 
the anxious, trembling inquiry in every heart, " Lord, 
who is suflicient for these things?" 

3. Parents should seek after the possession of all pos- 
sible qualifications for their office. 

What man in his senses would undertake the oflfice of 
a pilot upon a dangerous coast, without a knowledge of 
navigation? Or that of a general of an army, without 
a knowledge of military tactics ? Or that of a physi- 
cian, without a knowledge of medicine and disuses? 
And who would go on another hour in the office-of a pa- 
rent, without seeking to possess all suitable qualifica- 
tions ? And what are they ? — 

Genuine personal religion: for how can they bring up 
children in the nurture and admonvWo^ o^ \Xv^ l^otd^ \C 
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they do not know the Lord for themselves? In order 
to teach religion with any probable effect, we must 
know it ourselves. That parent will have little ability, 
and less inclination, to inculcate piety upon his children, 
who has none himself. A graceless parent is a most 
awful character! Oh, to see the father and mother of 
a rising family, with a crowd ef yeung immortals grow- 
ing up around them, and teaching irreligion to their off- 
spring, and leading them to perdition, by the power of 
their own example — a sheep leading her twin lambs in- 
to the cover of a hungry tiger, would be a shocking 
sight; but to see parents by their own irreligion, or want 
of religion, conducting their family to the bottomless 
pit, is most horrible ! ! No one, then, can rightly dis- 
charge the duties of a parent, in the higher reference of. 
the family compact, without that personal religion, which 
consists in repentance towards God, faith in our Lord 
Jesu« Christ, and a life of habitual holiness. In the ab- 
sence of this, the highest end of the domestic constitu- 
tion must be neglected, the sublimest part of education 
must be abandoned. 

Parents should seek the entire governinent of their tem- 
per : a habit of self control ; a meekness not to be dis- 
turbed by the greatest provocation; a patience not }o be 
wearied by long continued opposition. I say to any 
father or mother, are you irritable, petulant ? If so, be- 

fih this moment the work of subjugating your temper. 
''ou are in imminent peril of ruining your family. A 
passionate mother or father, is like a fury with a sceptre 
in one hand^ and afire-brand in the other: and when 
the king is a fury, the subjects are likely to be furies 
too; for nothing is more contagious than bad temper. O 
how many parents have had to bewail with weeping 
eyes, and almost broken hearts, the effects of their own 
irratibility as apparent in the headstrong passionate dis- 
positions of their children. It is against this evil that 
the admonition of the Apostle is directed, ^^ forbearing 
threatening^ Passion blinds the judgment, leads to 
undue severity, fosters partialities, in short, is the source 
of a thousand evils in the domestic government. An ir- 
ritable person can never manage discipline wvlk ^x<5^\\- 
ety^ but 18 ever prone to correct, v/Yveti eoxT^oNAsya. 
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should never be administered, in a rage. Parents, I be- 
seech you to control your temper and acquire a calm, 
imperturbable disposition, for this only can fit you to rule 
your household in wisdom, justice and love. 

A habit of discrimination is a very important qualifi- 
cation in parents; a penetrating insight into character; 
an acuteness in judging of motives. Such a talent is 
of immense consequence in the domestic community; 
and connected with this, a quickness of discerning dis- 
position, together with an inventive and ingenious facul- 
ty of adapting treatment to the varieties of character 
and propensity which are continually exhibiting them- 
selves. 

A kindness of manner, an affectionate, persuasive ad- 
dress, is of great importance. It is desirable for parents 
to render their company pleasant to their children, to en- 
gage their confidence, to exert over them the influence 
of love, which certainly cannot be done by a cold, or 
churlish, or distant behavior. 

Prudence and good sense are qualities of such inesti- 
mable worth, and depend so much upon education, that 
all who have the^ care of children, should perpetually 
exhibit them for imitation. A rash, thoughtless father, 
a wild, romantic mother, do incalculable mischief in a 
family. 

Firmness is essentially requisite in parents; that dis- 
position, which though at the remotest distance from all 
that is rigid, stern and cruel, can master its own feelings, 
and amidst the strongest appeals to the tender emotions 
of the mind, can inflexibly maintain its purpose; and in 
the way of denying improper requests, or administering 
correction, can inflict pain on the object of its aflTection, 
whenever duty requires an exercise of beneficial severi- 
ty. For want of this disposition, of this fine and noble 
quality, how many have ruined their children forever 
by indulgence. 

Varied information and extensive knowledge arc yerj 
desirable. Parents should be able to direct the studies, 
to answer the inquiries, to correct the mistakes, to as- 
sist the pursuits, and in short, to superintend the gener- 
aJ mstruction of their families. 
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Uwoarying and inflexible consistency should be exhibit- 
ed by all whom providence has placed at the head of a 
household. They should be not only excellent,%ut consis^ 
tenily excellent. An unbroken uniformity should reign 
over their whole character. Nothing contradictory, in- 
explicible, irreconcileable, should ever be seen. 

Let all who are likely to become parents, look at this 
picture and learn how they are to prepare for the per- 
formance of their duty: and let those who already sus- 
tain iftiis relationship, correct their errors and supply 
their defects by this rule. 

4. Parents should settle with themselves, what is thfir 
chief desire, and highest object of pursuit, in reference 
to their children. 

Without fixing on some end, we shall never in any 
course of action, proceed with much steadiness, com- 
fort or success: and where many ends are, and may be 
with propriety contemplated and sought, the chief one 
must be definitely selected, and continually kept in 
view, or we shall ever be in danger df misapplying our 
energies. Let parents then, consider the ends which 
they should propose to themselves, in reference to their 
children, and decide among all those that are lawful, 
%hich is supreme, and which are subordinate. There 
are many lawful ones, but only one of these can be su- 
preme. And what is that ? Religion. What chris- 
tian can for a moment hesitate here ! What genuine 
believer, can for a moment question whether his child- 
ren's eternal salvation ought to be the supreme solici- 
tude of his heart ? If we look to the great bulk of man- 
kind, it IS perfectly evident that religion hardly enters in- 
to their view; they are very willing that their children 
should go to church or to meeting, according as they 
themselves are church people or dissenters, but as ^o 
any anxiety about the religious character, the formation 
of pious habits, they are as destitute of every thing of 
this kind, as if religion were a mere fable, or were no- 
thing more than a mere sabbath day form. Their chief 
object is, either elegant and fashionable accomplish- 
ments, or leaniDg and science, or perhaps prudence 
and good sense: and provided their sons «a^ QAM^^«t% 
excw in thege, they never mak<^ any Vu^ir^ Q>t i^^ vKf 
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anxietj whether they fear God, and would be not onlj 
surprised, but would either laugh you to scorn or scowl 
upon you with indignation, for proposing such fanatic- 
al or methodistical questions in reference to their chil- 
dren. Yes, this is the wAy of the greater part of par- 
ents, even in this religious country. To train them up 
to shine and make a figur.e in society, is all they seek. 
Amazing folly ! Dreadful and murderous cruelty ! De- 
grading and grovelling ambition! To lose sight of the 
soul, and neglect salvation, and forget immortality4 To 
train them in every kind of knowledge of religion, to 
instruct them in an acquaintance with every kind of 
subject, but to leave them in ignorance of God their 
Creator, their Preserver and Benefactor! To fit them 
to act their part well on earth, and to leave them unpre- 
pared for heaven! To qualify them to go with respec- 
tability and advantage through the scenes of time, and 
' then to leave them unmeet for the glorious and endur- 
ing scenes of eternity! O strange fondness of irreli- 
gious parents! O miserable destiny of their hapless 
offspring! 

In direct opposition to this, the chief end of every 
christian parent, must be the spiritual interests, the reli- 

fious character, the eternal salvation of his children, 
lelieving that they are sinful and immortal creatures, 
yet capable of being redeemed through the mediation 
of Christ, his highest ambition, his most earnest prayer, 
his most vigorous pursuit should be engaged for their 
eternal welfare. His eye, his heart and his hope, 
should be fixed on the same objects for them, as they are 
for himself, and that is eternal 4ife. This should be 
the nature and exercise of his anxiety. " I am desir- 
ous, if it please God, that my children should be bless- 
ed with the enjoyment of reason, of health, of such a 
moderate portion of worldly wealth and worldly respec- 
tability as is compatible with their station in life ; and 
with a view to this, I will give them all the advantages 
of a suitable education: but above and beyond this, I 
far more intensely desire, and far more earnestly pr^y, 
and far more anxiously seek, that they may have the 
/ear of God in their hearts, be made partakers of true 
religion^ and be everlastingly awed. Kxv^ Y^^^Sii^d 
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€rod grant me the latter, by bestowing upon them his 
grace, I shall feel that my chief object is accomplished, 
and be quite reconciled to any circumstances which 
may otherwise befall them; for rather would I see them 
in the humble vale of poverty, if at the same time they 
were true christians, than on the very pinnacle of world- 
ly grandeur, but destitute of true piety." Such should 
be the views and feelings and desires of all christian pa- 
rents: religion should be at the very centre of all their 
schemes and pursuits for their offspring. This should 
be the guiding principle, the directing object, the 
great land mark by which all their course should be 
steered. 

Having made these preliminary remarks, I go on 
to enumerate and illustrate the various branches of pa- 
rental duty. I 

First: There are some which relate more directly to 

THE present life AND THE FORMATION OF THE CHARAC- 
TER GENERALLY. 

1 . Maintenance is of course a claim which every 
child justly prefers upon his parents, till he is of a suffi- 
cient age to be able to provide for himself. 

2. Scholastic instrtkction is another duty we owe our 
children. The dark ages are happily passed away, and 
a flood of light is now poured, and is still pouring over 
all classes of the people. Instruction is become gener- 
al, and even they who are too poor to buy knowledge for 
their children, are not ashamed to beg it in our Sunday 
and charity schools. No man should suffer his family 
to be in this respect, behind the age in which they live. 
To grudge the money spent in this way, is a cruel and 
detestable niggardliness. A good education is a por- 
tion, the only one which some are able to give their 
children, and which in many cases, has led to every oth'* 
er kind of wealth. In this, however, we are to be 

? guided by our rank in life and circumstances, and for a 
aboring man or a small tradesman to impoverish him- 
self in order to procure the same kind and degrees of 
accomplishment for his children, as a rich man and a n<^ 
bleman would for theirs, is an ambition sanctioned nei- 
ther by reason nor revelation. Wi[ieT^ \t ^%sk \i^ "^Rr* 
eomplufbed, parents should prefer domesXivc VsksXx^OAssa. 
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to sending their children away from home : no school 
can possess the advantages which are to he enjoyed un- 
der the eye of a judicious father or mother. But how 
few are judicious: how few are equal to the task of a 
general superintendence of the business of instruction; 
and how few can command the advantages of it at home. 
Let all such, be careful in the selection of a school^ for it 
is a matter of infinite consequence. Let them be guid- 
ed in their choice, not by a mere regard to accomplish- 
ments, not by a view to the best drawing, dancing, mu- 
sic, or latin master. This is an age of gaudy exterior 
decoration. But let them first regard reUgionj then the 
real cultivation of the mindy and theformation of good &a6- 
its. Wherever real piety is inculcated, a thirst for 
knowledge excited, and habits of applieation, reflection, 
sobriety of judgment, and good sense are formed, that 
is the school to be selected by a wise and christian pa- 
rent. No word is more abused than that of educa- 
tion, which in the mind of many, signifies nothing more 
than the communication of knowledge. But this is on- 
ly a part, and a small part of education, which, in 
fact, means the formation of character. A youth may 
have his head stuffed full of latin, greek, mathematics, 
and natural philosophy; a girl may draw and dance, and 
play, and speak French exquisitely, and yet be misera- 
bly educated after all. Integrity, good sense, generos- 
ity, and a capacity for reflection, are worth all the ac- 
quirements which even an university can bestow. Not, 
however, that these are incompatible with each other; 
by no means : and the perfection of education is the 
union of both. 

3. A due regard to the health of children should be 
maintained. 

Physical education is of no small importance. Know- 
ledge gained at the expense of health, is purchased at a 
dreadful expense. And there are other ways of injur- 
ing the health of children, besides a too close applica- 
tion of learning, which does indeed, but rarely occur. 
Fond and foolish mothers should be warned against 
pampering their appetites with sweets, corrupting their 
blood with grossness, or impairing the tone of their sto- 
tnachs with fermented liquors, \tk^9JiV\c\d,^ \% ^tOifiitiaQd 
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even in this christian land, by many who never dream 
that thej are child murderers: they do not kill their 
babes by strangling or poisoning (hem; no, bat by pam- 
pering or stuffing them to death. And where they go 
not to -this extreme, they breed np a circle of gluttons, 
or drunkards. Nothing can be more disgusting, than 
to seo children invited to eat all the delicacies of the 
dinner, and to drink afler it the health of the company, 
and with what their young palates ought to be stran- 
gers to. And lamentably injudicious it is, to make the 
gratification of the appetite, a reward for good conduct, 
and to have them ushered into the parlor before they 
retire to rest, to receive the luscious sweet, which is the 
bribe for their going quietly to bed. The mischief goes 
beyond the corruption of their health, for it brings them 
up to be governed by appetite, rather than by reason, 
which is, in fact, the secret cause of all the intemper- 
ance and profligacy of the world. Settle your plans 
on this subject, and suflTer neither a favorite servant, nor 
a kind aunt, nor a doating grandpapa, to come between 
you and the welfare of your children, 

4. Bring up your children with low notions of the im^ 
portance of riches j and worldly shoWj and of the power 
which tJvese things have eitker to give respectability to the 
chara^cter^ or to procure happiness. 

Do not let them hear you magnify the value of wealth 
by your words, nor see you do it by your actions. 
Avoid an obsequious attention to the rich and great; 
point not to them as the individuals ^lost to be admired 
and envied. Discover no undue solicitude about gran- 
deur or abode, or furniture. From the time that they 
are capable of receiving an idea, or an impression, teach 
them it is character that constitutes true respectability: 
that a good man is reputable in any circumstances, a 
bad man in none. Remind them of the danger of rich- 
es, and that they are satan's baits to tempt men to love 
the world, and lose their souls. Not that you should 
produce a cynical disposition towards either riches or 
the rich: much less repress industry, and foster indo- 
lence: no; but encourage them to consider and to seek 
wealth, rather as a means of usefulness, than a source 
of persoDaJ gratification. 

8* 
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5. Incukaie industrious habUs, 

Caution them against sauntering and slothiulness. 
From the dawn of reason, endeavor to convince them 
not merely by argument; but by a reference to their own 
experience, that employment is pleasure, and idleness 
misery. Impress them with the value of time; that it 
is the s^uflf of which life is made, and that we lose as 
much of life, as we do of time. And connected with 
this, enforce habits of order and punctuality. The pa- 
rent that neglects to do this, is guilty of enormous un- 
kindness towards his children; who, if they grow up 
without these, incommode themselves, and are a source 
of prodigious inconvenience to their friends. 

6. Economy is no less necessary. Industry and 
economy are virtues of civilized life. Savages never 
possess them, but spend their time in idleness, and 
squander what comes in their way in wastefullness. It 
is reason overcoming the vis inertiae which is natural to 
man, that produces industry and economy; and when 
we consider how important they are to the well being 
not only of individuals, but of society, our efforts should 
be employed to foster them in the minds of our child- 
ren. But in inculcating economy, we must be careful 
not to drive the mind into covetousness; hence it is of 
consequence, that with all our endeavors to cherish friH 
gality, we should be no less assiduous to cherish gener- 
osity; and to impress them with the idea; that the end 
of saving, is not to hoard, but to distribute to the wants 
of others. 

7. Provide for your children suitable employment. 
Happily the pride and indolence of feudal times are 

gone by, and it is our felicity to live in a country where 
trade and industry are accounted honorable, and where 
the aristocracy soflens down into the democracy, by al- 
most insensible degrees; where a poor, proud gentle- 
man, that scorns the vulgarity of trade, begins to be 
thought a very despicable character: and the diligent, 
honest, and successful tradesman, regarded as an hon-* 
orable member of the community. ^^ The good sound 
common sense of mankind will never annex character 
to a useless life. He who merely hangs as a burden 
on the shoulders of his fellow men, who adds nothing 
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to the common stock of comfort, and merely spends his 
time in devouring it, will be invariably, as well as just- 
ly accounted a public nuisance." Let parents, there- 
fore take care to bring up their children to some suitar 
hie business; in the selection of which, due regard 
should be had to their own circumstances, for it is a 
great folly and unkindness also to select for a child a bu- 
siness, so much above his father's station and property, 
as to leave no rational hope, that he can ever enter up- 
on it with a prospect of success. In the advance of so- 
ciety we see innumerable instances of foolish pride of 
this kind; and indeed it is a pretty general thing for pa- 
rents to be ambitious to obtain for their children a high- 
er erade in society than their own. Many, who have 
really acquired wealth in a reputable, though perhaps 
not the most genteel trade, (for trades have their aristo- 
cratic distinctions,) seem anxious that their sons should 
be a step higher than themselves, and instead of send- 
ing th^m to business, look out for a profession, and 
there is a wondrous rage for professions in the present 
day: or if they are a retail tradesmen, must make their 
sons wholesale ones; or if they are manufacturers, must 
start them as merchants; and if they are merchants must 
elevate them into gentlemen. What abject folly is it for 
a man to turn away the attention of his children from 
any good and honorable business, which he has follow- 
ed with success, merely because it is not genteel. I 
believe that great harm has been done by an injudicious 
system of scholastic instruction, which ha^ become too 
exclu8ively clcLssical. Literature, when kept within due 
bounds, and properly united with mercantile branches, 
does not in itself unfit a youth for business, but it is con- 
sidered as the acquirements of those who are intended 
to be professional men, or gentlemen^ and when almost 
exclusively pursued to a late period in boyhood, it turns 
off the attention from business, and partially unfits for it. 
A very undue importance has been attached in our 
schools, to polite literature; to the neglect of science 
and commercial knowledge. Let every christian trades* 
man, ^ho has a business worth following, keep as many 
of his sons as he can at home with him, and educate 
them himself for trade in his own waxe\io\i%^. T^^a^ ^<» 
tention must of course always be paid m \)[v^ %^^cNa»^ 
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of a business, to the physical strength, to the mental 
capacity, and to the prevailing taste of a child. 

9. Generosity should be most assiduoudy iaccrlcated. 

All children, and consequently all mankind, are more 
or less selfish by nature. This should be early watch- 
ed and checked by a judicious parent, and aA opposite 
disposition inculcated. Even infants may be maxle to 
feel the pleasure of sharing their possessions with oth- 
ers. Let them be taught that enjoyment arises not from- 
individual gratification, but from a communion in pleas- 
ure. As diildren advance in years and reason, they 
should hear much of the happiness arising firom gratify- 
ing others; of the luxury of benevolence, and of the 
meanness of greediness. We should descant on the 
beauty of generous actions, and of beneficient exam- 
ples. Anecdotes of remarkable generosity, should be 
read to them, and especially should we dwell upon the 
wondrous love of Grod, and the remarkable compassion 
of Jesus Christ. We should send them on- errands of 
mercy to the poor and needy, that being spectators both 
of their misery, and of their tears of gratitude for relief, 
they might acquire a disposition to do good. W'e should 
especially encourage them to make sacrifices, and to 
practise self-denial to do good. To give them extraf 
money, in order that they may relieve the poor, or sup- 
port religious institutions, is doing them very little good; 
for this is only being generous at other people's ex- 
pense : but they should be induced to save their own 
pocket money, and distribute their regular allowance, 
and thus forego the gratification of their own palate, for 
the purpose of relieving the wants of others. But they 
should never be compelled to give, never have their mon* 
ey stopped for this purpose; never be fined for miscoa- 
duct, and have their fines appropriated to charity; for all 
this is calculated to disgust them with benevolence. 

Great cave should be taken at the same time, not to 
induce a habit of indiscriminate distribution, which 
would render them the dupes of hypocrisy, the subjects 
of imposition, and the victmis of extortion. We should 
teach them the difierenee between real benevolence, and 
that easy good nature, which allows kself to be wheed- 
Jed oat of every thing", between tke %%fu^TQ«vty of a cor* 
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rect judgment, and that of a weak and a credulous mind; 
between principle and mere feeling. 

8. Prudence is of vast consequence in the affairs of 
life. This is, next to piety, the most valuable quality of 
character. Nothing can be a substi^e for it: and it does 
more for the comfort of its possessof , more for the hap- 
piness of society than any other attribute of mind that 
can be mentioned. Half the miseries of some person's 
lives, who are good people too, arise from a rash, 
thoughtless, mdiscreet mind. They never think before 
they speak or act: they have no power, or exercis6 
none, of forethought, deliberation, or calculation. Such 
persons are firebrands without intending itj and commit 
immense mischief, without, perhaps, a particle of mal- 
ice. How important, then, that children should be ear- 
ly taught the nature and value of discretion. Many pa- 
rents most egregiously err on this subject : some are 
anxious only to communicate knowledge; forgetting 
that ideas are worth nothing, but as they are discreetly 
employed to produce happiness. Knowledge is only the 
materials of comfort; it is wisdom that mu^ pot them to- 
gether into form and consistency. Others, almost de- 
spise prudence; it is not a classical, a scientific, a poet- 
ic quality. It cramps genius, extinguishes taste, pre- 
vents the lofty, though somewhat erratic flights of an 
ardent mind; it is cold and calculating; it has nothing 
sublime or romantic about it; it never soars into the 
clouds, or plunges into the depths, but holds on its dull 
course, on the low level of ordinary concerns. And 
therefore, just on this very account, it is the very thing 
that is to be coveted. Foolish, foolish creatures! And 
so you would have your children gepiuses, that disdain 
the restraints of wisdom; and resemble mere fire works 
that burn and blaze out only to please others by their 
brilliancy and splendor, without doing good to any one! 
O be not so cruel to yourselves, to your children, to so- 
ciety. Teach them to cultivate a deliberate, a reflect- 
ing, a calculating judgment; to weigh their words, and 
measure their actions; enforce upon them a habit of 
lookmg onward to the tendency and results of conduct; 
the cakn and regular government ofthesool^ whicK le«d& 
its poasesBor to observe true meaauce^) asA ^ voaXv^^ 
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decorum in words, and thoughts, and actions. Give 
them aU^ the learning you can procure for them; I quar- 
rel not with this: but in your own estimation, and in all 
your conduct towards them, exalt, wisdom far above 
learning, genius, taijle, accomplishments; and in this 
sense of the word, teach them thai the price of wisdom 
is above rubies. 

Now I am anxious to impress upon the mind of all 
parents, that the inculcation of these dispositions, 
forms in facts, the very essence of education. This 
term, as I have already remarked, and I repeat the sen- 
timent again and again, not by accident or oversight, 
but with the design of deeply impressing it, has been 
very generally misapplied, because, in fact, misunder- 
stood. Education in modern parlance, means nothing 
moie than instructiony or the communication of knowl- 
edge to the mind; and a good education means, the op- 
portunity of acquiring all kinds of learning, science, 
«ndwhat are called accomplishments. But properly 
speaking, education in the true and higher import of the 
term, means, the implanting of right dispositions, the 
cultivation of the heart, the guidance of the temper, 
the formation of the character. Or allowing, as we 
must, that education applies to the whole soul and char-* 
acter, and includes general instruction in knowledge, I 
should say that its most important part is that which re- 
lates to the communication of active principles, and the 
formation of moral habits. It is training up a cMld in 
the way he should go. Not merely the training up a 
child in the way he should think, or speculate, or trans- 
late, or dance; or draw, or argue, but the way in which 
he should go. Every thing may be taught which qan 
sharpen the faculties, or store the mind with ideas, or 
cultivate the taste; but we must not stop here, but con^ 
sider that the highest end of education is the formation, 
first of the religious character, and then of the useful, 
amiable, intelligent, and generous member of the social 
community. 

If this be true, and whi will venture to deny it, then 
it is perfectly manifest, that the great work of educa- 
tion^ cannot be atid ought not to be transferred from pa- 
reats to otbera. They may i^utcYiaa^ l\v«X.\.\x^Q>Tk, <nV\^Vi 
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their own circumstaDces may disqualify them from im- 
parting, hut the education of the character belongs to 
ihemy and cannot be transferred. Here I cannot resist 
the temptation of introducing a long extract from Mr. 
Anderson's incomparably work^ 

" Placed by the all-wise providence of heaven in 
such a peculiar situation, it will be well for you to keep 
especially in view, what may be denominated, the educO" 
tion of drcumstances. Let purchased tuition be carried 
up to the very highest perfection, and let neitl^er money 
nor wisdom be spared in reaching this height; of such 
vital importance in the training of children, is that de- 
partment to which 1 now refer, that it can, and if neg- 
lected will, undermine and undo the whole, as well as 
render many efforts in educating the disposition, alto- 
gether abortive. Suffer me to explain my meaning. 

'^ In the laudible anxiety of their hearts, two parents, 
with a family of infants playing around their feet, are 
heard to say; 'Oh!, what will, what can best educate 
these dear children ?' I reply ^ Look to yourselvea and 
your circumstances.^ Maxims and documents are good 
in themselves, and especially good for the regulation of 
ffour conduct and your behavior towards them: but with 
regard to your children, you have yet often to remark, 
that many maxims are good, precisely till they are tried, 
or applied, and no longer. In the hands of many pa- 
rents, they will teach the children to talk, and very often, 
little more. I do not mean to assert, that sentiments 
inculcated have no influence: far from it; they have 
much; though not the most: but still, after all, it is the 
sentiments you let drop occasionally, it is the conversa- 
tion they overhear, when playing in the corner of the 
room, which has more effect than many things which are 
addressed to them directly in the tone of exhortation. 
Besides, as to maxims, ever remember, that between 
those which you bring forward for their use, and those' 
by which you direct your own conduct, children have al- 
most an intuitive discernment ; and it is by the latter 
the^ will be mainly governed, both during childhood and 
their future existence. 

*< The question however returns, ^^rhai mW ^^xvr,^<^ 
these children?^ And now I aUBweT, ^Xout ^iL«sn:^% 
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will educate them — ^your converaation with your friends 
-^he business they see you transact— -the likings and 
dislikings you express — khese will educate them*— the so- 
ciety you live in will educate them — ^your domestics witt 
educate them; and whatever be your rank or situation 
in life, your house, your table , and your daily behavior, 
these, diese will educate them. - To withdraw them from 
the unceasing and potent influence of these things is 
impossible, except you were to withdraw yourself from 
them also. Some parents talk of beginning the educa- 
tion of their children; The moment they were capable 
of forming an idea, their education was already beguh 
*^he education of circumstances — insensible educa- 
tion, which, like insensible perspiration is of more cen- 
stant and powerful efiect, and of far more consequence 
to the habit, than that which is more direct and apparent. 
This education goes on at every instant of time; it goes 
on like time— you can neither stop it nor turn its course^ 
Whatever these, then, have a tendency to make your chil- 
dren, that, in a great degree, you at least should be per- 
suaded they will be.' 

^' The language, however, occasionally heard from 
some fathers, may here not unseasonably be glanced at. 
They are diffuse in praise of maternal influence; and 
pleased at the idea of its power and extent; they will 
exclaim, ^ O yes, there can be no doubt of it, that ev- 
ery thing depends upon the mother.' This, however, 
will be found to spring from a selfish principle, and from 
anxiety to be relieved from mighty obligations, which, 
after all, cannot be transferred from the father's shoul- 
ders, to those even of a mother: to say nothing of the 
unkindness involved inlaying upon her a burden, which 
nature never intended, and never does. Her in- 
fluence, as an instrument, indeed, a husband cannot too 
highly prize; but let no father imagine, that he can neu- 
tralize the influence of his own presence, and his own 
example at home. He cannot, if he would, nor can he 
escape from obligation. The patience and constancy 
of a mother, are no doubt, flrst mainly . tried, but then 
those of the father. The disposition in each parent are 
Stied hf nature for this order in the trial of patience; 
buiSrom the destined and approf tvil^ bYivc^ wsAX^ v^ 
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each, neither of the two parties, when in health, can 
relieve the other. 

" Addressing myself, therefore, to both parents, I 
Would say, ' Contract to its just and proper dimensions, 
the amount of all that purchased education can do for 
you, and expect no more from it than it is truly able to 
perform. It can give instruction. There will always 
be an essential difference between a human being culti- 
vated and uncultivated. In the department of purchas- 
ed tuition, you will portion out to the best advantage, 
many of those precious hours of youth which never 
will return: and such employment will lend you pow- 
erful aid in forming those personal habits, which lie 
within the province of parental education; but rest as- 
sured, and lay it down to yourselves as a cardinal prin- 
ciple, that the business of education, properly so called, 
is not transferable. You may engage a master or mas- 
ters, as numerous as you please, to instruct your chil- 
dren in many things, useful and praiseworthy in their 
own place, but you must by the order of nature, cdu- 
cate them yourselves. You not only ought to do it, but 
you will perceive if I am correct in what I have stated, 
and may still advance, you must do it, whether you intena 
U or not,^ * the parent,' says Cecil, 4s not to stand rea- 
soning and calculating. Grod has said, that his charac- 
ter shall have induence: and so this appointment of 
Providence becomes oflen the punishment, of a wick- 
ed or a careless man.' As education, in the sense 1 
have explained, is a thing necessary for all, — for th^ 
poor and for the rich, — for the illiterate as well as the 
learned. Providence has not made it dependant on sys- 
tems, uncertain, operose, and difficult of application. 
Every parent, therefore, save when separated alto* 
gether from his family, may be seeiudaily in the act of 
educating his children ; for from father and mother, 
and the circumstances in which they move, the children 
are daily advancing in the knowledge of what is good 
or evil. The occupations of the poor man at his labor, 
and of the man of business in his counting-house, can* 
not interrupt this education. In both instances, the 
mother is plying at her uninterrupted avoc^iiisyDA^^^ 
her example is powerfully opexatiiie evet'j\MiTKt%'«>K^^i^ 

9 
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certain intervals daily, as well as everj morning and 
evening, all things come under the potent sMfay of the 
father or the master , whether thsk influence be good or 
bad. Here, then, is one School from which ^ there are, 
no truants, and in which there are no holidays. 

*^ True, indeed, you send your children to another 
school, and this is the very best in the whole neighbor- 
hood, and the character of the master there, is not only 
unexceptionable, but praiseworthy. When your chil- 
dren come home too, you put a book of your own selec- 
tion into their hands, or even many such books, and 
they read them with pleasure and personal advantage. 
Still,^ after all this, never for one day forget, that Uie 
first book they read, nay, that which they continue to 
read, and by far the most influential. Is that of their 
parents' example and daily deportment. If tliis should 
be disregarded by you, or even forgotten, then be not 
at all surprised when you find, another day, to your sor- 
row and vexation, and the interruption of your business, 
if not the loss of all your domestic peace and harmony, 
that your children only ^ know the right path, but still 
follow the wrong.' " 

Secondly. — But I now go on to illustrate and enforce 
those duties which parents owe to their children, in r£v- 

EmXNCB TO THfilR RELIGIOUS CHARACTJSR AND THEIR 
ETERNAL WELFARE. 

Not that religion is to be taught separately from all 
Other branches of education, as an abstract thing of it- 
self, for iiis notBn abstract thing of itself, but an integ- 
ral part of the character, the substratum of all the qual- 
ities that have been already stated. 

^^ Bring them up in the fear and nurture and admpni^ 
tion of the Lord:" this is all the apostle enjoined on the 
flubject of education, and it is the substance of all we 
are to teach: whatever is opposed to this must not be 
taught, and all that is taught or enjoined must be incul- 
cated with a direct or indirect reference to this. In the 
selection of a school even for obtaining the elements of 
general knowledge, in the branches of tuition that he 
permits his children to be taught, a christian parent must 
nave his eye upon religion, and this must b& the polar 
star bjr which he steers. 
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Still however, for the sake of making the matter more 
clear and obvious, as the subject of solemn obligatio^^ 
I place religious education by itself : and it includes-^ 

1. Instruction. 

As soon as reason dawns-, religious instruction should 
commence. The subject matter of instruction includes 
every thing which forms the fundamental points of re- 
vealed truth. The character of God, the spirituality of 
his la,w, the fall of man, the evil of sin, the person and 
work of Christ, the need of repentance, the justification 
of the soul by faith, the nature and necessity of regen- 
eration, the operating power of love to Christ as the 
spring of obedience, the solemnities of judgment, the 
immortality of the soul, the punishment of the wicked, 
and the happiness of the righteous. All these should 
be familiarly taught according as the capacity is able to 
receive them. Our instruction should not be confined 
to mere g-eneralities, but should proceed from the begin- 
ning, on evangelical principles. THe basis of our teach- 
ing should be the Bible, itself Not that I wou^ totally 
discard all catechisms. I do not see why definitions 
and explanations, and what else are the answers in 
catechisms, may not be as useful in religion, as in any 
other subject. Catechisms are injurious only when 
they push out the Bible, not when they lead to it. Still 
I admit, that the Bible should be the text book. Eve- 
ry child should learn a portion of scripture daily, and - 
have it explained to him. A great prominency in all our 
instruction should be given to the law of God as bind- 
ing the conscience, and the consequent exceeding sin- 
fulness of every human being; together with the won- 
derful grace of thjs Lord Jesus Christ as the sinner's 
only Saviour. Much use should be made of the histor- 
ical parts of scripture, as illustrating by its facts the 
character of God, the evil of sin, the consequences of 
disobedience. Abstract principles alone will not do. 
Children like facts, and must be tai^ght through the me- 
dium of their imagination. Instruction must be con- 
veyed in a pleasing form. In order to this, there must 
be no wearying them by long lectures; {no disgusting 
them by long tasks. I reprobate the practice as a most 
injuriou;9 one^ of setting a long lesaon o^ <i^^Od^\s^ ^x 
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scripture to a reluctant child, and then punishing him 
for not learning it. If we wish to disgust their minds 
with the ways of godliness, this is the way to do it. 
Many an injudicious parent in the very act of teaching 
piety towards God, calls into existence and activity, the 
very tempers which it is the design of religion to sup- 
press. An angry and scolding father, with a catechism 
in one hand, and a rod in the other, railing at a stubborn 
child, for not learning his lesson, is not a scene very 
well calculated to invest religion with an air of loveli- 
ness and a power of attraction for young minds : the on- 
ly association which in such a circumstance a child can 
be expected to form with learning to be pious, is that of 
a dark room or cane; pain of body and insufferable dis- 
gust of mind. I would say to many a parent, " do give 
over the business of teaching religion, till you can com- 
mand your temper and attract the child to the subject 
as that which is agreeable." JVever set religiovis tasks 
to your children^ as penalties for had conduct. To be 
made to learn catechism or scripture, in solitary con- 
finement, and upon an empty stomach, and thus to con- 
nect imprisonment and fasting with the penance, is a 
sure way to finish the aversion, which the rod has com- 
menced. Instead of compelling a child to learn reli- 
gion, because he is naughty, which is reversing the or- 
der of things; he ought not to be permitted to touch so 
holy a thing in so evil a temper. 

instruction, to be valuable, must always be delivered 
with great seriotisness. The light and trifling way in 
which it is sometimes delivered destroys all its effect, 
and reduces it to the level of a mere science. It ought 
not to be exclusively confined to the Sabbath, but be 
the business of every day; yet it should be especially 
attended to on the day of rest, when the family should 
be interrogated, as to what they understand and remem- 
ber of the sermons they have heard in the house of God. 
Children cannot too early be made to comprehend the 
purpose for which they go up to public worship, and 
that they have a personal interest in all the sacred ser- 
vices of our religious assemblies. No parent who has 
a numerous family, and who resides in a large town, 
where much time must necessarily be occupied in go- 
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ing to, and returning from his place of worship, should 
attend the house of God more than twice on the sab- 
bath: the other part of the day should be occupied in 
the midst of his family. This is far too generally neg- 
lected in this day of overmuch preaching. 

Instruction should be adapted to the capacity of the 
children, and keep pace in depth and variety, with the 
strengthening of their faculties. Provide for them 
suitable books; and as they advance in age, enter with 
them more into the depths of theological truth; unfold 
to them the beauty, the grandeur and sublimity of reve- 
lation; instruct them in the evidences of the bible; the 
proofs of its fundamental doctrines. I am not very 
fond of boys and girls writing religious themes, or con- 
ducting any researches of a religious nature, as a mere 
exercise of ingenuity, except their minds are already 
well disposed towards religion as a matter of personal 
experience. 

2. Persuasion, admoi^ition, and warning, are a 
very important part of religious education. 

The apostles, '^ knowing the terrors of the Lord," 
persuaded men; they besought them to be reconciled to 
Grod; and warned them of the cunsequences of unbe- 
lief. Parents must do the same with their children, and 
not satisfy themselves with merely communicating ideas. 
They should, in the most earnest, anxious, affectionate 
manner, represent to them their spiritual condition, warn 
them of the consequences of neglecting the great sal- 
vation, and intreat them to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and fear God. They should address them col- 
lectively and individually, on the subject of their souls' 
concerns; they should manifest such a deep solicitude 
for their spiritual welfare, as would constrain their chil- 
dren to feel, that the most anxious desire of their pa- 
rent's heartj in reference to them, was for their salvation. 
This should not however be done merely when their 
children have offended them, nor should they, on every 
Blight occasion of misconduct j have a ready recourse to 
the terrors of the Lord. Parental authority must not 
be supported exclusively by the thunders of heaven, or 
the torments of hell, 

8* 
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These subjects should never be referred to, but in 
seasons of solemn and affectionate admonition. It 
would also be prudent u«t to be so frequent in the busi- 
ness of admonition, warning and persuasioUj as to ex- 
cite nausea and disgust. Many good, but injudicious 
people, completely overdo the matter, and defeat their 
own purpose; they worry their children on the subject 
of religion, and thus increase the aversion that is already 
felt iNothing in the way of bitter reproach, or of rail- 
ing accusation, for the want of piety, should ever be 
uttered ; nor should anger ever be manifested. In the 
case of elder branches of the family, a word or two oc- 
casionally spoken, and always in great mildness and 
tenderness, is all that is desirable. Incessant remon- 
strance, is in such instances, likely to bfe heard with in- 
difference, if not with dislike. Such young people 
should be left pretty much to their own judgment and 
conscience, and to the force of parental example. 

5. Discipline is unspeakably important. We have 
considered the father as the prophet of his family, we 
are now to view him as their king; and his laws are as 
important as his instructions. By discipline, then, I 
mean the maintenance of parental authority, and the 
exercise of it, in the way of restraining and punishing 
offences. Parents, you are invested by God himself 
with an almost absolute authority ; you are constituted by 
him the supreme magistrate of your household, and can- 
not have a right idea of your situation,. without consid- 
ering yourself as appointed to rule. You must be the 
sovereign of the house, allowing no interfierence from 
without, no resistance from within. You have no op- 
tion in the matter, and are not permitted to abdicate 
t^e throne, or to cast away your sceptre. It was men- 
tioned as a high commendation of Abraham, that h« 
would command his children after him. But although 
you are to be absolute monarch, uniting in yourself the 
legislative and the executive department, you are to be 
no tyrant. Your government must be firm^ but mild: 
the love of the parent must not relax the reins of the 
governor, nor the authority of the governor diminish 
aught from the love of the parent. You must have a 
0ceptre^ and always hold it, but it must not be an iron 
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oac. You must never suffer the yoke to be thrown off 
from your children, but then it must be a yoke which 
they shall have no inclination to throw off, because it is 
easy and the burden light. Of you, in your measure, it 
should be said; as it is of God, 

" Sweet majestj, and awful lovej 
** 8U smiling on hli hrow.** 

Your authority must be Resented to your children as 
soon as reason is awake. The first thing a child should 
be made to understand, is, that he is to do, not what he 
liJeeSy but what he is commanded: that he is not to gov- 
ern, but to be governed. The sceptre should be seen 
by him before the rod; and an early, judicious and 
steady exhibition of the former, would render the latter 
almost unnecessary. He must be made to submit, and 
that while young, and then submission will become a hab- 
it: the reins must be felt by him early; and he will thus 
learn to obey them. All commands should be reasona- 
ble: there should be no wanton, capricious use of au- 
thority; we must not thwart and cross the wills of our 
children merely to teach submission. They should per- 
ceive clearly that love is at the bottom of all we do, 
and that reason guides all our conduct. We should 
calculate before hand, whether there is a necessity for 
the injunction we are about to deliver, and a probability 
of our being able to ensure compliance; for a wise pa- 
rent will not enjoin any thing, if he can help it, that 
has not these circumstances connected with it. Com- 
mands should be sacred things, not issued in sport, for 
the child to play with. Nothing but what is wise 
should be enjoined, aud every injunction that is issued 
should be obeyed. In many cases, it is beyond our 
power to ensure obedience : and then nothing remains 
but punishment. 

Coiredton is an essential part of discipline; for re- 
wards and punishments are as necessary, in the govern- 
ment of a family, as in that of a state. What saith the 
wisest of men? ^^ Foolishness is bound up in the heart 
of a child, but the rod of correction will drive it far 
from him. Withhold not correction from the child; for 
if thou beatest him with a rod, he shall npt dle« ThQ^ 



104 THE FAMILY MONITOR : Oil 

shall beat him with a rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell. The rod and the reproof give wisdom: but a child 
left to himself bringeth his mother to shame." Do not 
many mothers know this by bitter experience ! Even in 
lesser matters, have they not a thousand times blushed 
at the rudeness, ill manners, and impertinence of chil- 
dren " left to themselves:" and in greater matters, have 
they not lived to vent the heaviest reproaches upon their 
most abject folly, in spoiling their children by leaving 
them to their own obstinate tempers, self will, and rebel- 
lious conduct, without ever correcting them: " correct 
thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give 
thee the delight of thy soul." Inimitably beautiful pre- 
cept ; and as true as it is beautiful. "He that spar- 
eth the rod, hateth his son." How many are there who 
thus hate their children? a very strong expression, I 
admit; and yet these very persons would be thought the 
fondest of parents. Would you suffer your children's 
bodies to perish, rather than to put them to pain in erad- 
icating a disease, which, if suffered to remain, would 
be fatal ? Would not this be hating them ? And' what 
do you call that conduct, which, rather than put them to 
pain by correcting their faults, suffers all kinds of mor- 
al diseases to increase, and fester, and corrupt the soul? 
Fond mother, you that will never correct a child, hear 
the charge, and let it thrill through your heart, exciting 
emotions of Iwrror — ^you are a hater of your child; your 
foolish love is infanticide ; your cruel embraces are hug- 
ging your child to death. In not correcting him, you 
are committing sin of the heaviest kind, and your own 
wickedness in not correcting him, will at last correct 
yourself 

I would not, however, be thought to enjoin a cruel or 
even a stern or rigid severity. I do not think this com- 
patible with the admonition given by the Apostle, not to 
irritate, nor " provoke our children to wrath, lest they 
be discouraged;" We must not govern by punishment; 
the sceptre must not be converted into a whip. The 
first object of every parent should be to render punish- 
ment unneccessary. It is better to prevent crimes than 
punish them. This can be done, certainly, to a very 
considerable extent; but it requires a very early, very 
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judicious and vety watchful system of training. Many 
have very little, of what may be called, the faculty of 
government; and late coercion and punishment, come 
in to supply the place of eai'ly guidance. The only 
time is suffered to go by without being improved, in 
which it is possible, in most cases, so to train the dispo- 
sition, as to do in future without much punishment, for 
if discipline, wise, steady, firm discipline, do not com- 
mence as soon as the passions begin to develope, it is 
too late then to be accomplished without some degree of 
severity 

Mr. Anderson strikingly illustrates this part of the 
subject, by a very familiar allusion: '^ I recollect hear- 
ing of two coaches which used to drive into Newmarket 
irom London, by a certain hour, at a time of strong com- 
petition. The horses of the coach which generally 
came in first, had scarcely a wet iiair. In the other, 
though last, the horses were jaded and heated to excess, 
and had the appearance of having made great efforts. 
The reader perhaps, understands the cause of the differ- 
ence; The first man did it all of course, by the reins: 
the second, unsteady in himself, or unskilful in the reins, 
had induced bad habits, and then employed the whip; but 
he could never cope with the other. So it will ever 
hold in ail government. If obedience to the reins is 
found to be most pleasant in itself, and even the road to 
enjoyment, then obedience will grow into a habit and 
become, in fact, the choice of the party." 

This, then, is the first thing to be attended to, acquire 
skill in the management of the reins; govern by guid- 
ing, not by forcing. But still, there are many, very 
many cases, in which the reins alone will not prove to 
be enough; the whip is wanted, and where it is wanted, 
it ought to be supplied. Not that I mean to enforce a 
system of corporea/ punishment; no; this may be ne- 
cessary occasionally, as an experiment in difiicult cases, 
but as a system it is bad and unavailing, and is usually 
the resource of passionate, ignorant, or indolent parents 
and masters. We should from the dawn of reason, en- 
deavor to make our children feel, that our favor is their 
richest reward for geod conduct, our displeasure the se- 
verest rebuke for misbehavior, Hapify t\i^ ^^^xwx^ ^\w^ 
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has attained to such skill in goTemment, as to guide 
with a look, to reward with a smile, and to punish wiA 
a frown. 

Occasions, I admits sometimes db occur, and not un- 
frequentlj, in which the interposition of a severer chas- 
tisement becomes nece!9sary; and these are the emer- 
gencies which require the full stretch of parental wis- 
dom. Take the following rules for your guidance. — 
Never chastise in a state of wrath. Some parents can 
never punish, except when it ought never to be done, 
when they are aqgry. This is passion, not principle; 
and will always appear to the child as if it were intend- 
ed, more to appease and gratify the parent's bad tem* 
per, than to promote his welfare. No parent, in such a 
state of mind, can be in a condition nicely to adjust the 
kind and degree of punishment to the offence; it is like 
administering medicine scalding hot, which rather bums 
than cures. God waited till the cool of the evening, be* 
fore he came down to arraign, try, and punish ottr first 
parents after their fall. 

Patiently examine the offence before you punish it. 
In every case, let there be the solemnity of judicial in- 
vestigation; for justice always should proceed with a 
slow and measured step. Accurately discriminate be- 
tween sins of presumption, and sins of ignorance or in- 
advertence. Accidents should be reproved,, but not 
punished, unless they involve wilful disobedience. Most 
wisely and equitably apportion the sentence to the de- 
gree of offence and the disposition of the offender. In- 
genuous confession, and sincere penitence, should in 
most cases arrest the process of judgment, and the child 
be made tq punish himself by remorse. Satisfy not 
yourselves till you have produced repentance, for till 
you have done this, scarcely any thing is done. Hatred 
of the sin on the part uf the offender, is a much more 
effectual preservative from its repetition, than fear of 
punishment. Do not keep instruments of punishment, 
such as the rod or the cane, constantly in sight, for this 
is to govern by fear, rather than by love. Be very cau- 
tious not to threaten what you either do not intend, or 
are not able to inflict; yea, forbear threatening as much 
as possible. A parentis deuoua^^m^xil ^Ikould not be 
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hastily uttered for children to laugh at. In the case of 
older children, the greatest caution is necessary^ in ex- 
pressing a parent's displeasure: reasonable expostula- 
tion, mild rebuke, tender reproof, appeals to their un- 
derstanding and feelings and conscience, are all that can 
be allowed in this instance. If beating ever does good, 
it is only in infancy, before the understanding can be 
made sufficiently to argue upon the heinousness of the 
offence: afterwards it can only provoke and harden. 
Through the whole course of discipline, and govern- 
ment, let parents ever remember, that their children are 
rational creatures and are to be dealt with as sneh, by 
having the grounds of obligation laid open to them, the 
criminality of disobedience explained, and the evils tjf 
insubordination laid before them. To a parent storm- 
ing or fretting over the incfficacy of punishment, I would 
say, ^^ Have you treated that child as a brute, or a ra- 
tional creature? Have you taken pains with him from 
infancy, to make him understand his obligations, and to 
comprehend the criminality of disobedience; or have 
you gqverned him by threatening and beating?" I 
again say, that where necessary punishment is withheld, 
it is a hating of the child; but the great object should 
be to render punishment unnecessary, PiJl the reins of 
guidance upon the disposition while your children are in- 
fants, and acquire great skill in these; and if you man- 
age the reins well, yen will have less need of the 
whip. 

Jt is of vast consequence, that parents should be very 
careful not to foster by injudicious treatment, those very 
propensities, which when more fully developed, they 
will find it necessary to repress by discipline. Do not 
encourage lying and ill nature, by smiling at a false, or 
malignant expression, because it is cleverly said. Nor 
nourish pride by excessive flattery of commendation. 
Nor vanity, by loading them with finery, and both ad- 
miring them, and teaching them to admire themselves. 
Nor revenge, by directing them to vent their impotent 
anger upon the persons or things that have injured them. 
Nor cruelty, by permitting them to tortnre insects or 
animals. Nor insolence and oppression^ by aHo^vcu^ 
them to be rude to servants. Nor envy,\>y «XSxsi\)\»ioE!Gk% 
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too powerfully the principle of emulation. Infinite 
mischief is done by thus thoughtlessly encouraging the 
growth of many of the germs of vice. 

Discipline, to be effectual, should be steady and un/va- 
tyingy not fitful and capricious : it must be a system which, 
like the atmosphere, shall press always, and everywhere 
upon its subjects. Occasional fits of severity, however 
violent, but which are followed by long intermissions of 
relaxing indulgence, can do no good, and may do much 
harm. Each extreme is mischievous, and each pre* 
pares for the mischief of the other. Both parents should 
join to support domestic authority; for a more truly dis- 
tressing and injurious spectacle can scarcely be seen in 
the family circle, than a fond and foolish mother, coun- 
teracting the efiects of paternal chastisement, by steal- 
ing to the little prisoner in his captivity, to comfort him 
in his distress, to wipe away his tears, and to hush his 
sorrows, by some gratification of his palate. In this 
way children have been sometimes hardened in their 
crimes, set against their father, and led to ultimate and* 
irretrievable ruin. 

Wonder not that I have placed discipline under the 
head of religious education; for,. is it not the object of 
domestic government to bend, as far as means can do il, 
the will of a child into submission to the authority of a 
wise and holy parent? And what is sin against Grod, 
but the resistance of a weaker wHl against that which is 
supreme and divine ? Now surely it may be conceived 
to be in the order of God's appointed means of bring- 
ing the child into subjection to himself, to bring him 
first into subjection to his parents. Can any one be in 
a state of mind more hardened against religion, more 
opposed to all its just and salutary restraints, than he 
who rejects the mild yoke of parental government, and 
sets at defiance the authority of a father ? Obedience 
to parents is one of the laws of heaven, and the first of 
all its laws, which the mind of an infant can be made to 
understand; and if parents enforce it as they should do, 
with a direct reference to the appointment of God, they 
are certainly taking a preliminary step, so far as means 
can be employed, for the formation of the religious char- 
acter. 
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4. Example is necessary to give power and influence 
to all other means. 

One of the tritest of all proverbs, is the power of ex- 
ample; but ils force is greatest upon the youthful mind; 
^^ during the minority of reason, imitation is the regent 
of the soul, and they who are least swayed by argument^ 
are most governed by example." We all learvU of this 
preceptor, before we can reason, yea, before we can 
speak. If then we would have our children live in the 
fear. of God, we must ourselves be seen by them, stead- 
ily walking in the way of his commandments. In allur- 
ing them to religion, we must be enabled to say, " Fol- 
low me." Our religion should not only be upon the 
whole sincere, but it should be visible : our light should 
shine before our family, that they seeing our good works, 
might glorify God. But for our religion to produce any 
effect, it must be eminent: there must be no doubt, noun- 
certainty about the matter; it must not be a thing of a 
questionable nature. It should be consistent, I remem- 
ber once conversing with a man of great eminence for 
station, talents, and piety, who said to me : " I owe ev- 
ery thing, under "God, to the eminent and consistent pi- 
ety of my father. When I was a young man, thougk*! 
was not vicious, I was worldly; and in order the more 
effectually to get rid of all interference with my pur- 
suits, from religion, I wished to think it all mere profes- 
sion and hypocrisy. For this purpose, I most narrowly 
watched the conduct of my father; for such was the 
height on which he stood as a professor of religion, that 
I very naturally concluded, if I could convict him of 
such inconsistency as amounted to a proof of hypecri- 
sy, and a little thing would at that time have sufhced for 
such a purpose, I should have gained my end, and have 
concluded that all piety was but a name and a delusion. 
But so thoroughly consistent was he, that I could find 
nothing in the smallest degree at variance with his char- 
acter as a professor of religion. This kept its hold up- 
on me. I said to myself, there must be a reality here, 
and I must try to understand and feel it; for I have seen 
such meekness in a temper naturally irritable, such 
comfort amidst the greatest agonies, and all this suppor- 
ted bj such uniform devotion, thai I mu^X. It^ Xo ^^^ 

10 
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his spirit.^' This beautiful instance of the influence of 
parental example, is, perhaps, not altogether unique, 
though in all its circumstances, perhaps rarely equal- 
led. 

Children have their eyes always upon their parents, 
and ate quick to discern any violations of consistency. 
If, notwithstanding our profession of religion, they see 
us as worldly minded, as grasping and anxious after 
riches, as solicitous to be surrounded by splendid furni- 
ture, luxurious gratifications, and fashionable habits, as 
the people of the world; — if they see the righteous 
rarely at our table, except when they are great people, or 
popular characters, but observe there the gay, the fash- 
ionable, the ungodly; — if they witness us artful; implac- 
able or malicious; — if they know us to be cruel or neg- 
lectful to our wives, unkind and oppressive to our ser- 
vants, cold and tyrannical to them; — if they witness us 
inconstant in our attendance upon private, family, or 
public worship — what can they conclude, but that awr re- 
ligion is mere profession ? In such a case, of how lit- 
tle service is our attempt to impress upon their minds 
those claims, which we ourselves practically deny ? It 
w*ere far better for some parents to say nothing to their 
children about religion, for, till they alter their own con- 
duct, their admonitions can produce no other effect, 
than to excite insufferable disgust. It is enough to 
make every parent tremble, to think what a parent 
should be. 

And there should be consistency also, between our 
profession, and our conduct, in reference to our families. 
We avow it to be our supreme and ultimate desire, that 
they should be truly pious; and we tell them so. Do we 
in all things act agreeably to this principle ? Do we se- 
lect schools and situations; books and companions; pur- 
suits and occupations, in reference to this desire ? Do 
we in our general conversation toith them, and brfore 
them, support this declaration? Do not our children 
sometimes reason thus? "My parents tell me, that their- 
^hief anxiety is for my salvation, and the formation, of 
my religious character ; but how does this comport with 
Iheir selecting for me a school where religion is the last 
thing attended to? With theit \iialT\3Lc\.\ii% me v\ some 
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things, which, as religious people, I hear them condemm ? 
How is it, that all the anxiety of their conduct, what- 
ever their words may say, appears to be, to make me a 
fine iady, that can dance well, and exhibit an elegant 
form, and display polished manners ? I am told that 
religion is the first thing, but I am educated for the 
world." Ah, if we act thus, we are not training up our 
children in the way they should go. Without example, 
every thing else that we do, is most lamentably deficient: 
as has been oflen said, it is only pointing them the way 
to heaven, but leading them in the way to hell. 

5. Diligent, constant, and careful inspection is 
a most inq)ortant parental duty. 

There should be in every family a system of domes- 
tic episcopacy. Parents should be watchful in all things. 
This is the way to preserve the good seed of instruc- 
tion which is sown, and to prevent the enemy from sow- 
ing tares, which he is ever wakeful to do when the pa- 
rent is asleep. This is a very difiicult, but a very neces- 
sary duty. We must never allow any engagements 
whatever, to take ofi*, long together, our eye from our 
children. As soon as their character begins to unfold^ 
we should most carefully watch its developement, that 
we may know what regimen to place it under. We 
should study their propensities, capacities and tenden- 
cies. We should watch them in play, in their inter- 
course with each other, with servants, with their com- 
panions, and when they are not dreaming that our at- 
tention is directed |;owards them: for character is deci- 
ded by incidents, which a superficial mind would deem 
too minute to be noticed. We should see how they be- 
have after punishment and reward; in short, their whole 
character should be studied and inspected by us with 
the][most minute and anxious care; just as the difierent 
plants in a nursery are investigated by a gardener, that 
he may know the peculiar nature which each possesses, 
and the appropriate treatment which each requires. 

We should also inspect our family so as to know what 
good or evil is going on among them; whether the good 
seed is growing, and what tares are springing up. 
Like the farmer going out to inspect his fields, or the 
gardener his treeB, to ascertain w\val ^xo^'^^f:X ^^x^ \^ 
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of a crop, and what weeds are to be eradicated, what ver- 
min to be destroyed, what gaps to be stopped to keep 
out enemies, what excresences to be removed, what as- 
sistance to be afforded: so must the parent be and act 
among his children. One is growing up with a propen- 
sity to pride, he must be taught with great care, the 
beauty and excellence of humility; a second is vain of 
personal decorations and acquirements, she must have 
such folly exposed, and be saved from its injurious in- 
fluence upon her character; a third is artful, equivocat- 
ing and deceitful, he must have the enormity of lying 
unfolded to him, and be encouraged to practice more 
frankness, ingenousness, and regard to truth; one is re- 
markably curious, and needs to have this inquisitivenesis 
checked*: another dull, and Qeeds to have it stimulated; 
one is skeptical; and is in danger of infidelity: another 
credulous, and is in peril of imposition. Now there 
must be a constant scrutiny carried on by the parent, to 
ascertain these peculiarities, and manage them accord- 
ingly. , 

Inspection must extend to every thing. To the ser- 
vants that are admitted into the house : for how much 
injury might be done to the youthful mind, by an un- 
principled and artful servant. The companions of our 
children should be most narrowly watched: one bad as- 
sociate may ruin them forever. The very first woiit- 
ings of the social impulse, even in a boy or girl of five 
or six years of age, should be noticed, for even thus 
early may evil impressions be produced by companion- 
ship. At the risk of offending the nearest relative, or 
most endeared friend he has upon earth, a christian pa- 
rent ought not to sufier his children to associate with 
those, who are likely to do them harm. On this ac- 
count, domestic education is decidedly to be preferred, 
where it can be obtained, to schools. A system of ex- 
tensive and dreadful mutual corruption is oftentimes go- 
ingon among young people, before it is perceived. 

r^arents should most carefully inspect the reading of 
their children, and keep out of their way all corrupting 
books and indecent pictures. And how deeply it is to 
be deplored, that our newspapers are oflentimes so pol- 
luted with Sltby details of disgu^tvn^ occurrences and 
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trials, so as to be channels through which moral con- 
tamination flows into many a family, otherwise well 
guarded. It becomes a serious question, whether it is 
the duty of a christian, who has sons and daughters 
growing up, to allow a newspaper to come into his house. 
Newsrooms, on this account, are to be decidedly pre- 
ferred. 

The recreations of children should be watched, and' 
no games be allowed that are immodest, or likely to fos- 
ter a spirit of gambling. 

For want of this diligent, careful, and universal in- 
spection, the best instructions, the most earnest warn- 
ings, the most fervent prayer, and the most consistent 
example, have been in some cases unavailing: and the 
children left to themselves, and to the corrupting influ- 
ence of others, have grown up, their parents' misery, 
and their own disgrace. 

9. Prayer must crown all. 

This duty commences with the birth of a child, nay, 
before that event ; for in the .very prospect of its 
birth, there 4i|^uld be earnest prayer offered to God by 
the parent, for divine grace to discharge all those obli- 
gations, which the expected babe will bring upon the 
conscience of the father and mother. And from that 
time forward till the death of either parent or child, 
earnest, secret, believing prayer, should never cease to 
be daily presented for our ofl^spriag. Our prayers 
should principally respect the spiritual welfare of our 
children. Daily we should wrestle with God for their 
eternal salvation. How little can we do at most for 
their welfare, and how ineffectual without G^d's bless- 
ing, is all we do, or can do. That parent has neglected 
a very important branch of his duty, who has suffered 
one single day to pass by, without bearing his children 
upon his heart before God in private prayer. Who can 
subdue their tempers, or change their hearts, but God? 
And though in a way of sovereignty, he confers his grace 
upon some who neither seek it themselves, nor have it 
sought for them by their friends, yet we are not author- 
ized to expect it without prayer. 

It is necessary, also, not only to pray /or our children, 
but vriih them. We should take them. ^3Q^x\. ^v:3cl \$^ 
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himself, to commend them to God, and thus make them 
the witnesses of our deep solicitude, and our intense ag- 
ony for their eternal welfare. If they have heen diso- 
bedient and wicked, it may do well, when they are 
brought to a right mind, and when we ourselves have 
forgiven them, to conduct them to the throne of divine 
grace, to beg for them the divine forgiveness: but this 
must never be done as a punishment, for this is the way 
to make them dread a parent's prayers, as a visitation of 
his displeasure. 

But besides this, there must be family prayer. 

The necessity and propriety of this, arise out of the 
constitution of the family; and were it not enjoined in 
the word of God, either by precept or example, would 
still be binding upon the conscience of every parent, 
by the relation in which he stands to his family, and the 
extent of their dependence upon God. Do we not 
want family mercies; and who can give them but God? 
So obviously obligatory is this duty, and so naturally does 
its performance arise out of all our conjomt feelings as 
parents and as christians, that tho9€^ iw> neglect it, 
cannot even pretend to feel the right influence of godli- 
ness. 

No duty, however, has been more abused than this. 
By some it is only occasionally performed; it is taken up 
perhaps in times of domestic distress or solicitude: by 
others % is attended to on a sabbath evening; and by 
many, ^ry many others it is, though regularly observed, 
nothing but a mere lifeless form, and thus felt not only 
to be insipid but a mere burden. The following direc- 
tions may be of service to guide the heads of families 
in this most interesting branch of domestic duty. 

1. It should b3 offered up morning and evening, thus 
beginning and closing every day. 

2. It should be observed with the greatest regularity, 
and an uninterrupted constancy. What a disgrace to a 
parent is it, for a child or a servant to say " are we to 
have prayer this evening ?" And yet are there not some 
families in which the practice is so irregular, as to leave 
the matter doubtful, till the bell rings? 

3. All the members of the family should be present, 
except very young children, who canaot be made to sit 
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still, and whose inquietude and restlessness are a dis- 
turbance to all the rest, and utterly destroy the solemni- 
ty of the service. 

4. It should be attended to so early in the morning as 
not to subject the service to the intrusion and interrup- 
tion of visitors and secular business; and so early m 
the evening, as not to be rendered the mere form of a 
drowsy circle, who ought at that time to be in bed. It is 
an offence to the Almighty, to conduct a family into his 
awful presence, merely to sleep there. 

5. There should be a fixed nour, and the hour should 
be most sacredly kept, and not be interfered with, except 
at the dictate of necessity. In order to this, the heads 
of families should not sup from home, nor yield to the 
modern practice of late visiting. The fashionable hours 
of ten or eleven o'clock at night, are driving out evening 
prayer, and the eagerness of commercial pursuits, 
putting a stop in many families, to the morning sacri- 
fice. 

6. A portion of holy scripture should be read, from 
the Old Testament, one part of the day, and from the 
New Testament the other. A book should be read, 
through in regular course, and not a chapter picked out 
or stumbled upon by accident. The scriptures should 
be audibly read, and in a reverential manner, and with 
a devotional spirit, for very great evils result from read- 
ing the scriptures in a careless, slovenly, and irrever- 
ent manner. It would be well for the parent to require 
the child»en and servants to bring their bibles with them, 
that the eye may help the ear, in fixing the attention of 
the mind. The domestic prophet should also accompa- 
ny what he reads with short explanatory and hortatory 
remarks of his own, or the expository comments of oth- 
ers. 

7. Where there are persons in the family that can 
sing, family praise should ascend to heaven. The morn- 
ing or evening hymn of a pious family, is one of the most 
touching sou^s in our world. 

« Lord, how delightful 'tis to see, 
** A pious hotucMld worship the«, 
^At once they sing, at once they pray, 
"They hear of heav*n, and leim the. way." 
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8. Then follows ^he prayer, which should not be so 
long as to weary, nor so short as to seem like a mere 
form: it should be fervent, for a dull, cold, heartless 
repetition of almost the same things, in almost the samo 
words, is sure, to destroy all the interest of this delight- 
ful service, and to render it a mere form, which wearies 
and burdens, if it do not also disgust. How difficult it 
is to keep up the life and vigor of this engagement! And 
why? Because we do not keep up the life and vigor of 
our own personal religion. It is worth while to re- 
mark, that the habit of reverential reading the scrip- 
tures tends to feed the flame of devotion, and to kindle ' 
the fire of the sacrifice of prayer! The prayer of the 
head of a family should be in a very peculiar degree, 
FAMILY prayer. It should respect ihe children, the ser- 
vants, the circumstances of the household. All should 
feel that the service belongs to them, and not merely 
to the individual who prays, or to the church and the 
world. But fervor, and life, and earnestness, as oppos- 
ed to what is dull and formal, is of immense conse- 
quence. A few petitions breathed forth with a fervor 
that kindles the fire of devotion in all around, are far 
better than half an hour's talking about religion to God. 

Oh! with what dignity, and grace, and sanctity, and 
authority, does a holy and fervent father rise from his 
knees, and take his seat in the midst of his family, while 
yet the rays of divine glory play upon his countenance. 
" Children," says Dr. Dwight, " naturally regard a pa- 
rent with reverence ; but they cannot fail to reverence 
him more or less, on account of his personal character. 
Wherever they have been accustomed to behold their 
parent daily sustaining the office of minister or servant 
of God, they necessarily associate with every idea they 
form of his person and character, this solemn and im- 
portant apprehension. Every image of this venerable 
relation presented to their minds, will include in it, that 
of a divinely appointed guardian of their spiritual con- 
cerns; a guide to their duty, given them from above; a 
venerated and beloved intercessor for their salvation." 
And the same writer, in speaking of family worship, 
says, " In the devotion of this little assembly, parents 
prajr for their children, and children for their parents; 
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the husband for the wife, and the wife for the husband; 
whOe brothers and sisters send up their requests to the 
throne of Infinite Mercy, to caU down blessings on each 
other. Who that wears the name of a man can be in- 
different here ? Must not the venerable character of the 
parent, the peculiar tenderness of the conjugal union, 
the affectionate intimacy of the filial and fraternal rela- 
tions; must not the nearest of relations long existing, 
the interchange of kindness long continued, and the 
oneness of interests long cemented, — all warm the heart, 
heighten the importance of every petition^ and increase 
the fervor of every devotional effort." 

It may now be proper to inquire, how it comes to pass 
that such a system as this is so oflen unsuccessful ? For 
it may, with very great propriety, because with truth, be 
affirmed, that the families of professors, are not always, 
as might be expected, the nurseries of the church. It is 
not enough to resolve the matter into the sovereignty of 
divine grace, till we have inquired, whether any thing 
can be found in the conduct of parents, which can be 
said with truth, to account for the painful fact of irrelig- 
ious children, being found in religious families. 

Have parents really adopted and pursued a judicious 
system of religiotls education ? Can it be said, that 
means, such as I have directed, or any thing at all like 
them, have been regularly pursued? Has there been a 
deep, a constant solicitude for the eternal welfare of 
their children ? . 

.In the introduction of my volume, entitled, ^^ A Chris- 
tian Father's Present to his Children," I have stated 
the obstacles which often prevent the success of a reli- 
gious education, and have enumerated the following: — 

1. Religious education is oflentimes very ignorantly, 
negligently, and capriciously maintained; where it is not 
altogether omitted. It is not ajirst object, it is attend- 
ed to with no earnestness, no anxiety, no system, no 
regularity. It does not run through every thmg, and is 
opposed by many things at variance with it. The pa- 
rents' eye and heart are more intently fixed upon the 
worldly prosperity and respectability of the children, 
than on their religious character. 
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2. The relaxation of domestic discipline is a power- 
ful impediment in the way of success. There is, in 
some houselioids, no family government, no order, no 
subordination. The children are kept under no re- 
straint, but are allowed to do what they like; their faults 
are unnoticed and unpunished, and their tempers allow- 
ed to. grow wild and headstrong, till in fact, the whole 
family become utterly lawless, rebellious against parent- 
al authority, and unamiable to all around them. How 
many have had to curse the over-indulgence of fond and 
foolish parents. How many, as they have ruminated 
amidst the desolations of poverty, or the walls •f a pris- 
on, have exclaimed, " O, my cruelly fond parents, had 
you exercised that authority with which Grod entrusted 
you, over your children, and had you checked my child- 
ish corruptions, and punished my boyish disobedience; 
had you subjected me to the salutary restraint of whole- 
some laws, I had not brought you with a broken heart to 
your grave^nor myself with a ruined character to a jail." 

Over indulgence is awfully common, and continually 
making shocking ravages in human character. It is a 
system of great cruelty to the children, to the pm'ents 
themselves, and to society. This practice proceeds 
from various causes; in some instances, firom a pervert-r 
ed ^d systematic sentimentalism; in others, from abso- 
lute indolence, and a regard to present ease^ which leads 
the silly mother to adopt any means of coaxing, and 
yielding, and bribing, to keep the young rebels quiet for 
the time; in others, from a mistake as to the time wl^en 
restraints should begin, or a spirit of procrastination, 
which leads parents to say, ^^ I shall take them in hand 
by and by: there is no time lost, when their reason is a 
little more matured, 1 shall lay upon them more re* 
straint;" and in some it is " mere animal affection," with- 
out the guidance of a particle of judgment, a mere in- 
stinct, like that which in the irrational tribes, leads to a 
blind and busy affection. It is not uncommon for pa- 
rents to treat the first acts of puerile rebellion, rather as 
freaks to be smiled at, than as faults to be reformed. 
** O," says the mother, " it is only play, he will know 
better soon. He does not mean any harm. I cannot 
chide him,^^ No; and if the falVieii, wiser than herself, 
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does, she cries, and perhaps, in the hearing of the 
child, reproves her husband for cruelty. From what- 
eyer cause it proceeds, it is in the highest degree injuri- 
ous to the character of the children; let those who are 
guilty of it read the fearful comment on this sin, which 
is furnished for their warning, in the history of Eli and 
his family. 

3. Undue severity, is perhaps, more injurious than 
over-indulgence; and it is, perhaps, a conviction of this, 
and an observation of the mischievous consequences of 
extreme rigor, that has driven many into the opposite 
extreme. I have seen the dreadful effects of parental 
tyranny, and the reign of household terror, in the brok- 
en spirits, the reckless desperation, the hardened contu- 
macy, or the deep and sullen melancholy of those who 
have been the subjects of these hard measures. It is a 
truly revolting sight to see a father employing the iron 
rod of the oppre,ssor to beat, and bruise, and crush the 
minds of his own offspring into the most abject submis- 
sion. He may succeed, but let him not wonder if at the 
same time that he has suppressed rebellion, he has ex- 
tinguished affection. I have known parents, who, too 
late have seen their error, and who would give the 
world, did they possess it, if it were possible to do away 
the ill effects which their severity had produced in the 
character of their children: but the mischief was irre- 
parable. No subsequent kindness could expand the 
heart, which they had closed for ever against them, or 
win that confidence which they had repulsed from them. 
A close, sullen, melancholy disposition had been nurtur- 
ed: a susceptibility to the emotions of wretchedness had 
been planted in the bosom, which no future tenderness 
on the part of the parent could remove. He saw it, 
and repented it, but could not alter it. " Ye fathers, 
provoke not then, your children te anger, lest they 
should be discouraged,^^ This language is really very 
striking, ^and well deserves the serious attention of eve- 
ry parent. 

4. The inconsistent conduct of parents who are pro- 
fessors of religion, is a sreat hindrance to the success of 
religious instruction. Many persons have no need lo 
wonder that their children are not pvovis*, \\. 'w w\^ \v«i^ 
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been a wonder with every body else if they were, &r 
they have seen nothing at home, but what was caictila' 
ted to disgust them with religion. They would have 
been far more likely to have thought well of the ways of 
godliness, if their parents had said nothing about them. 

5, The bad conduct of an elder branch of a lamilyy 
often counteracts all the efforts made for the benefit of 
the rest. Let parents see the importance of beginmr^ 
upon a good system. Children are creatures of imita- 
tion, and the models they copy after, are their elder 
brother or sister. A mother should educate the charac- 
ter of her first child, with the recollection, that he will 
be a pattern which the rest will, in all probability, more 
or less conform to. I do not think this has been suffi- 
ciently considered. 

6. Partiality has a very corrupting and fatal influence. 
The history of the. patriarch Jacob, first the victim, and 
afterwards the subject of this sin, will remain for ever, 
a warning to all parents against the dangers of domes- 
tic favoritism. The balances of government must be 
held in every family, by even handed justice, or misery 
is sure to ensue. Envy and jealousy are the natural 
consequences of partiality. Father and mother are 
sometimes embroiled, the children are set against each 
other, and ail conspire against the favorite. 

Behold these obstacles, and avoid them. 

And now, can motives be necessary to admonish chris- 
tian parents to the diligent performance of their duty? 
If so, take the following: — 

1 . Are you zealous for the cause of religion in the 
world, for the prosperity of Zion, for the interest of the 
Redeemer, for the glory of God ? Be diligent and aox- 
ious to train up your children in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. Would you have them the ene- 
mies, or the friends of God and his cause ? Dare you 
pretend to be the disciples of Christ, if this is a matter 
of indifference to you ? If you are neglectful in this 
matter, you may expect to see your offspring united with 
the children of this world, if not with infidels, scoffers 
or the profane. But if you are anxious and conscien- 
tious to train them up for God, that daughter over whom 
j'ou watch with such parental case oxkd tenderness, may 
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be joined with the female worthies, who by their chaste 
conversation, and the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, and their zeal for the cause of Christ, have done 
so much to diffuse religion in the world. That son 
whom you how train with such holy solicitude, for fu- 
ture usefulness, as a disciple of the Saviour, may be- 
come eminent in the church, as a consistent and intelli- 
gent member, or an able and faithful minister: '^ Many 
a congregation," says Baxter, " that is happily fed with 
the bread of life, may thank God for the endeavors of 
some poor man or woman, that trained up a child in the 
ways of God, to become their holy and faithful teacher." 
The church of God looks to the families of the right- 
eous, and expects and asks from thence, those supplies 
which are to recruit its members, and to repair the rav- 
ages of death. 

2. I urge this duty by a due regard to the temporal 
and eternal welfare of your children. You love your 
children, and would deem it a most cruel and insulting 
insinuation to have your affection for a moment ques- 
tioned. But do what you will for them; devote as you 
may the energies of body and mind; the sleep of your 
nights and the activities of your days to your children's 
comfort: wear out your strength in ceaseless labor and 
solicitude, and yet at the same time neglect the reli- 
gious education of your children, you are guilty of a 
species of most horrid cruelty towards them, the bitter 
consequences of which may begin in this world in prof- 
ligacy and vice, and extend to the other in all the bitter 
pains of eternal death. Unrestrained by sentiments of 
piety, uncontrolled by a . conscience, which has never 
been enlightened, what is to prevent them from being 
plunged into infamy by their unbridled passions } Have 
not many young men at the hulks, in the land of exile, 
or at the gallows, and many unhappy females when clos- 
ing in misery a course' of infamy, cursed their parents 
for not giving them a religious education? But even 
though they live and die in worldly honor and respecta- 
bility, what will this do for them amidst the sorrows of 
life, the agonies of death, the solemnities of judgment^ 
and the torments of perdition. Hear them as they stand 
shoddering and afirighted on the brink of that ^ulC i&l<^ 
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which they^ are about to plunge. " Of what avail are 
the riches and honors and pleasures of the world, which 
my parents were so anxious to obtain for me ? Why did 
they not tell me that the salvation of my soul was of 
more importance to me as an immortal creature, than the 
possession of the universe ? Cruel, cruel parents! Fool 
that I was to be blinded and rendered careless by 
you : but my self-reproaches are now unavailing, I de- 
servedly perish; but my blood be upon the head of those 
that neglected me." Ah, cruel parents indeed, who 
neglect the religious education of their children: more 
cruel in some respects than Herod; he slew the bodies 
of children, these murder souls; he murdered the chil- 
dren of others, these murder their own; he employed 
the agency of his servants, these do the work of slaugh- 
ter themselves. 

3. *Do you regard your own comfort? Do you love 
yourselves? Are you anxious to avoid painful and in- 
cessant solicitude, bitter reflection, domestic disquie- 
tude, dreadful foreboding ? Then bring up your chil- 
dren with the most unvarying regard to iheir religious 
character. Should God crown your efforts with suc- 
cess, what a harvest of joys will you reap even in this 
world. When you see your children enter the paths of 
wisdom, " thank Grod," you will exclaim, " my highest 
ambition has at length reached its object. My children 
are decided christians. I am now no longer distressing- 
ly anxious for their future prospects in this life. In one 
way or other, God will provide for them. And as to eter- 
nity, they are safe." Who can describe the pure, ele- 
vated felicity with which suoh parents mark the course 
of their children, in going from strength to strength in 
their progress to Zion. What a season of delight is 
that, when they publicly assume the profession of a 
christian, and connect themselves with the church! 
What joy is felt in beholding them at their side at the 
table of the Lord, and holding communion with them in 
the joys of faith and the anticipations of eternity. And 
what satisfaction is experienced in seeing them enrol- 
ling their names as the friends of Grod and man, ^iid giv- 
ing their support to those institutions which are formed 
to promote the highest interests of the hutoan race. As 
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they grow in experience, in usefulness, in respectability 
in the church, the parents^ joy and gratitude are contin- 
ually incireasing, and they feel the honor of having sent 
such members into the fellowship of the faithful. Should 
Crod in the mysteries of his providence remove them by 
an early death, you will be cheered amidat the agonies 
of separation, by their dying consolation; their piety will 
wipe away your tears and be a balm to the wounds of 
your mind; and when they have departed, you will so- 
lace yourselves with the healing thought, that they are 
gone to that world of glory in which you will soon be re- 
united with them. Or should the order of nature be ob- 
served, and you precede them to the tomb, will not 
their presence and attentions in your dying chamber, be 
more soothing by the consideration, .that they are so 
many saints, as well as children, ministering to your 
comfort? Will not their piety give a sanctity and a 
sweetness to all the offices of their affection? ^' I die," 
will be your expression, as like departing Jacob, you 
address yourselves to them, ^' but God will be with youy 
and we shall meet agaia where there will be no more 
death." 

But should you unhappily neglect their religious ed- 
ucation, and they, through your neglect, should grow 
up without any due sense of the claims of God, is there 
not a danger of their becoming immoral, as well as ir- 
religious? And how could you bear to witness, or to 
hear of their profligacy and vice, if at the same time, 
you were conscibus that it was in a measure through 
your negledt ? Perhaps they may be unkind and disobe- 
dient to you; for God may justly render that child a 
scourge to his parent, whose parent did not train him up 
in the ways of religion. O what scenes of domestic 
misery, what heart rending spectacles of confusion and 
wretchedness, have profligate children occasioned in 
the families to which they belong ! How many have 
thus had their hearts suddenly broken, or their grey 
hairs brought down by the slow process of withering 
sorrow, to the grave: and the sting of all this, in some 
^ases, has been the consciousness of parental neglect. 
No sin more heavily punishes itself , tVvasi \\i\^^ x^sstTs^- 
gI63 for its subject a more\>\ttQt cu^. '^^N.^^^'^^^^ 
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eternal consequences, oh the eternal consequences of 
this neglect! See the heart-stricken parent, wringing 
his hands over the dying youth, who is departing with- 
out repentance. No, not a syllable escapes his lips that 
sounds like penitence : the father weeps, and prays, and 
entreats, but the son hearkens not, and dies, and makes 
no sign. Now in what a burst of agony does he give 
vent to his feelings over the corpse, from which the spir- 
it has departed, but departed not to the mansions of the 
blest. " Oh, my son Absalom, my son, my son Absa- 
lom, would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my 
son, my son." 

Or, in the event of your own death, what thorns will 
it plant in your pillow, with what deeper shades will it 
invest the descent to that dark valley, to reflect that you 
had neglected the religious character of your children, 
and the etemzd salvation of their immortal souls. Therhj 
amidst these fearful scenes, to awake to a sense of your 
duty, when it is too late, except by one parting admoni- 
tion, to perform it. Then to see those around your bed, 
with whom you have been entrusted^ but whom you have 
neglected. 

But there are other scenes more dreadful still. The 
faithless parent must meet his neglected children at the 
day of judgment, before the bar of God. Fearful will 
be the interview; and to us, now, utterly inconceivable. 
No imagination can portray the scene, and I attempt it 
not. And then, eternity, oh! eternity! — who shall bring 
out from the secrets of that impenetrable state, the con- 
dition of children, lost in some measure, through the 
neglect of their parents; and the condition of parents, 
hearing through everlasting ages, the imprecations and 
reproaches of their own offspring, and all these impre- 
cations and reproaches echoed back from their own 
conscience. But the picture is too appalling — ^and if 
the mere anticipation chills with horror, what must be 
its reality. 

Look for a few moments at a brighter scene, and anti- 
cipate the meeting, at the judgment day, of pious pa- 
rents and children reclaimed, converted, saved, by the 
blessing of God upon their affectionate solicitude, and 
Judicious and persevering effotta fet V)ftft\x ^VetwaX ^w^V- 
iSre; but this is asinuch too Wi^^itfei V\iti\m%^m^N:vQx^^ 
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as the other is too terrific. It is glory, honor, and feli- 
citj too great to be imagined. And beyond all this, 
everlasting ages remain^ for the child to be blessed 
with salvation, and the parent to be blessed with the 
consciousness of having been the happy instrument of 
eternal blessedness to his own ofispring. 

11* 



CHAPTER V. 

THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN TO THEIR PARENTS. 



<* Children, ohej your parents in the Lord : for this is right. Honor thy fitfher, and 
mother ; which is the first commandment witn promise ; that it may be well with tke* 
«nd that thou may est live long on the earth." Ephes. tL'1, 2, 3» 

^My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother} 
bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou gotd 
it shall lead thee } when thou sleepest it shall keep thee *, and when thou awakest if shall 
talk with thee." Proverbs tL 80» 32. 

** The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice ; and he that begetteth a wise child 
dial] have joy of him. Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee 
•hall rejoice. Proverbs, zxiii. 24, 26* 

Perhaps there is no duty, the obligations of which are 
more generally acknowledged, than filial piety; none 
which in the peribrmance yields greater pleasure, or 
which, if neglected, brings a more severe or righteous 
retribution. All nations, however sunk in barbarism or 
elevated by science, have admitted the strength and jus- 
tice of parental claims, and the unhappy youth who re- 
sists them, stands convicted, condemned and reprobated 
before the tribunal of the world. On the other hand, 
an eminently dutiful child is an object of delight, admi- 
ration and esteem, to all who have an opportunity of 
witnessing his conduct ; he goes through society soT"* 
rounded by a glory purer than that of fame, and far more 
conducive to his own'<:omfort; he is a Messing to hii 
parents, and is blessed himself. Children, may ail of you 
be such: and for that purpose, I ask your most ^ea at- 
tention to the statement of your duties, as set before 
you in this chapter. The obligations of social life are 
recMnrocal. If your parents owe to you all that I have 
enjowed upon them how mucb 4o "joxx oh?^ 1^ ^QMt ^^ 
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rents? I have been your advocate with themy I now be- 
come theirs with you. 

Consider well the relation you sustain to your pa- 
rents. There is a natural connexion between you/ in- 
asmuch as they are the instruments of your very exist- 
ence; a circumstance which of itself seems to invest 
them, as I have already said, with an absolute authority 
over you. The commonness, the universality of the tie, 
takes off the mind from contemplating its closeness, its 
tenderness, its sanctity. You are literally parts of 
themselves, and cannot dwell for a moment upon your 
descent, without being struck, one should think, with 
the amazing and solemn weight of obligation that re'sts 
upon you towards a father and a mother. But consider 
there is not only a natural, but in reference to duty, - an 
institiUed connexion between you; Jehovah himself has 
interposed, and uniting the language of revelation with 
the dictates of reason, the force of authority^ to the 
impulse of nature, has called you to filial piety^ not only 
as a matter of feeling, but of principle. Study then the 
relationship, look narrowly and seriously at the connex- 
ion subsisting between you. Weigh well the import of 
the word parent: think how much is implied in it to- 
wards its appropriate object, how many offices it contains 
in itsel:^ — guardian, ruler, teacher, guide, benefactor, 
provider; what then must be the obligations of a 

CHILD ? 

The following i& a brief summary of filial duties: 

1. You ought to LOVE your parents. 

Love is the only state of mind fi-om which all the oth- 
er duties that you owe them can arise. By love, wo 
mean complacency: and surely this is due to a father 
and mother. The very relation in which you stand to 
them demands this. If you are destitute of this, if you 
Are without any propensity of heart towards them, you 
ara In % strange and guilty state of mind. Till you are 
married, ^y ought, in most cases^ to be the supremo 
objects of your ©ftrtbly afifections. It is not enough for 
you to be respect^Jufti obedient^ and even kind; but, 
where there exists no r^asoi))? for alienating your heart, 
you should he fond of them^ It is of Vnfin&l^ \sa!^Q\\.«SL^% 
tbatfouffbould watch ovbr t^e i&t^ti^ tj^^Vj;.^ ^i 1^"^ 
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mind, and not suffer dislike, alienation, or indifferenc 
to extinguish your regards. Do not take up a prej 
dice against them, nor allow an unfavorable impressi< 
to be made upon j^ur mind. Respect and obedience^ 
they do not spring from loye, are valueless in their n 
ture, and very precarious in their existence. 

If you love them, you mil delight to be in their coi 

famjy and take pleasure in being at home with thej 
t is painful to them to see that you are happier ai 
where than at home, and fonder of any other society the 
theirs. No companion should be so valued by you as 
kind father or mother. 

If you love them, you mil strive in all things to plec 
them. We are always anxious to please those whom i 
regard, and to avoid whatever would give them pai 
If we are careless whether we please or displease ai 
one, it is obviously impossible that we can have any ] 
fection for them. The essence of piety towards God 
a deep solicitude to please him; and the essence of 1 
ial piety, is a solicitude to please your parents. You 
people, dwell upon this single, simple thought: a chili 

PLEASURE SHOULD BE TO PLEASE HIS PARENTS. TfajS 

the essence of love, and the sum of all your duty, 
you would adopt this rule, if you would write this up 
your heart, if you would make this the standard of yc 
conduct, I might lay down my pen, for it includes ei 
ry thing in itself. O that you could be brought to n 
Bon and to resolve thus: — " I am bound by every tie 
God and man, of reason and revelation, of honor a 
gratitude, to do all I can to make my parents happy, 
doing whatever will give them pleasure, and by avo: 
ing whatever will give them pain. By God*s help, I n 
from this hour study and do whatever will promote th< 
comfort. I will make my will to consist in doing thei 
and my earthly happiness to arise from making th 
happy. I will sacrifice my own predilections, and 
satisfied with their choice." Noble resolution, and ji 
and proper! Adopt it, act upon it, and you will nev 
repent of it. Do not have any earthly happiness, tl 
is indulged at the expense of theirs. 

Jf/ou Jove them, t((m 11^// desire their good opim 
W$ aiUurfdly value Uie eait^om oU\v<cy&^XQ ysv^m^^ ^ 
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attached: we wish to be thought highly of by them: 
and if we are quite careless about their respect for us, 
it is a sure sign we have no regard for them. Children 
should be desirous, and even anxious to stand high in 
the opinion of their parents; and nothing can be a more 
decisive proof of a bad disposition in a son or a daugh- 
ter, than their being quite indifferent what their parents 
think of them. All love must be gone in such a case as 
this, and the youth is in the road to rebellion and de- 
struction: commendation has lost its value, censure its 
efficacy, and punishment its power, 

2. Keverence is the next duty. 

" J3bnor," saith the commandment, " thy father and 
mother." This reverence has respect to your feelings, 
your wordsj and your actions. It consists in part, of an 
inward consciousness of their superiority, and an en* 
deavor to cherish a reverential frame of mind towards 
them, as placed by God over you. There must be high 
thoughts of their superiority, both natural and institu- 
ted, and a submission of the heart to their authority, in 
a way of sincere and ^ofound reispect. Even your 
love must be that which is exercised and expressed to- 
wards a superior. If there be no reverence of the 
heart, it cannot be expected in the conduct. In all 
virtue, whether it be that higher kind which has re- 
spect to God, or that secondary kind, which relates to 
our fellow creatures, we must have a right state of 
heart; for without this, virtue does not exist. 

Your words should correspond with the reverential 
feelings of the heart. When speaking to them, your 
address, both in language and in tones, should be mod- 
est, submissive, and respectful: not loud, boisterous, 
impertinent or even familiar: for they are not your 
equals, but your superiors. If at anytime you differ 
from them in opinion, your views should be expressed, 
not Math the flippancy and pertinaciousness of dispu- 
tants, but with the meek inquisitiveness of pupils. 
Should they reprove, and even more sharply than you 
think is due, you must lay your hand upon your inouth, 
and neither answer them again, nor show resentment. 
Your reverence for them should be so %t^^^ ^a\.^ 
impose a considerable resirainit u^n 'jwa «^^^ 
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in their company; for much is due to the presence o 
parent. It is exceedingly ofiensive to hear a p 
clamorous, talkative young person, unchecked by 
countenance of a father or mother, and engaging m 
of the conversation of a party to himself. Young [ 
sons should always be modest and retiring in compi 
but more especially when their parents are there. ^ 
should also be careful about the manner of speakin 
them to others. You should never talk of their fai 
for this is like Ham's uncovering the nakedness of 
father. You must not speak of them in a jocose or 
miliar maimer, nor say any thing that would lead otl 
to think lightly, or to suppose that you thoi 
lightly of ^ym If they are attacked m their ] 
utation, yoir?are with promptitude and firma 
though with meekness, to defend them, so far as ti 
will allow, and ev^n if the charge be .true, to make 
the excuses that veracity will permit, and to pro: 
against the cruelty of degrading your parents in j 
presence. 

Reverence should extend to fll your behavior towi 
your parents. In all your conduct towards them, | 
themthe greatest honor; let it be observed by otl 
that you pay them all possible respect, and let it als< 
seen by themselves, when there is no spectator n 
Your condu^tdiould always be under restraint, w 
they are within sight; not the restraint of dread, bu 
esteem. How would you act if the king were in 
room? Would you be as free, as familiar, as nois> 
when he hati retired, or before he had entered ? I ai 
opinion, that parents let down their dignity, and um 
mine their authority, by allowing the same rude 
l)oisterous behavior in their presence, as in their 
sence. This should not be. When reason is expf 
ing in children, they should be made to understand 
feel the truth of what I have already affirmed, 
there is an outward respect due to the very presence 
parent. All rude and noisy rushing in and out of i 
ther or mother's company is unmeet. It is the etiqu 
of our court, that no one shall enter the royal presei 
when the king is upon his throne, without obeisai 
nor in retiring^ turn his back m^^u >3ckft \}ttxatkfc. 
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not ask for the same obsequiousness in families, but I 
ask for the principle from which it arises, a respectful 
deference for authority. 

5. The next duty is obedience'. 

^^ Children obey your parents," says the apostle in his • 
epistle to the Colossians. This is one of the most obvi- 
ous dictates of nature; even the irrational creatures are 
obedient by instinct, and follow the signs of the parent 
beast, or bird or reptile. Perhaps there is no duty more 
generally acknowledged than this.*" Your obedience 
should begin early; the younger you are, the more you 
need a guide and a ruler. It should be universal: 
" Children obey your parents," said the apostle, ^^ in all 
things." the only exception to this, is wheoctheir com- 
mands are, in the letter or spirit of theig^V>pposed to 
the commands of Grod. In this case, as tpH as in eve- 
ry other, we must obey Grod, rather than man. But 
even here your refusal to comply witfa|;^e sinful injunc- 
tion of a parent, must be uttered in a meek and respect- 
ful mannet, so that it shall be manifest you are actuated 
by pure, conscientious motives, and not by a mere re- 
bellious resistance of parental authority. Your obedi- 
ence should have no other exception than that which is 
made by conscience: in your situation, inclination and 
taste are out of the question; both must be crossed, op- 
posed, and set aside when opposed to parental authori- 
ty; it should be prompt. As soon as theHbommand is 
uttered it should be complied with. It is a disgrace to 
-any child that it should be necessary for a father or a 
mother to repeat a command. You shoulcUeyen antici-< 
pate if possible, their injunctions, and not wUt till their 
will is announced in words. A tardy obedience loses 
all its glory. It sholild bitf cheerful. 'A reluctent vir- 
tue is no virtue at all. Constrained and unwilling 
obedience, is rebellion in principle; it is vice cloth- 
ed in the garments of holinesi Grod loveth a cheer- 
ful giver, and so does maiu A child retiring from 
a parent's presence, muttering,* sullen and* murmuring, 
is one of the ugliest spectacles in cf^ation: of what 
value is any thing he does, in ^ch a temper as this? It 
should be self-denying. You must give up your own 
wills, and sacrifice your own pTed&cl\oTv.%, «sA \tti- 
form the things that' are difficult, as "wcW «a \NiQ<i^ ^^^ 
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are easy. When a soldier receives a command, although 
he may be at home in comfort, and he is required to go 
at once into the field of danger, he hesitates not, he 
considers he has no option. A child has no more room 
for the gratification of self will than the soldier has; he 
must obey. It should be uniform. Filial obedience is 
generally rendered without much difficulty when the 
parents are present, but not always with the* same unre- 
servedness when they are absent. Young people, you 
should despise the meanness, and abhor the wickedness, 
of consulting the wishes, and obeying the injunctions of 
your parents, only when.they are to witness your con- 
duct. Such hypocrisy is detestable. Act upon nobler 
principles. Let it be enough for you to know what is 
the will of a parent, to ensure obedience, even though 
continents laid, and oceans rolled between you and your 
father. Carry his injunction with you every where; let 
the voice of conscience be to you^ instead of his voice, 
and the consciousness that God sees you, be enough to 
ensure your immediate compliance. How sublimely 
simple and striking was the reply of the child, who, up- 
on being pressed in company to take something which 
his absent parents had forbidden him to touch, and who, 
upon being reminded that they were not there to wit- 
ness him, replied, " very true, but God and my con- 
science are here." Be it your determination, to imi- 
tate this beautiful example of filial piety, and obey in all 
things even your absent parents. 

4. Submission to the family discifline and ruu. 
is no less your duty than obedience to commands. 

In every well ordered family, there is a rule of gov- 
ernment; there is subordination, system, discipline, re* 
ward and punishment: and to these, all the children 
must be in subjection. Submission requires, that if at 
any time you have behaved so as to render parental 
chastisement necessary, you should take it patiently, 
and not be infuriated by passion, or excited to resistance. 
Remember that your parents are commanded by God to 
correct your faults, that they are actuated by love in 
performing this self-denying duty, and that it costs them 
more pain to inflict it, than it does you to endure it. Li- 
gBDUOUBly confess your faults, and submit to whatever 
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punishment their authority and wisdom might appoint. 
One of the loveliest sights in the domestic economy, 
next to that of a uniformly obedient child, is a disobedi- 
ent one brought to a right sense of his misconduct, 
and quietly submitting to the penalty he has incurred. 
It is a proof both of strength of mind and of good dis- 
position of heart, to say, " I have done wrong, and it 
is meet I should bear chastisement." 

Ia the case of elder children, such, for instance as 
are fourteen and upwards, all other correction than that 
of rebuke and the expression by language of parental 
displeasure, is of course out of the question; but where 
this is necessary, such young persons as have merited it, 
should exercise profound submission. It is exceeding- 
ly gainful when a parent in addition to the extreme pain 
which it costs him to administer reproof to such chil- 
dren, has to endure the anguish produced by their utter 
indifference, smiling contempt, sullen murmuring, or in- 
solent replies. This conduct is the more guilty, because 
the authors of it are arrived at an age when they may 
be supposed to have advanced so far in the growth of 
their understanding, as to perceive how deeply laid are 
the foundations of the parental authority in nature, rea- 
son and revelation, and how necessary it is that the reins 
of parental discipline should not be relaxed. If then, 
you have committed one error in deserving reproof, do 
'hct commit another in resenting it. Keep all still with- 
in, let not your passions rebel against your judgment, 
but suppress in a moment the rising tumult of the soul. 
The conduct of some children afler reproof, is a deeper 
wound on the heart of a parent, than that which preced- 
ed and deserved the reproof. On the other hand, I 
know not a greater mark of nobleness of mind, nor any 
thing ^iH^cfa tends to raise a young person higher in the 
esteem of a parent, or to endear nim more to a father's 
haairt^ than a bumble submission to reproof, and an in- 
genuous confession of his fault. A friend of mine had 
a 0on,.long since gone to join the immortals, who hav- 
ing" one day displeased his father before his younger 
brothers and sisters, not onl^ meekly submitted to pa- 
ternal rebuke, but when the fapiily were «»&^xGiV\<^^ '^ 

12 
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the dinner table, rose before them all, and aAer baring 
confessed his fault and craved his father's forgiyeness, 
admonished the junior branches of the family, to take 

/ warning by his example, and be cautious neyer to dis* 
tress their parents, whom they were under such obliga- 
tions to love and respect. Nothing could be more love- 
ly or more impressive, than this noble act. He rose, by 
his apology, to a higher place in the regard and esteem 
of his parents and the family, than ho occupied even be- 
fore his fault. Sullenness, impertinence, and obstinate 
resistance, are meanness, cowardice, littleness, compar- 
ed with such an action as this, which combines an hero- 
ic magnanimity with the profoundest humility. 

Subjection requires also, a due observance of the rule» 
laid down for the maintenance of family order. In every 
well ordered family, things are not left to chance, but 
regulated by fixed laws; there is a time for every thing 
and every thing in its time; a place for every thing and 
every thing in its place. Meals, prayer, going to bed 
and rising in the morning, are all in their appointed sea- 
son. To these rules it is the obvious duty of every 
branch of the family to submit. The sons and daugh- 
ters may be growing up or arrived at full age; this mat- 
ters not, they must submit to the law of the house, and 
their age is an additional reason for their submission, as 
it supposes a maturity of judgment, which enables them 
to perceive more clearly the grounds of all moral obli- 
gation. They may think the rules too strict; but if the. 
parent has enacted them, they should be in subjection, 
and that, as long as tlicy continue members of the little 
community, though it be almost to old age. It is for 
the parents to decide also, what visitors shall be brought 
to the house; and it is in the highest degree unbecom- 
ing, for a child to introduce or even wish or attempt to 
introduce, any companion contrary to the known will of 
a parent. The same remark will apply to recreations; 
parents must determine this point, and no child that has 
the proper feelings of a child, would desire to set up 
any amusements that the taste, and especially that the 
conscience of a father or mother forbidis. Instances 
have occurred of young people inviting such friends and 

Jawing with them in aucb diveT*\oi^/\siV\i^ ^^.^tice of 
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thoir parents, as they know to be decidedly contrary to 
the law of the house. This is such an act of base and 
wicked rebellion against parental authority, and such an 
unprincipled disregard to parental comfort, as language 
is too wealt to characterise. Even the books which are 
brought into the house must be in accordance with the 
domestic rule. If the parent forbid the introduction of 
novels, romances or any other books, a child in most 
cases should forego his own predilections and yield to 
an authority which he cannot resist without opposing the 
institute of nature and religion. 

6. It is the duty of children to consult their pa- 
rents. 

They are the guides of your youth; your natural 
counsellors ; the family oracle, which you are ever to 
consult, and the responses of which are to be received 
with pious reverence. Even if you have just reason to 
suspect the solidity and penetration of their judgment, 
it is due to the relation in which you stand to them, to 
undertake nothing without laying the matter before 
them, and obtaining their opinion. How much more 
ready should you be to do this, where you have every 
reason to confide in their wisdom. You are young and 
inexperienced; the path of life, is in a considerable de- 
gree untrodden by you, and contingencies are perpetu- 
ally arising, which you have yet acquired no experi- 
ence to understand, and to turn to account. They have 
travelled the road, and know its turnings, its dangers, 
and its difficulties. Go to your parents, then, with ev- 
ery affair; consult them on the subject of companions, 
books, recreations. Let a father's and a mother's car 
be the receptacle of all your cares. Have no secrets 
which you conceal from them. Especially consult with 
them on the subjects of trade and marAage. On the 
former, you perhaps need their pecuniary assistance, and 
how can you expect this if you take not their advice, as 
to the best way of employing their property. As to 
marriage, I need not repeat at any length what I have 
already said on this subject. The scripture has fur- 
nished us with many fine instances of the deference paid 
in patriarchal times, by children to iheir parents. Isaao 
and Jacob both appear to have led iVi^ ^^V^cXaotw <i1 ^€v^ 
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wives to their parents. Ruth, though a daughter-in- 
law, was willing to be guided entirely by Naomi. Ish- 
maol asked his mother's advice; and Sampson moved 
for his parents' consent. The simplicity of that age 
h^ departed, and in the advance of society, more of 
the power of selection now vests in the children; but it 
should not be exercised independently of parental ad- 
vice. An old divine said thus to his sons: — ^' When 
you are youths, choose your callings, when men, choose 
your wives, only take me along with you; it may bo, 
old men see farther than you." Another ancient wri- 
ter has this remark; — ^^It may be considered, that pa- 
rents, who brought forth and bred up their children, 
dbould by no means be berefl of them, without their con- 
sent; and since they are so much their goods and pos- 
sessions, it were a kind of purloining to give them- 
selves away without their parents' leave. And on this 
subject, a heathen may teach many who profess tp be 
christians; for Cyrus, on being invited to form a con- 
nexion with a particular individual, replied, ^^ I like .the 
lady, her dowry, and family, but I must have these 
agree with my parents' will, and then I will marry her." 

6. Imitate the good example of your parents. 

I say their good example, for if they unhappily set 
you a bad one, it is at the peril of your soul that you 
follow it. It was a noble answer which Frederick tV. 
Elector Palatine of the Rhine, returned to the prince, 
who advised him to follow the example of his father 
Lewis: — " In the business of religion we must follow 
the example of parents and ancestors, only so far as 
they are agreeable to the will of God." Marcus Aure- 
lius Antoninus, when he came to the throne of Imper- 
ial Rome, publicly expressed his determination not to 
follow the usual conduct of the Caesars, but to act as a 
disciple of the pious Antonine, and to act, and speak, 
and think, as his foster father did. Survey the conduct 
of your parents; let their failings be thrown back in 
shadow, their excellencies brought out in full relief. 
Where they are truly pious, be followers of their reli- 
gious character. You bear the likeness of their bodies, 
receive also the impress of their minds. Seek to catch 
the family feature of their piety. A wicked cbild> of 
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godly parents, is the most awful character upon earth. 
With what horror do I look upon such an one! That 
he should swear who was taught to pray! ThBi he 
should violate the Sahhath, who was led up, from his in- 
fantine days, to the house of God! That he should des- 
pise religion, who has ever seen its beautiful form, in the 
example of a godly father, and a pious mother! That 
he should be a friend of profane and unclean persons, 
who from a child has been the companion of saints! 
Shocking spectacle ! But even where there may be no 
actual irreligion, there is oftentimes a want of true reli- 
gion: and this also, is distressing. What an aggrava- 
tion is it to the sin of being without piety, to have lived 
al)|^he earlier part of life, with an example of true god- 
liness before our eyes! This is a dreadful and actual 
resistance of the most alluring means which heaven 
ever employs for the conversion of a sinner. It is a 
resolute determination to neglect and forget religion, 
in spite of an interesting and powerful memorial of it 
constantly before our eyes. What a meeting will such 
children have with their parents at the last day ! 

7. The last duty I shall mention, is kixdness. 

This should extend through the whole of your deport- 
ment, but there are several cases in which it will have 
a more enlarged opportunity for displaying its beauty, 
and exerting its energy. 

When parents are greatly inferior in talents and ac^ 
quiremenfSy it is a fine occasion for the exercise of filial 
piety. We know instances in which the father and 
mother are lamentably deficient, not only in information, 
hut in judgment: their weakness is manifest to all, and 
cannot be concealed from their family ; by whom, indeed, 
the sad effects of their imbecility, are daily felt and de- 
plored. Here then is an opportunity for a display of 
noble and exalted kindness, on the part of children. 
Young people, if you are placed in such circumstan- 
ces, endeavor constantly to remember, that notwith- 
standing all their weakness, they are your parents still, 
and hold a parent's claim. Never, never taunt them 
with their defects, for this is cruelty in the extreme ; but 
on the contrary, strive to the uttermost to prevent them 
from sufiering any painful conscioustvefea ot \,Wvt 'vc&tv- 

;2* 
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ority. Do not laugh at their mistakes, nor ever 6ufier 
yourselves so to expose or to correct them, as to wound 
their ^eeliugs. If they are obstinate, yield to them; if 
irritable, bear with them: and when they show their in- 
capacity for governing with wisdom, instead of snatch*^ 
ing the sceptre from their hands, insensibly assist them 
to wield it with greater propriety. It is a beautiful 
isight, to behold a fine, intelligent, strong minded son or 
daughter, straining every nerve, and employing every 
faculty, to endure and conceal the faults of such a pa- 
rent, and to throw an air of respectability over one, that 
has no respectability of his own. 

" There is often, especially in the middle classes of 
life, as great a difference of mental culture in the jjja- 
rents and the child, as if they had lived at the distance 
of many centuries. The wealth that has been acquire- 
ed by patient industry, or some fortunate adventure, 
may be employed in diffusing all the refinements of sci- 
ence and literature to the children of those to whom the 
very words, science and literature, are words of which 
they would scarcely be able, even with the help of a 
dictionary, to understand the meaning. In a rank of 
life still lower, there are not wanting many meritorious 
individuals, who, uninstructed themselves, labor inde- 
fatigably to obtain the means of liberal instruction for 
one, whose wisdom in after years, where he is to aston- 
ish the village, may gratify at once their ambition and 
love. It would indeed, be painful to think, that any one, 
whose superiority of knowledge has cost his parents so 
much fatigue, and so many privations of comforts, which, 
but for the expense of the means of his acquired supe- 
riorit}', they might have enjoyed, should turn cigainst 
them, in his own mind, the acquirements which were to 
them of so costly a purchase, despising them for thQ 
very ignorance which gave greater merit to their sacri- 
fice, and proud of a wisdom far less noble, when it can 
thus feel contempt, than the humble ignorance which it 
despises." 

Kindness will show itself in generous attention to rooa 
parents. In the revolutions of this world, and by the 
Ticissitudcs of human affairs, many children have left 
their parents behind them in the humble vale of povor- 
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ij; and seme have lost their filial piety in the ascent. 
Few more shocking scenes can be presented to a feeling 
mind, than a rich son or daughter ashamed of, and un- 
kind to, his poor father or mother. Such wretches de- 
serve the fate of the proud monarch of Babylon, and 
would have no more than their desert if they were driv- 
en from the company of men to herd with beasts, to 
which they are more allied in disposition than to human 
beings. How beautiful a scene, the very opposite of 
that which I have just considered, was exhibited in the 
palace of Pharaoh, when Joseph, then the prime minis- 
ter of the state, led in a poor old shepherd to the pres- 
ence of the king, and before all the lords of the Egyp- 
tian court, introduced the decrepid and care worn pil- 
grim as his father. Who, after looking at this, will ever 
be ashamed of a parent because he is clad in the garb of 
poverty. What a halo of glory did that one act draw 
roOnd the honored brow of Joseph: the lustre of the 
golden chain that hung from his neCk was dim compar- 
ed with the brightness of this action, and the chariot in 
which he rode with almost imperial pomp before the 
people, raised him not to so high an eminence, as that 
which he occupied, when he stood before the monarch 
with the patriarch of Canaan leaning on his arm. Nev- 
er be ashamed of your parents then, because of their 
poverty. 

Let your kindness operate in the way of affording them 
all things necessary for their comfort. The author of tho 
^Eneid has denominated his hero the pious ^neas, be- 
cause of the heroic manner in which he bore his decre- 
pid father from the flames of Troy. Two inhabitants 
of Sicily obtained a celebrity in ancient story for their 
kindness to their aged parents in carrying them upon 
their shoulders from an irruption of Mount Etna. 

We have another instance of modern times. Mr. 
Robert Tillotson went up to London on a visit to liis 
son, the.i Dean of Canterbury, and being in the dress 
of a plain countryman was insulted 'by one of the Dean's 
servants for inquiring if John Tillotson was at home. 
His person, however, beiug described to the Dean, ho 
immediately exclaimed, " it is my worthy father:" and 
running down to the door to receive him, ho fiell dowa 
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upon his knees, in the presence of his seryants, to ask 
his father's blessing. 

And how has the poet, the historian and the painter^ 
loved to exhibit that beautiful picture of filial piety, first 
given by Pliny, of a daughter, who, when her mother 
was condemned to be starved to death, obtained leave 
from the keeper t« visit the prison daily, and there nour- 
ished her parent from her own breast. A similar 
occurrence took place afterwards, in which a daughter 
nourished her father in the same manner; the action 
was considered so striking, that it obtained the honora- 
ble appellation of The Roman charity. The senate de- 
creed that the father should be restored to his child, 
and that on the spot where the prison stood, a temple 
should be erected to Filial Piety. 

There are however few instances of more touching 
kindness to parents, than that mentioned by Mr. Bruce 
in his Juvenile Anecdotes. 

" An officer, having remained some time at Kings- 
ton, in Surrey, for the purpose of raising recruits, re- 
ceived orders to join his regiment. On the evening be- 
fore his departure, a Young Man of the most engaging 
aspect made his appearance, and desired to be. en- 
listed into his company. His air at once indicated a 
well cultivated mind, and commanded respect. 

" He betrayed, however, evident marks of peturba- 
tion, and was greatly embarrassed; the officer asked 
the cause of it: ^ I tremble,' said he, * lest you should 
deny my request.' Whilst he was speaking, the tears 
rolled down his cheeks. * No,' answered the officer, * I 
accept your offer most heartily; but why should you 
imagine a refusal ?' * Because the bounty which I ex- 
pect may perhaps be too high.' * How much then do 
you demand ?' said the officer. < It is no unworthy mo* 
tive, but an urgent claim that compels me to ask ten 
guinea?; and I shall be the most miserable of mankind 
if you refuse me.' * Ten guineas!' said the officer, 
* that indeed is very high; but I am pleased with you; 
1 trust to your honor for the discharge of your duty, and 
will strike the bargain at once. Here are ten guineas; 
to-morrow we depart.' 
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" The yonng man, overwhelmed with joy, begged 
penxussion to return home, to perform a sacred duty, 
and promised to be back within an hour. The officer^ 
impressed by the honesty of his countenance, yielded 
to his desire; but observing something misteriouain his 
manner, he was induced, by curiosity, to follow him at 
some dM^ance. He saw him hastening towards the 
town prison, where he knocked and was admitted. The 
officer quickened his pace : and when he came to the 
door of the prison, he overheard the young man say to 
the jailor: ^ Here is the money for which my father is 
imprisoned; I put it into your hands, and I request you 
will conduct me to him immediately that I may release 
turn from his misery.' The jailor did as he requested. 

" The officer delayed a few minutes, that the young 
man might have an opportunity of being alone with his 
father; he then followed him. What a scene ! he saw 
the son in the arms of a venerable and aged father, who, 
without uttering a word, pressed him to his heart, and 
bedewed him with tears. A few minutes passed before 
fae observed the officer, who, deeply affected, approach- 
ed them, and said to the old man, — ^ Compose yourself ; 
I will not deprive you of so worthy a son. Permit me 
to restore him to you, that I may not regret the m<mey 
which he has employed in so virtuous a manner.' 

" The father and son fell upon their knees at his feet. 
The young man refused, at first, to accept of his prof- 
fered freedom; but the worthy of&eer insisted that he 
should remain with his father. He accompanied them 
both from the prison, and took his leave with the pleas- 
ing reflection of having contributed to the happi&ess of 
a worthy son and an unfortunate father." 

What mind is not enamored, what heart is not affect- 
ed, by such touching instances of filial kindness? And 
what child is not ready to exclaim, ^^ O my father and 
mother, I will share with you my last crust, and feel at 
once, both honored and happy, to return upon you in 
your old age, the kindness you bestowed upon me in my 
youth, childhood and infancy." 

Kindness will manifest itself by effeciionaie Meniion 
and tender sympathy y in their sichiess, I do not know 
where in all our world, to find a lovUer, holier^ sweeter 
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scene, than that of a pious and affectionate daughter , 
deyoting her time, and strength, and inventive assidui- 
ties to the comfort of a mother or a father, confined for 
years to the room and the hed of sickness. Such chil- 
dren I have known, and ineffably admired; who at an 
age when there is usually a taste and capacity for the 
pleasures of society, have abstracted themselves from 
all company, to be the constant, and almost sole com- 
panion of that dear sufferer, to alleviate whose sorrows 
was their only happiness. Scarcely have they permit- 
ted themselves to walk abroad and enjoy the scenes of 
nature, even to recruit their wasting strengtk and pre- 
pare for fresh activities in the sick chamber, lest in their 
absence a pang should be felt which none could so well 
mitigate as they, or a want endured which they could 
best supply. I knew one such, who, had a siok father 
lived much longer, would have preceded him to the 
grave, aud died a martyr to filial piety. Nothing could 
ever tempt her away from his side by day, and not of- 
ten did a night pass without her stealing quietly to his 
chamber door, at which, unconscious of the frost which 
was assailing her delicate frame, she stood listening to 
ascertain if all was still, not daring to enter, lest she 
should disturb that slumber which perhaps he was en- 
joying. I remember in another case, visiting a cottage, 
in which a sick man lay dying, who had been long ill; 
his wife was ministering to his comfort, and in one cor- 
ner of the room, there was a girl of twelve years of age 
busily employed at her needle. On my asking how 
they were supported in their affliction, the mother repli- 
ed, " principally, sir, by that child's work; she is up 
every morning at four o'clock, and is diligently employed 
till late at night; she cheerfully bears all this labor, and 
gives its produce to sustain us." Young people, read 
and ponder these interesting details, and imitate these 
beautiful examples. Put forth all your tenderness, 
shrink from no self-denial, endure, not only without 
murmuring, but with cheerfulness, any sacrifices to com- 
fort a sick parent. Aspire to the character of being a 
ministering angel to a father or mother. Let them see 
that you account it no hardship, but a felicity to wail 
vpoD them. It is in your power to alleviate or aggra- 
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rate to an inconceivablt degree their sufferings, accord- 
ing as you are kind or unkind. Covet the testimony 
which many a one has received, when the sufferer has 
said with tears in her eyes, ^^ that dear child is my com- 
panion, my friend, my nurse, and all my earthly delight." 
O what is the concord of sweet sounds at the concert, 
what the gay and gUttering attractions of the ball room, 
what the dazzling scenes of the theatre, or to come to 
more lawful enjoyments, what the exhilaration of the 
public meeting, compared with the consciousness of 
having smoothed the bed of sickness, and alleviated 
the sufferings of disease, for an afflicted parent. If the 
conscience of any that shall read these pages shall re- 
proach them for neglect; if thcjNcnow that they have 
heard their parents mildly reprove them for their want of 
sympathy, let them consider what must be the anguish 
of those parents' hearts, who have to say in the bitter^ 
hess of their soul, to their own children, ^^ It is nothing 
to you, all ye that pass by, come see if there was ever 
sorrow iike unto my sorrow," and who, disappointed 
in the hope of tenderness from their own offspring, turn 
for help to their neighbors; and taking up the piteous 
complaint of Job, say, " Pity me, pity me, O my friendsy 
fi)r the hand of God hath touched me." Unfeeling 
jTouth, your neglect will one day find you out, and at 
some future time may be, perhaps, returned upon you, 
by the cruel conduct of your own children. 

Kindness will often be put to a severe test, by the had 
temper or the stem afid tyrannical government of parents. 
It is difficult, I know, to be kind to those who are un- 
kind to us: but it is our duty in all cases, much more to 
a parent. Nothing must allow you to be otherwise than 
the dutiful, affectionate child. No ebullitions of paa^ 
sion, no manifestation of unreasonable discontent, no 
caprice, no unmerited reproach on their part^ shoald 
throw you off your guard. It may be sometimes necea^ 
sary to remonstrate, but never can be proper to return 
railing for railing. Kindness may do more, in suchi 
eircumstances, to soften and remove tho evil, than 
angry resistance >— ^^ A soft answer turneth awaf 
wrath." 
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*^ Lovely as virtue k,'^ sajs Xhr. Brown, ^^ in all itiP 
ibmn^ ther* is no form in which it is more lovely, than 
in this tender rainiatrj of offices of kindness; where 
the kindness, perhaps, is scarcely felt, or considervd 
less as kindness, than as the dutj which might hav» 
been fairly demandecb, and which there is no mevit, there* 
fore, in having paid. Though we have often the gratP' 
ficaftion of seeing, in the progress of life, many beauti^ 
ful exasaples of age, that is not more venerable for its 
past virtues, than amiable, with a lasting and still inr 
oreasing gentleness, which softens the veneraticn ini' 
deed, but augments it ev-en while it softens it, it is mot 
ahray^ that the last years of life poresent to us this de* 
ligbtfu) aspect; and when the temper is, in these last 
years, unfovtimately clouded, — when there is ne snaile 
of kindness in the faded eye, that grows bright again 
iop moments, only when there is fretfulness in the heart, 
— ^when the voice that is feeble, only in the utterance of 
gvateful regard, is still sometimes loud with tones of a 
very different expression, — ^the kindness, which, in its 
unjpemitting attention, never shows by a word or look, 
the sadness that is felt on these undeserved reproaches, 
and that regards theair only as proofs of a weakness ^at 
requires still more to lie comfotitd, is a kindness which 
virtue alone can inspire and animate, but which, in the 
bosemthat is capable of it, virtue must already have 
well rewarded. HoW delightful is the spectacle, wheii 
amid all the temptations of youth and beauty, we wit- 
ness some gentle heart, that gives to the couch of the 
feeble, and perhaps, of the thankless and repining, those 
houvs which others find too short for the suocessive gai- 
eties with which ah evening can be filled, and that pre«* 
fere to the smile of universal admiration, the single 
smile of enjoyment, which, after many vain efibrts, h»B 
at last been kindled on one solitar}> cheek 1" 

Another ciroumstanoe remains to. be mentioned^ 
which will render it extremely difficult, sometimes, to 
be at once obedient to Qod, and to your parents ;: difl&- 
oult to manifest ail the kindness which thc^y may expect, 
end at tiie same time, to regard the dictates of con- 
science; I mean, where the children are pious, and the 
pweats are still in an tinconverted state. This is no vj^- 
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e<)mmon case, and alvraya a trying one wherever it oc- 
curs. Those who are placed in such a situation, need 
much wisdom and much grace to conduct themselves 
with propriety, so as to give no unnecessary pain to 
their parents, and yet at the same time, to maintain their 
consistency as christians, To - young persons in such 
circumstances, I say, let there he deep and unaffected 
humility, no spiritual pride, no apparent consciousness 
of moral superiority, no saying, ^^ stand by, I am holier 
than thou;" nothing approaching in the most distant 
manner to contempt of your parents, on account of their 
state. When it is necessary, at it sometimes may be, 
to oppose their wishes, and refuse their requests, be- 
cause tliey interfere with your duty to God, let your dis- 
sent not assume the. shape of disobedience to them, let 
it be expressed in a mild and respectful manner, and be 
made obviously to appear to be the result of conscien- 
tious motives, and not of caprice, or any want of right 
feeling towards them. In all other things, in which re- 
ligion is not concerned, let there be additional efibrt 
and ingenuity to please them, so that they may have 
nothing against you, but as touching the law of your 
God. It may be sometimes necessary for you to expresM 
.the solicitude which you ought always to feel for their 
spiritual welfare; you must then be careful to avoid the 
appearance of dictation, lecturing, and reproach, and 
address yourselves to them in a humble and prudent 
manner. You should put suitable books in their way^ 
and if they are not in the habit of hearing the gospel 
preached, you may. invite them to hear the joyful sound. 
.\Vith all this, you must take especial pains, that your 
own religion may be consistent and practical; visible in 
all your conduct, and more particularly conspicuous, in 
the kind, and tender, and dutiful manner, in which you 
discharge your obligations to them. 

Such is a compendium of filial duties. Let children 
read them, study them, sincerely desire to perform them, 
and pray to Almighty God for the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus, to assist them in discharging their obligations. 

Many and cogent motives may be brought forward 
to enforce the performance of these duties. 

13 
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Observe the manner in which ih^y are enjoitted in scrips 
iure. Perhaps there are few branches of moral obHga- 
tion, more frequently alluded to, or moro variously ea* 
joined, than that of filial piety. The liTes of the pa- 
triarchs irom the beeinning of the world, are so drawu 
up, as to exhibit and recommend this virtue. It is com- 
manded in one of the precepts of the moral law. By 
Mosaic law, stubborn disobedience to parental aathor- 
ity, was punished with death. The hook of Proverbi» 
contains almost innumerable apothegms on this subjects 
The prophets very frequently allude to it ; and Jeremi- 
ah, in the history of the Rechabites, has preserved a 
very extraordinary instance of hereditary filial obedi- 
ence, perpetuated through a period, which in the time of 
that prophet, had lasted three centuries, and which was 
rewarded by the following testimony and promise of the 
lord: — " Thussaith Jehovah of Hosts, the God of Is- 
rael; because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jo- 
nadab, your father, and kept all his precepts, and dono 
according to all that he hath commanded you: there- 
fore, thus saith Johovah of Hosts, the God of Israel; 
Jonadah, the son of Rechab, shall not want a man to 
stand before me for ever." If we come forward to tho 
New Testament, we find it again and again brought in- 
to view. We see it embodied and enforced in thq ex- 
ample of Christ, of whom it is said, Jesus went down 
and was subject unto his parents. Yes, in the match- 
less constellation of petfect moral excellencies that 
formed his character, and are presented for our admira- 
tion and imitation, one bright and beauteous star is filial 
piety. Fix, young people, your eye upon tbat star, so 
mildly beaming, and so radiantly shining, as an exafn- 
ple for you. That wonderful personage, God MANirisx 
IN THE FLESH, was subjcct, WO have reason to believe, 
to his parents, till at the age of thirty, he entered upon 
his public ministry; and those parents, be it remember- 
ed, were a poor but pious couple, who earhed their dai- 
ly bread by the sweat of their brow. With th^m ho 
dwelt in their humble abode, and labored' in all proba- 
bility, for their support. And even amidst the agonies 
of the cross, neither hts own personal sufierings, hor tho 
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sublime and glorious scenes connected with the redemp* 
tion of a worlds abstracted his thoughts and solicitude 
from the mother of his human nature; and even then 
did filial piety shine forth, a bright speck still visible up- 
on the orb of glory, which was rising upon the world. 
The apostles enforced it by various commendations. 
*' Children, obey your parents," says Paul in one place, 
^^ for it is right ;^^ a thing not obligatory merely because 
it is commanded, but commanded because it is right; 
not a mere positive institute, but wholly moral;. a duty 
enjoined not only by revelation, but by reason; one of 
the first lessons taught by nature to a rational creature. 
So right and proper is it, that all nations, ancient and 
modem, civilized and savage, admit its obligations. la 
another place, it. is declared to be ^' well pleasing unto 
the Lord." It is that in which he delights, because it 
is the very disposition towards himself which he re- 
quires. And then, in his catalogues of dark deeds, and 
horrid dispositions, and atrocious characters, the apos- 
tle places disobedience to parents. The loud, strong 
voice of revelation is lifted to proclaim over the surface 
of the globe, " Children obey your parents, and honor 
your father and mother; for this is well pleasing to tfie 
Lordf'* while the voice of nature echoes back the com- 
mand, " Children obey your parents,ybr this is righJtJ*^ 

A child of any degree of generosity will be influ- 
enced to obey his parents, by a consuleration of tluir 
comfort. 

The earthly happiness of a father and a mother, de- 
ponds far more upon the conduct of their children, than 
upon any thing else. Their trade may prosper, their 
wealth accumulate; they may dwell amidst every kind 
of luxury and splendor, m the most beautiful spot which 
creation can present, yet an undutiful child may, by his 
disobedience and unkindness, throw a dark and chilling 
shadow over all, and envelope every thing in gloom. On 
the other hand, affectionate and obedient children sup- 
ply the lack of riches, soflen the weight of care, sweet- 
en the cup of affliction, and shed a pleasing light over 
what would be otherwise a dark and dreary scene of 
human wo. Children have their parents' ha^^iae^^ va. 
their keeping. ^They stand at the fouti\,i\v\% o^ Q>\t ^^xS^cw- 
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\j destiny, and send into our dwelling the wtiters of bit- 
terness or of sweetness, as their conduct towards us 
•hall be dutiful or unkind. They cannot know, till ex- 
perience shall teach them, the trembling and exquisite 
sensitiveness of our hearts, and how sught a puncture 
draws the life's blood of our peace. So true is it, as 
was said by the wise man, that ^^ a foolish son is the 
heaviness of his mother," aye, and of his father too; 
lie is a spot on their character; ablaut upon their hopes: 
a nuisance to their family; and a thorn in their hearts. 

Nearly connected with this, as another motive^ is 
gratitude. No child can know, till he becomes a parent 
himself, what he owes to fUs parents; and not then till 
he has added all the cares, and toils, and anueties 
which are excited by the child, the boy, the. youth, the 
man, in addition to those which are awakened by th» 
ir^ant of days. Parental solicitude, is of course produ- 
ced by the first sight of the child; but the infancy of 
the babe, is but the infancy of our solicitude, which 
grows with his growth, and strengthens with his strength. 
Children are ever contracting obligations from the first 
moment of their existence. What owes not the babe to 
his mother, for that watchfulness, and labor, and anxie- 
ty, which scarcely rest by day or sleep by night. Other 
animals, though nourished by their parents, are taught 
many things by instinct; but man, the most helpless of 
all creatures, must learn every thing from his parents^ 
in the first stage of his existence. Let any one calcu- 
late, if he can, the hours of labor, sleeplessness, and 
anxiety; the tears, the tremblings, the alarms which 
one weakly infant costs a mother, before he leaves her 
arms, and stands erect upon his feet in his own strength. 
My young friends, had your mother remitted her care 
for one single hour, or ceased but for a short season, 
her vigilant inspection, you might have been consumed 
in your cradle, or have been now a cripple or an ideot. 
How many months rolled by, before you could wash 
away a speck of defilement from your frame, help your- 
self to medicine, or to food, express in articulate lan- 
guage a single want, put on a garment, or defend your- 
self against an enemy so feeble as a wasp« What then 
are four obligations to the womaxv \srl\o did all this for 
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^ou, and delighted to do it? I cannot follow you 
hrough the successive stages of jour existence, at each 
»f which you were accumulating fresh obligations to 
K)th father and mother, for education, with all its advan- 
ages; for instruction in trade, and that capacity you 
low possess for attaining to respectability in life; but 
ibove all for that ceaseless, and manifest, and earnest 
;olicitude for your eternal happiness, by which you have 
lad the road to glory, honor, and immortality opened to 
'^our view, and have been admonished to walk in it! O, 
um up, if you can, your obligations to your parents; 
>ut you cannot. And can you resist this motive to obe- 
lience ? What, has gratitude perished in your soul, till 
ts very root has died in the soil of your depraved na- 
ure? Yes; it must be so, if you are unkind to your 
►arcnts: you stand proved before the universe, to have 
lothing of a child, but the name and the mere fleshy re- 
ation, which you possess in common with the tiger, or 
he serpent, or the toad, but you have not the feelings of 
L child ; you are a kind of monstrous production, out of 
he course of nature, and like all such productions, fill 
he mind with loathing and horrcr. Few there are, I 
lOpe, that will read these pages, to whom such an ex- 
postulation is applicable; on the contrary, many, I be- 
ieve, will experience as they proceed, the generous 
(motions of gratitude swelling higher and higher in their 
»08om, till, with a burst of virtuous feeling, they ex- 
:laim, " Accept, my parents, of the surrender, which a 
ense of my obligation to you compels me to make, of 
ny whole future life, to the promotion of your comfort." 

Interest pleads with children for their dutiful behavior 
o their parents. 

An undutiful child cannot be a happy one. Peace 
nust leave the breast with filial piety, whenever it de- 
►arts; and uneasiness and misery, and occasional shame 
tnd remorse, enter to dwell in the wretched bosom; 
rhilc the affectionate and dutiful child has a perpetual 
east within. And mark the language of the apostle: 
' Honor thy father and mother; tohich ta the Jirat com" 
uindment with promise ; thai U may be well with thee, and 
fiai thou may est live long on the earthy This is an allu- 
ion, it is tirue, to the temporal prouxva^^ oC iV^a ^>as^ 

13* 
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Covenant, and perhaps to the law wbicli doomed the 
disobedient son to be judicially cut off from the people. 
But still, as repeated by a •/Vew Testament writer, it 
must, to a certain extent, be in force still. Dr. Dwigiit 
has the following remarks on this passage which deserve 
consideration. ^' In conversing with the plain people 
of this country, distinguished for their good sense, and 
careful observation of facts, I have found them, to a 
great extent, firmly persuaded of the verification of this 
promise in our own times; and ready to produce a vari- 
ety of proofs from cases, in which they have seen the 
blessing realized. Their opinion is mine, and with their 
experience my own has coincided. 

^' Indeed no small measure of prosperity seems or- 
dinarily inienooven with a course of filial piety. Tho 
comfort which it insures to parents, the harmony which 
it produces in the family, the peace which it yields in 
the conscience, are all essential ingredients of happi- 
ness. To these it adds the approbation of every behold- 
er, the possession of a fair and lasting reputation, the 
confidence and good will of every worthy man, and of 
consequence an opportunity of easily gaining those 
useful employments which good men have to give. Be- 
yond this it naturally associates itself with temperance, 
modenition, and sobriety, which furnish a solid founda- 
tion for health and long life. In my own apprehension, 
h )\i ever, these are not all its blessings. I do not say 
that miracles are wrought for its reward. iV either will 
I say that purer gales breathe to preserve its health; 
nor that softer suns arise, or more timely rains descend 
t ) mature its harvests; nor that more propitious winds 
blow, to waft its ships home in safety. But I will say, 
that on the tide of Providence multiplied blessings are 
borne into its possession, at seasons when they are un- 
expected, in ways unforeseen, and by means unprovided 
by its own forecast, which are often of high inportance; 
which, .altogether, constitute a rich proportion of pros- 
perity; and which, usually, are not found by persons of 
tiie contrary character. At the same time, those who 
act well as children, almost of course, act well as men 
and women; and thus have taken, without design, tho 
•cion of happiness from the parental stock, and grailed 
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it upon other stems, which bear fruit abundantly to 
themselves. Here, in the language of Dr. W^tts, 

** It reyives, and beain, 

•^Atraiu of blesMugs for their heirs." 

If motives SO forcible and tender as these, have no 
effect, nothing is left me to do, but to remind the chil- 
dren of disobedience, of that day of judgment, which 
God hath appointed to judge the world in righteousness, 
by Jesus Christ, and to give to every one according to 
the things done in the body whether they are good or 
bad. '^ In that most awful season, when the wicked 
shall Hce the judge sit above theniy angry and severe, in- 
exorable and terrible; under them an intolerable hell; 
within tlieniy their consciences clamorous and diseased ; 
u*ithout thcMy vlW the world on fire; on the righi hnnd^ 
those men glorified, whom they persecuted and despis- 
ed; on the left haml the devils accusing;'' then shall it 
be found that the severest sentence of the Almighty, 
and the bitterest dregs of the vials of his wrath, will bo 
poured out on the disobedient and ungodly cliild of thoso 
parents who trained him up iu the nurture of the Lord, 



CHAPTER VI. 

THB DUTIBS OP MASTBM. 



* Tc muten, do the same things unto them, forbearing thre%leniBg ; kaowing that 
y««r BMiter abo ii in bearen : ueither u there respect of persons with hiM.* 

' "^ Ephti, tL 9. . 

* Masters give unto your senrants, that which is just and equal." Co/, it. 1. 

^ A party of friends setting out together upon a journey, soon find it to be bert fat aU 
tides, tnat while they are upon the road, one of the company should watt upon the rest, 
another ride forward to seek out lodging and entertainment; athhrd carry tse pottnan- 
teau ; a fourth take charge of the horses } a fifth bear the purse, conduct and wrect the 
route; not forgetting, howerer, that as they were etjual and independent when they set 
out, so they are all to return to a lerel again at their journey's end. The same regwd 
and respect; the same forbearance, lenity and reserve, in usme their service ; the same 
mildness in delivering commands ; the same study to make their journey ccnafortable 
and pleasant, which he whose lot it was to direct tne rest would in common decency 
think himself bound to observe towards them, oueht we show towards those, who, in the 
ca^uug of the parts of human society, happen to be placed within our power, or to de- 
pend upon us.** PALEY. 

** The'e are duties which we owe to the lowest of those who serve us, that are not fuU 
fillc*! by the most bountiful allotment of wages, and lodging, and sustenance. Of these 
ilutinM, which are not duties of superogation, hut flow from the very nature of the bond 
which connects the master and the servant by reciprocal benefits, the surest rule is to be 
found in that brief direction which Seneca, m the spirit of the noble christian precept of 
morah, has so happily given us in one of his epistles, in which he treats of the cruelty 
and contumely of Roman masters.—^ So live with your inferior, as you would vmh your 
•uperior to live with you » » Dr. THOMAS BROWN. 

** It has been justly remarked, that all authority over others, is in fact, a taJent with 
which we are entrusted for their bene&, as weU as our own ; and so the discharge of 
our duty to them is oqly, in other words, securing our own interest as well as tneirsa 
This, however, is especially manifest in the case of servants, dwelling under our roof, ai 
members of the same famify. Thereby how much our care over the souls of our ser- 
vants contributes to their knowledge of God and themselves, so far have we secured their 
conscientious regard to our interests, and furnished them with principles, which will not 
•nJy augment the stock of domestic happiness, but certainly contribute towards the di< 
vine favor resting on our dwelling, as well as on all we possess. Thus, then, it the fear 
of iiod in master and servant, foiind to be at once the only foundation of relative duty, 
and the only effectual security for the discharge of it.** ANDERSON. 

** The highest panegyrick that private virtue can receive, is the praise of aerranti: for 
chcy see a man without any restraint or rule of conduct, but such as be voluntarily pre- 
4M:ribes to himself. And however vanity or insolence may look down with contempt on 
the suffrage of men undignified by wealth, and unenlightened by education, it very 
seldom happens that they commend or blame without justice. 

^ The danger of betray iug our weakness to our servants, and the Impossibility of eon* 
cealing it from them, may be Justly considered as one motive to a reeolar and irre* 

E reachable life. For no condition u more hurtful and despicable, than nu, who has put 
imseUf in the power of him, whom, perhaps, he has first corrupted, by making hia 
subservient to bis vices, and whose fidehty he therefore cannot enforce by a^y precepts 
•f honesty or reason. From that fatal hour when he sacrificed his dignity to nis pas« 
0i0iUf bf: u ia pcrpetoil dread of insolence oc defamation^ of a controller at hom^ «r 
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Op all the domestic connexions, that between master 
^nd servant, is perhaps least understood, or at any rate, 
most neglected. In the two. preceding cases, nature, 
imperfect and corrupt as she is, has come in with her 
aid: but this is a connexion, affecting yery extensively 
the vital interest of the family, but which is lefl by God 
to conscience and scripture alone. Should these two be 
neglected, what wonder, if the duty on either side is not 
fuliilled. It is not a connexion founded in mutual love, 
like that of man and wife ; nor in consanguinity, like 
that of parent and child, or brother and sister; but in 
mere convenience. It seems at first sight, a destruc* 
tion of the natural equality of the human race, and an 
invasion by one party, of the rights oi the other. It 
did not exist originally, but soon grew out of the natu- 
ral course of things^ such as th^ varied degrees of men^a 
acquired property; the love of ease on the one hand, 
and the urgency of necessity on the other. It was wealth 
or power that made the first master, and want or weak- 
ness that made the first servi^it; and the very same cir- 
cumstances which originated the relation preserves it. 
No one is a servant by choice, but of necessity, and be« 
comes a master as soon as he can. All this shews 
that there is great propriety and importance in stating 
with clearness, and enjoying with frequency the duties 
of this connexion; and that there needs great impiutial- 
ity in adjusting the claims of both parties so as to pre- 
vent the master from becoming a tyrant, and the ser- 
vant from becoming a rebel ; in other words to guard 
the master against the disobedience and dishonesty of 
the servant, and the servant against the oppression and 
cruelty of the master. 

To the right performance of the Duties of Masters 
and Mistresses, the following qualifications are neces- 
sary. 

1 . A correct view of the nature and design of the 
family compact as intended to train up all the members 
that compose it, to be good members of the civil com- 
munity, and of the church of Christ. They must keep 
in constant recollection, that the domestic constitution 
has a reference to religion, to heaven and to eternity; 
and that they who are appointed to be the heoA q>C >1^ 
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are accouDtable to GSod for the manner in which thej 
gire it this direction. Every household is intended to 
be a seminary for virtue and piety, of which the mas- 
ter and mistress are the teachers; the servants and chil- 
dren the pupils. 

2. They should be partakers of true religion. 

Hence you are directed to consider, that they have a 
master in heaven, and to perform their duties with a be- 
lieving and constant reference to their accountability to 
Christ. Without personal religion, they cannot of 
course seek on behalf of their servants the highest end 
of the domestic constitution, i. e. their spintual and 
eternal welfare. Nor can they, without religion, be so 
well prepared to discharge even the ordinary duties of 
their station. True religion will not fail, wherever it 
exists in full vigor and operation, to teach a man, in re- 
ference to every thing, the best rules and ends, and mea- 
sures of action: and especially will the grace of God, 
in this case, prevent that pride, passion, cruelty and 
unkindness, which make a man a bad master; and at the 
same time it will implant those virtues which are the 
germs of a master's greatest excellence. Religion is 
the strongest basis and the firmest support of authority; 
it not only renders all the commandments which are de- 
livered, holy, and just, and good; not only infuses wis- 
dom and equity into all the Taws which are enjoined, but 
invests the lawgiver himself with the beauty of good- 
ness, and the awful power of sanctity. A peculiar awe 
and dread seem to have been upon the inferior crea- 
tures, for man in his innocence, as a kind of reverence 
for the divine image which man bore ; and the more ho- 
liness there is in a man's character now, the more pow- 
er is there in his authority, and the more nearly does 
he come back to his original dominion, at least over the 
rational creation. If we would govern well, and easi- 
ly, and pleasantly, we must inspire reverence rather 
than lear, and nothing does this like religion. ^^ Them 
that honor me, saith God, 1 will honor:" this is never 
more remarkably exemplified, than in the case of emi- 
nently holy masters and mistresses. 

9. They should entertaii correct notions of the oa^ 
tare and design of the relatiou they «l«3[vd lu to their ser-. 
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rants, who are to be coaeidered as their equals in na- 
ture, though their in inferiors in rank; and not as be- 
ings of another and inferior race. 

Servants are not mere speaking brutes, but rational 
men and women, who are bone of your bone, and flesh 
of your liesh, and who on the ground of natural equali- 
ty, covenant with you to deliver to you so much service, 
for so much wages. They are your equals in the eye 
of the laws of the land, and are as much protected as 
jou are: equal in the eye of God, who is no respecter 
of persons; equal in personal formation, having the same 
corporeal senses, members and beauty, and the same 
mental faculties; equal in the church of God, being re- 
deemed by the same blood of atonement, regenerated 
by the same Holy Spirit, and entitled to the same hea- 
ven; and on all these grounds entitled to the respect 
that is due to a man and a christian ; as such they are to 
be addressed and treated; and not spoken to and Op- 
pressed like beasts. 

I now lay down one or tM'o preliminary remarks. 

1 ., Professing christians should be very careful in the 
selection of their servants. 

It is desirable, where it can be done, to engage such 
servants as are truly and consistently pious. I know 
that this cannot always be accomplished, in reference 
to the household, much less in the manufactory and the 
shop. In a business that depends upon the skill of tho 
workmen, a master must have such as will suit his pur- 

S>se, whether they possess moral qualifications or not. 
ut when he cannot get good men, he. should endeavor 
16 reform, to the extent of his ability, such as are bad. 
It must be admitted that there are many, both men and 
women, who as to their general qualificatioiis, are most 
excellent servants, who yet "do not .possess true piety: 
they are iQdustridus, good tempered, honest, and clean- 
ly, and contribiite far more to the comfort of the families 
that em)ploy them, than some conceited, cross, and indo- 
lent professors of religion. Nx^twithstanding this, it is 
every way desirable to obtain, if we can, those to serve 
us, who, we have every reason to believe, serve the Lord 
Christ. 
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Other things being equal, pious servants are much to 
be preferred to those that are without the fear of God. 
They may bring the blessing of Grod with them into your 
house. You have the benefit of t^eir example and of 
their prayets : in the time of sickness, you have the 
consolation of their remarks as well as their sympathy: 
and hence they have been, in many cases, sources of in- 
conceivable comfort to the households, in which they 
have been placed. If you have a family, how immense- 
ly important is this matter. Think of what incalculable 
mischief one unprincipled servant may be the author, 
in a circle of young children. On this account, if a 
person of decided piety cannot be found, at least deter- 
mine that none, but such as are strictly moral, shall be 
inmates of your habitation. David determined that no 
liar should dwell in his family. The utmost caution 
should be exercised, to keep from the nursery all im- 
proper persons. Nor ought any mother io trust her 
children too much to any servants, however excellent: 
and on admitting them, she should very minutely in- 
struct them in all those points of conduct towards their 
minds, as well as to their bodies, which they are to avoid 
as well as those which they are to observe. I would 
sooner take a toad into my bosom, said an old author, 
than a wicked servant into my family. Well might he 
say this for the poor reptile is belied in being said to be 
armed with poison, but the wicked servant has poison 
for the mind both of her fellow servants and the chil- 
dren. Christian parents are not perhaps sufficiently cau- 
tious on this head. They are not sufficiently impressed 
with the importance of the subject, till they learn it by 
the various kinds of mischief that have been done. The 
present age has peculiar advantages on this poini^ inas- 
much as by the extension of education, many young 
women, of considerable respectability, are trained for 
the important situation of nursery governesses^ 

2. When you engage a servant, let there he a very 
explicit statement, ofwl.at each party expects from the 
other. 

The master or mistress should most fully explain to 

the servant, all that will be demanded in the way of 

service f and all that wffl \>e \gjiv%iiVii^%''w^'^ ^^ ^OL^es 
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and of privilege, both temporal and spirituaL Noth- 
ing should be concealed or omitted, to be brought for- 
ward at some future time : this is in the highest degree 
dishonorable, and subjects the encroaching party to the 
justest reproach. It would be well for you to inform 
your servants, in a very minute and particular manner, 
all the religious habits of your family, and what compli- 
ance with these you will expect from them. 

The duties of Masters and mistresses may be classed 
under three heads. 

First, You owe them a duty of justice. 

This demands, that you should give them a fair remufw- 
rationfor their labor. The amount should not only be 
enough to support them in mere existence, but in com- 
fort. It is an utter disgrace to any man, much more t« 
a professing christian, to abate and screw down those 
whom he employs, till they cannot earn enough for their 
decent clothing, and the nourishment of their strength^ 
Is not this to grind the faces of the poor? But, as in 
trade, there are certain rates of wages, from which it 
may be difficult for a master, however pious or humane, 
to vary, I shall merely remark, that such men ought ne- 
ver to be forward in lowering the price of labor, beyond 
what is actually necessary to keep possession of the mar- 
ket. As to household servants, to whom this chapter 
more especially applies, it is very dishonorable to a mis- 
11*668 to niggle about a few shillings, with a poor depend- 
ant creature, whom she is scarcely willing should earn 
enough to procure herself reputable apparel. I do not 
wish servants to be encouraged in dress, and in expen- 
sive habits : there is too great a propensity to this in 
many young women, which ought to be checked ; and : 
if it can be done by no other means, by a reduction of • 
wages. But enough ought to be afforded in all cases, 
for suitable attire, and for a little surplus fund, which 
they should be encouraged to make against a time of 
destitution and helplessness. If we do not furnish them 
by a sufficiency of wages, with the means of honestly 
supplying their wants, are we not tempting them to mak« 
up the deficiency by dishonesty ? And, of course^ 
their wages should be regularly paid. It is diare^gJtar 
bleto belong in debt to any onc^but^iUeTV^ %^«3i^^^^a!^> 

14 
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when such creditors are unpaid servants, who ask, with- 
out success, for what has been due to them for months* 
I wonder the pride, if not the principle, of some people, 
does not prevent them from putting on new finery, while 
the servants in the kitchen are saying, ^^That bonnet 
and gown are mine, for I am owed the money which paid 
for them, if, indeed, they be paid for.'' 

Justice demonds that you should pay your servants 
for all the work they do ; and that every thing, which in 
respect of time or labor, is above the stipulated- or usual 
quantity of service rendered for a given sum, should bo 
most equitably paid for. There are some persons who are 
proverbially mean, for exacting, not only what i's actual- 
ly due to them for the wages they pay, but for getting, 
if possible, a little extra service, without paying for it : 
this remark applies, of course, to the case of day work. 
If a woman be hired to work in the parlor, or the kitch- 
en^ or a man be engaged for the garden, such persons 
will generally detain them if they can, an hour or two 
beyond the usual time, on pretence, perhaps, of finishing 
up the matter, or getting ready something of importance. 
This would be all very fair, if they paid an extra sum for 
the extra work ; but no : they want the additional hour 
or two to be thrown in for nothing. But when the case 
is reversed, and the workman or woifian is obliged to go 
away an hour or two earlier than the usual time, they 
are then forward enough to make a deduction from the 
amount paid to them. This is not only detestably mean^ 
but actually dishonest : for it is taking the laboring per- 
son's work without paying for it. Many persons, and 
some of them professors of religion, have no conscience 
in this matter, and get a character for extortionate self^ 
ishness from all whom they employ. In our money 
transactions with those who serve us, we should always 
lean to the side of generosity, or at least, should pay to 
the uttermost farthing*, for ail the work which is . done 
lor us. 

Justice requires, that your domestic servants be well pro* 

itided for in M the necessaries and accommodations of life. 

Their food should be wholesome and sufhcient ; their 

lodging should be such as is convenient for them in res- 

peci to warmth and protection, and not such as a persoa 
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of eren tolerable humanity would scarcely allot to the 
dogs of his flock. If people cannot really afford to gire 
such wages as will procure decent attire, nor such food, 
both as to quantity and quality, as is necessary to keep 
up the strength of a servant, they ought not to have one, 
and should do the work themselves. I pity, from the 
very bottom of ray heart, some poor orphans, hired, 
perhaps, if not from the workhouse, yet from friends 
that are glad to get them oJ9* their hands at any price, 
who, although burdened with excessive labor, are not 
allowed moat and drink sufficient to support their 
strength, and nourish their stunted frame, and are in a 
condition, which, with the single exception of liberty, is 
more pitiable than that of many African slaves. Med- 
icine and surgical assistance, also, should be procured 
for our domestic servants at our cost, as long as they are 
in our employ. I do not like the practice of hurrying 
them off, except in the case of contagious diseases, to 
hospitals and dispensaries, and thus calling upon the 
public to provide for the relief of those, whose cases 
belong to us. Much less is it equitable to make them 
pay the expences of their own affliction. I have known 
servants, who were half beggared by doctors' bills, 
which ought to have been discharged by those, in whose 
service they contracted the ailaments which reduced 
them to suffering and poverty. 

Justice also equallv demands, in the case of appreik' 
HccSy that they should he well taught the business which they 
come to you to learn ; especially y whercy as in many cases y 
a high premium is paid for this very purpose. No roan 
can honestly retain such property, or indeed, such ap- 
prentice with whom it is given, if he do not even take 
pains to instruct him. If there be any secret in the 
trade, it must be thrown open to him, for he comes to 
you for that very purpose. Nor is it enough not to hin- 
der him from acquiring the business, but you must take 
pains to help him. I do think that this circumstance is 
very much forgotten by masters, not excepting those 
that make a profession of religion. Apprentices, I 
know, are taken with a primary view to the master's in- 
terest : but in return for the help which a servaat «£- 
fords towards the accompUshmenl ot lYiVa o\>\^<i\.^^TCkaiir^ 
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ter covenants to instruct him in the trade, and the man 
who employs an apprentice in any thing else than that 
which he came to learn, and suffers him, through his 
neglect, to remain ignorant of the trade, is guilty of a 
double act of robbery : he robs the parent of the youth 
of his property, and, at the same time, robs the youth 
himself of all his future means and opportunities of 
success. 

Justice demands, that when they leave your servicey yot^ 
should dismiss theniy as jar as you are abhy cotmstenlly 
viith truihy vnih a good character. Their character is 
their wealth ; and, if this be gone, their means of sub- 
sistence have all vanished, fio not disallow them the 
right of leaving you when they please, nor avenge your- 
selves upon them by insinuating any thing to their dis- 
advantage. On the contrary, do all you can to rais^ 
their reputation, and say all the good you c^ in their 
iavor. 

'^ There is a carelessness and facility in ^ giving char- 
acters,' as it is called," says Paley, " especially yrhen 
given in writing, or according to some established form, 
which, to speak plainly of it, is a cheat upon those who 
accept them. They are given with so little reserve and 
veracity, ^' that I should as soon depend, (says the au- 
thor of the Rambler,) upon an acquital at the Old Bai- 
ley by way of recommendation of a servant's honesty^ 
as upon one of these ^ characters.' It is sometimes 
carelessness ; and sometimes to get rid of a bad ser- 
vant, without the uneasiqess of a dispute ; for which 
nothing can be pleaded, but the most ungenerous of all 
excuses, that the person whom we deceive is a stranger. 

" There is a conduct the reverse of this, but more 
injurious, because the injury falls where there is no 
remedy ; I mean the obstructing of a servant*s advance- 
ment, because you are unwilling to spare his service. 
To stand in the way of your servant's interest, is a poor 
return for his fidelity, and affords slender encourage^ 
ment for good behavior, in this numerous, and therefore, 
important part of the coipmunity. It is a piece of injus- 
tice, which, if practised towards an equal, the law of 
honor wjuld lay hold of; as it is, it is neither uQCom« 
mon, Bor disreputable. 
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It is but common justice, alsu, to do something for the 
provision of servants that have worn themselves out tn your 
service. To leave such to penury and want in the win- 
try season of their old age, is an instance of great and 
disgraceful cruelty. How much have they contributed 
either to your wealth or to your comfort, and, perhaps, 
to both. By the Levitical law it was provided that the 
servant who had been six years in the employ of a mas- 
ter should be treated with great generosity. " He shall 
not," said the Lord, " be sent empty away ; but thoa 
shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, out of thy 
floor, and out of thy wine press ; and that wherewith 
the Lord thy God hath blessed thee, thou shalt give un- 
to him." (Deut. xv. 13, 14.) Now if six years' ser- 
vice, under the law, were considered to entitle a servant 
to such an acknowledgment, surely a whole life's labor, 
under the gospel dispensation, entitles them in their old 
age to no less. I asR this, not on the ground of kindr 
ness, but of justice ; for it partakes of oppression and 
extortion, to give them no more for their time and 
strength than they need for the passing moment, and 
theft to cast them upon the parish, when we can no lon- 
ger render them subservient to our interests. 

Secondly, Kindness comprehends another extensive 
class of duties owed by masters and mistresses to their 
servants. 

You must he careful not to overwork them. 

A merciful man will not overload his Beast. We have 
been oflen shocked to see iii our streets, or on the pub- 
lic road, how cruelly some weak, half-starved animals 
have been used, in being compelled to drag along bur-< 
thens much beyond their strength : but are there not 
scenes of equal cfueUy, to be witnessed in some houses. 
Where i^ to b6 found a poor, young, friendless girl, 
wft'ose pallid looks and delicate frame indicate to every 
one, but her hard-hearted mistress, that she is incompe- 
tent to the tasks, Which, without cessation, she is mer- 
ciliessly compelled to sustain ? Her toil commences, 
perhaps, at five or six. o'clock in the mornings and con-r 
tinues' without intef mission till eleven at night. Of 
work, she haiSr too milch for the robust and wellnourLsK.- 
ed frame, especially for her weak atii \\\-le^ c-o\iaN}>\.>\- 
14* 
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tion. Some unfeeling creatures seem to think, that the 
payment of five or six pounds a year, gives them a 
right to exhaust all the energies of the poor helpless 
creatures who are unfortunate enough to he employed 
by them. And even where unkindness is not carried 
to this extent, I am persuaded, that servants are, in ve- 
ry many cases, quite overworked ; they are so urged by 
incessant demands for their labor, that from the begin- 
ning to the end of the week, they have scarcely a mo- 
ment to keep their own clothing in proper repair, much 
less to attend to the concerns of their souls : their em- 
ployers seem to think, that every moment they sit down, 
18 so much time stolen from them. Are there any pro^ 
fessing christianSy who act thus ? Yes ; and, in so far, 
they are a disgrace to the christian name. 

Your methoa of addi^essing thenij while it accords toiik 
your station, and partakes of the dignity of superiority^ 
should he oa remote from bitterness and contemptmus pride, 
as it is from familiarity. Do not speak to them as if 
they were a race of inferior creatures, whom it almost 
demeaned you to notice. There are some masters and 
mistresses, who, though they do not swear, or storm, or 
call reproachful names, yet have a method of address^ 
ing their servants, which they would scarcely use to a 
brute animal. I have myself heard tones, and seen 
looks, which the authors of them would not, and did not 
give to their dogs. Servants are not stocks and stones, 
but men and women ; and how galling to their feelings, 
how insulting to their rank as rational creatures, must it 
be to be addressed as a reptile race, who were scarcely 
(titled to the most common civilities. And, as pride is 
improper, so is passion. Masters are commanded to 
" forbear threatening." This is particularly specified, 
because there is a great proneness to this in many^ if 
not in most, persons. When an inferior displeases us, 
the temptation to undue sallies of wrath", gusts pf pas- 
sion, and threatening words is peculiarly strong. The 
individual is so much below us, and in our power, that 
Jet us say what we will, we have nothing to fear in re- 
turn. But how mean, and cowardly, and execrable is 
it, to say nothing of the wickedness of such conduct, 
ibr anjr onp to heQtor, and bally^and threaten, a poor, 
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defenceless creature, because we have no need to appr^ 
hend any thing in the way of revenge. We must, at 
chrbtians, not only be meek, and gentle, and patient, 
but be gentle towards all, to those who are below us, a« 
well as to those who are above us. Occasions, will^ of 
course, oflen present themselves, when it will be neceiK 
sary to find fault, and to express displeasure ; but this 
should never be done in a passion. A Fury never can 
be respectable ; we never go into a rage without dis- 
gracing ourselves in the eyes of our servants : at such 
times we may be terrible, but we cannot be reputable. 
Abusive epithets and ill names lower our dignity, andr 
undermine our authority. Mild firmness, rational ex- 
postulation, and meek reproof, will do far more both in 
the way of punishing faults, and of reforming them, 
than petulance and passion. Speak kindly to them, 
then, at all times. Let your words, and even your 
tones, partake of a dignified courtesy, blending and 
softening authority with good will. At the same time, 
avoid all familiarity ^ and do not encourage an obstru- 
sive and encroaching boldness. You must keep them 
in their place, and in order to this, you must keep yourg. 
Do nothing to remove the line of demarcation between 
you, nor encourage them to step over it. You must not 
joke with them, nor make yourselves merry with them ; 
you must not enter into gossip with them about th« 
Heating occurrences of the neighborhood, nor enc6ur- 
oge them to bring you tales, nor employ them as your 
purveyors of scandal. Some persons, who would not 
run the risk of being thought busy bodies themselves, 
scruple not to encourage their servants to bring then! 
all the news of the town. All this is mischievous in 
the highest degree, and tends to degrade those who are 
foolish enough to indulge in it, in tho eyes of those who 
-should be taught to respect them. 

You shotUd manifest an unvarying regard for their con^ 
fort. Take a deep interest in their welfare, and make 
k clear to them that you wish to see them happy. Watch 
over their health, tenderly inquire into the cause of 
their ailaments, and by mitigating their labor, and pro- 
curing them medical assistanoOj do all you can for their 
recovery. Advise them for tlieir good, aad refuse not 
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jour counsel whenever it can be of service to them. 
Convince them by the whole of your conduct, that you 
are tketr real friends, and truly anxious to make them 
happy and respectable. 

Bear wUk pcUience those le$ser it^rmities wltich may 
comport toith substantial excellencies. Do not be strict to 
mark, at least with severity, their more trivial faults. 
Some mistresses render their servants miserable by in- 
cessant complaint: they are such slaves to excessive 
neatness, that they are always in bondage themselves, 
and make every body miserable around them. No one 
can please them; a speck of dust, or a drop of ravn 
bk>wn in through the window upon the furniture, is rnkto 
to bring a cross look or word upon the poor, wretched 
house-maid, who was no more to blame than her mk- 
Iress. 

Kindness to servants, would lead us to administer com- 
wundation as often as possihlcy and censure vnth as much 
iemiify as a due regard to justice wUl allow, ^^ 

*^ There is a certain moral pleasure which we par- 
ticularly owe them. They may do well, and in doing 
well, they have the same title to our praise, which oar 
best actions have to the glory with which we expect the 
world to be ready to reward us. If we withhold the 
approbation which is due, we take from them one pow- 
erful incentive to continuance of that species of con- 
duct which rendered them worthy of approbation; and 
at the same time, we take from them one of the most de- 
lightfol feelings of which he who has sold his freedoM 
is still capable — the feeling that he has done something 
which was not actually sold with the very labor of his^ 
hands — ^that in the additional duties performed by hinii 
he has been fVee still, and that our praise is something, 
which, as it was not an actual condition, like the livery 
and the daily bread, is an offering to his own gratuitous 
virtue. The duty of approbation, then, when approba- 
tion is due, is another of the duties which the master 
owes to the servant; and a duty which, though he may? 
legally withhold it, he is not entitled morally to with-* 
hold. 

^< But servants share not our love of praise only, but 

jMussions of a less commendable kind. They are assail- 

jp</ If/ tomptationB, like those \v\uc\v o^^^iX u^s ^vA SJcva^ 
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iOiQeUmes f^ll, as we too f«U. Tkey niegldGt to do 
what we hay^ de^iredi; and they often do what is posir 
Xiy^ly jpjuribud to U9. Jn f^uch cas«0^ they vai^ de- 
sesre all oir sevQrUy ojf pimishment, if we were oet 
men,. and they wer^ i?iat wmu,. Our reproof they un- 
questionably d^9.exve^ pot mesely bec^uee they bavie 
failed in their part of our mptual contract, but alsQ, be- 
cause our rf^p^oof jnay, even to them be attended -with 
moral advantage. Yet though our reproof of Bs^y groea 
inattention is not excufiat49 QQly, but, if w^ consider 
all its conseqven^ea, an act of humanity, it is not to be 
the reproof of ,04e who s^eeuns aluvoat pleased with the 
onence itself, in the eag^nne^ which is showa to repre- 
hend it. In censvMrij^, w<e are silently to have in mind 
the human wea]^n.9asi^s of our own moral nature; and 
to reniember, that if even we, with better light, and no- 
bler recreations, err, the ignorant, who by their very ig- 
noranc?j are incapable of seeing many of the conse- 
Guences of actions, and who have few recreatione, but 
those which seduce theia firdm wjbiat i^ good, may atill 
more n^jturally be imaging to err. Jn ^ndonaiftg^ 

them, therefore, we condemn ourselves; or we declare 
that we are frqil creatures, of whom less, knowledge and 
less virtue are to be expected than i&om them. Tkere 
are beings with gentle voices, and stHl gentler eyee, 
and with smiles that seem never to be willed, and scarce- 
ly evea to fade and brighten again, but to be almost the 
native character of the countenance, like the very liii- 
tre that is ever blooming on the lip and on the cheek; — 
there are beings who seem to exist thus only in a per- 
petual moral atmo&phere of radiance and serenity, that 
on the sight of a single particle of dust en a book, or a 
table, or a chair,, as if in that particle, a whole mountaizi 
of misery were before them, can assume in an instant, 
all the frown9. aAd thunders' of all the furies; whoee de- 
licate fraiiie is too weak to bear the violent opening of a 
door, but ntit too weak, after the •door isofenedto shake 
the very floor wi;th the violence of theic own wrath on 
the unfortunate opener of it."* 

Kindness should lead us to alUm ow urvanU aU pOB-^ 
stbk indMl^encUs and. recreations^ that o/t^ w^ imompokM^ 
with religum. 

Dr. 6ruw«*i Leciwrau 
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Thej are capable of gratificatioa like ourselves, and 
haye the same desire of it; while at the same time, are 
denied by their very circumstances, access to many ef 
those sources of delight which are continually open to 
us. Those who seem to grudge domestic servants an 
occasional remission of their labor, that they may have 
communion with others at the feast of innocent enjoy- 
ment, convert their service into slavery, and render the 
oppression additionally bitter by the circumstance, that 
it IS exercised in the land of freemen. I have often 
been delighted to see the cheerful faces of female ser- 
vants at those meetings which are convened for promo- 
ting the various objects connected with the cause of re- 
ligion and humanity, and who seemed to drink in the 
streams of eloquence and piety, with as eager a thirst, 
and as exquisite an enjoyment, as their more enlighten- 
ed and better educated masters and mistresses. And I 
have known those, who, when going to some neighbor- 
ing town or village, to attend, perhaps, a religious ser- 
vice of a public nature, have placed a female servant on 
the box s^at of the carriage that conveyed them, that 
she might share the pleasures of the day. It is our 
duty, of course, to keep them irom all polluting and vi- 
tiating amusements, but it is not less a duty of benevo- 
lence, to give them, as often as convenient to us, and 
consistent with their interests, an opportunity of enjoy- 
ing the liberty and sunshine of innocent and holy 
pleasure. 

Itisno creditf bttt very much otherwisej to any family^ 
to be always changing their servants. Some persons have 
as many as there are months in the year. Their place 
has acquired so bad a reputation, that no good servant 
will olSer herself for it. It is astonishing how exten- 
sively the character of every household is known 
amongst persons of this description. Those who keep 
register offices, can tell, perhaps, the repute in ' which 
most of the families in a town are held, for oftentimes 
upon mentioning a house to one who has applied for a 
place of service, they receive some such reply as this :— 
" I will not offer myself there, for I shall n6t be kept 
above a month or two if I go." This is not to the hon- 
4>r of any one, much leaa lo tVie ^toC^&^^ot of religion : 
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ft>T, as those who leave the place are naturally enough 
anxious to justify themselves to their friends, they scm* 
pie not to tell all the faults of the mistress, and often- 
times, of course, with great exaggeration ; and thus th# 
credit of religion suffers. Besides, what a risk is il 
where there are children, to he always receiving fresh 
servants into the family ; and what an interruption also 
to domestic comfort. Avoid, then, unnecessary changes, 
and every thing that leads to them, whether it be bad 
temper, inflicting excessive labor, or striving aflter unat- 
tainable perfection. 

A kind master or mistress will prevent iheir servafiia 
from being insulted or oppressed by the childreiI. 
It is really aflecting to see ' what cruel scorn and impep-- 
tinence are, in some families, allowed to be practised 
towards respectable men and women, by those little ty- 
rant masters and misses, whose weak parents never al- 
low them to be opposed in any thing. . They may utter 
the grossest falsehoods, indulge in the most wanton and 
distressing vexation, vent the most scurrilous abuse, and 
utter the foulest epithets against the servants, and their 
pitiless and unjust mother or father, with the full knowl- 
edge of the fact, allow this cruel insolence to continue. 
Children ought not to be permitted, in any kind or de- 
gree, to be guilty of such impropriety as this. They 
should be kept from being* familiar but equally so from 
being impertinent. I would never allow a servant to 
strike children, nor to be struck or in any way oppre8»- 
ed by them. 

Peculiar attenlion, partaking at once rf respect and kind" 
ne$s should be shoun to those who ha/ve served us long 
and FAITHFULLY. " Reckou," says Mr. Janeway,' 
** that one has been a faithful servant to you seveof 
years, deserves to be esteemed next to a child ever af^ 
ter." Tried fidelity should be marked with peculiar ap* 
probation. At the end of each seven years of faithful 
service you should present them with some substantial 
present, as a token of your respect and gratitude, and 
the present should increase in value at the close of each 
septennial period. Where there is wealth, to be dispor- 
ted of by will, I think that aged and valuable servant* 
•hoitld be remembered. Think how mucVk ^om ^:r«^ V;» 
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their faithfliHness, how long your property has heen in 
their power^ which they have neither embezzled nor 
wasted, how constantly you have been served by them^ 
how much they have contributed to your domestic coro- 
ibrt, perhaps to your success. You owe them not only 
wages but esteem. 

Tkirdly, But there are duties of a still higher and 
more sacred character, owed by you to your servants, I 
mean those of relioiozt. 

They have souls, as well as you; like you, are im- 
mortal creatures; lUce you are sinners; and like you, 
the objects of redeeming mercy. The very circum- 
stance of their being brought within the comprehension 
of your domestic circle, has made them a part of that 
little conununity,the spiritual welfare of which, you are 
to promote and to watch, with all possible solicitude. 
They are members of the domestic constitution, as weU 
as hired servants. We surely cannot suppose, that the 
fine and extensive power, which is lodged by the family 
compact in the master's hand, was vested there for so 
trivial a purpose as the mere payment of those wa^s 
and the affording of that sustenance, which are neces- 
sary for supplying the servant's bodily wants. It is al- 
so to be recollected, that moral duties are reqntrvd 
Jrom servaidSy and ought therefore to be taught. With 
what propriety can we look fdr truth^ honesty, temper- 
ance, chastity, if we have never inculcated these vir- 
tues? How can we expect they will be faithful in serv- 
ing U5, if we have never taught them to serve €hd in 
sincerity and truth ? 

1. Our first care must be not to oppose Aeir rettgum 
•r to hinder their salvation. We may do this by the in- 
fluence of a bad example. In what a heathenish state 
do some families live ! Heathenish ? No : for pagans 
have their household deities, and make some show of 
religion, though it be a false one, in their houses : but 
great multitudes in this christian land, live as if there 
were no God, and are, to all intents and purposes, prwc- 
ttcal atheists. There is no family prayer, no reading of 
the Scriptures, no observance of the Sabbath, no regu- 
lar attendance upon public worship. The holy day of 
r^^ i§ to tbem as other days \ they kee^^ the trame eom^ 
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pany, and seek the same rejoreations then as at any time 
besides. Religioii ip> rarely; introduced, .tat.lQbean 
object of contempt, and a source of. ridic^Je. The ser- 
vants in such families, -hear « wearing, pe^aps, but no 
prayer ; see drunkenness, but no ivprship ^witness card 
playing, dancing, and conviviality, but no aoknowledg- 
ment of God. How can such masters expqct^ood 9^x^. 
vants ? ' If they habitually break God^a comm^ds^liQW 
can they expect their servants to, keep theirs B . .-Unvefir ■ 
sonable men, can you look for sobriety in th^m^, ifl.^pii, 
set- them the exarnple of . intoxication ? For chastity^ if 
you teach them leyrdness ? Eo^ truth, if you , teach thaiin * 
falsehood ? For religion, if you teach them ifrreligipn ? 
Q that you would consider that your. wickedness ensure 
not only . your pwn damnation, but haz.aid9 that of aU 
the persons under your charge. Is . it not enough to 
have your own. siPfll^id to youi: charge, bjgit;. that you 
niust be answerable for your s^^vant's sins aJso ? Is 
one curse, too Jjgh/t^ )»ut .yoRmust^-^ek- to multiply it ? 
Are the flames of hell so cool andtolerahle, that you are 
busy in adding fuel to th^t terrible fire, to. make it bam 
seven times hotter ? Yours will not be the privilege of 
perishing alone, but will be the fate of the pilot whm 
sinks others with himself. 

Some carry the matter so far^ aa to hinder the.salvar 
tion of others, not only by esptmpley hut by direct tem p-» 
TATioN. How many masters have, by their atrocious 
and murderous arts, corrupted thf) virtue, blasted the 
reputation, and ruined the souls of those females, whom, 
having received iito their ho^se^- they were bound, by 
every principle of honor, as weU. ap of religion, to prq- 
tect. Such wretches deserve tjtie gallowafeur more th^n 
many who suffer there. How many poor, unhappy 
women have been sent by such vile ^^figf essOiirs^ into 
the career of prostitution, to an early gra\^.9Ad)to that 
place of punishment^ whQre they; will'ine^.th^K rS^du- 
cer to be his tormentor, through ^tje;rnitjfi« -iVeithera 
word, nor a look, should eyoi; be giy.en r4o. a servant, 
which has the remotest tendency. to ii^re h^r-ijoodesty. 

Nor ought you to tempft th^m. tq »in| hy en^hying 
them to practice di$hone»iy-andfiiheh9odifh,the v^m ^ 
trtiie. Ponot engage th^m lA iv»4jr...4f fta^i u^p. th«k 

15 
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evenue ; nor makn them the spectators of your own 
•rasioD of the laws which regulate the taxes ; for all 
■ucb conduct as this, is lajing a snare in their way, and 
empting them to «in. And by what sophistry can any 
•ne attempt to julitify that wicked practice of eomtmana- 
'ng their tirwrniB to $ay to visitersy theU they are not at 
lOBTE,' wkUe they are in the house at the very timel This 
is teaching ftJsehood by system, and ought we to won- 
der if bur fterrants shouM lie to us, when we have thus 
'«ught them to lie foruB 7 People that make any pro- 
fession of religion, cannot, of course, adopt this iniqui- 
toys* custom, n>r it disgraces the most general acknowl- 
edgment of piety ; but it is to be feared that some, who 
pass for- real christians, and wish to be thought such, 
are guilty of many things which are quite unworthy of 
their character, in reference to their servants, either by 
making them the witnesses or instruments of many eva- 
sions, artifices, and .dishonorable acts; and by which 
they reaHy tempt ihem' to go much farther acAray on their 
own account. We can easily conceive, with what in- 
sufferable loathing and disgust some such servants must 
come to the donhestic allar, at the time of the liioming 
or evening sacrifice. It is a most shocking instance of 
hypocrisy when a master says to his servants, *^ After 
you have done so and so*^ — alluding to some act of im- 
position upon others — *^ come to prayer." <* Come to 
prayer !" one might imagine they reply, <' thou hypo- 
crite, what to sanctify the dishonesty thou hast just 
commanded us to perform ?" Many, who have witness- 
ed these things, or any thing like them, have taken an 
inveteraie prejudice against religion, by concluding that 
all its- profbs8dril"(Eire alike, and that all are hypocrites 
together. 

Wei hinder th^ir salvation, nehen we keep them away 
from the li^anv of grace. Their work should not be so 
oppreesifre, even on #eek days, as to allow them no time 
for reading the Scriptures -and prayer ; but to compel 
them to spotid even their Sa.bbath8 in such a manner as 
to deprive'itfacm of an* opportunity to hear the word of 
God explained MsAd enlbnied : by the faithful preaching 
of the gospel^ \\A to place a most powerful hiiuhrance in 
tka rttky of their -ialv«tiQ». -How exceedingly oruel and 
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disgraceful is il to keep them from |>ublie worship to 
dress a warm dinner. Without affirming that the chris- 
tian Sabbath is to be obseryed with the same ceremont^ 
al strictness as the Jewish Sabbath was^ we do conten*. 
that no unnece9mry work should be done on that day i . 
our dwellings. 1 suppose no one will contend tha: 
a warm dinner i^ necessary. Is tt not a crime, then, 
against the spiritual welfare of our servants, as well as^ 
against God, to .occupy their Sabbath in preparing for out 
luxurious gratification ? Rven as it respects their bo* 
dies, it is an act of great oppression, for lAif must need 
rest (rom their labor, far more than we do : and as it 
respects their souls, it takes away both the opportunity 
and the inclination to attend to these : .it occupies their 
time in the morning, and unfits 'them for aflention in the 
afternoon. All who thus employ their domestics on the 
Sabbath, may be truly said to feast upon their servant's 
birth right, and to gratify tiuir palate at 4he expense of 
their fellow creatures' spiritual and eternal welfare. 
How long and how loudly shall the voice of indignant 
and faithful reprobation be raised in vain against this 
sinful practice ? I put it to any professing christian's 
conscience, how he can any longer determine thus to 
hinder the salvation of those who are under his care ? 
Will he not even make this small sacrifice for the spir- 
itual welfare of the members of his ddinestic constitu- 
tion ? Is this his professed zeal for Gcod, and compas- 
sion for soub ? But, perhapsy he will reply, somebody 
roust be at home to guard the house« Be it so. But 
need they be slavishly occupied in the drudgery of cook- 
ery ? If they must be deprived :of the pubUc means of 
grace, is it necessary that they should be deprived of 
those that are private also ? But they will not improve 
their time at home. How do you know ? Have you 
tried them ^ Have you, before you left homOj furnish- 
ed them with a suitable portion of reading ?. 

In some families, the servants are kept away from 
the house of God far more than they need to be, for 
other purposes besides cooking. If there are two chil- 
dren, one must be detained from public worship for each, 
and perhaps a third to guard the house. But is this 
necessary ? I would have all proper care takeu^ W^V^ 
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of the ^hilidngfi, and of the property ; but then I wonld 
not have mor^ lietvants than are absolutely requisite^ 
kept away from the hoiAe'of God. The Sabbath is of 
more importance to them than it id even to us. Their 
incessant occupatidn through the week, renders it more 
necessary for UuM to have a day of teM and of leisure 
to attend to their - souls' concerns, than it is for us; 
Nor do I think it enough to ^ant tHem merely the af- 
ternoon of the Lord-'s day f for that is the very part of 
the Sabbath, whi^h we find t^ be the least edifying to 
ourselves, and if this' bd the case with us, how much 
more so must it be with them ? If, then, we keep away 
our servants fromr suitable, public means of grace, w^ are 
placing a hindrance in the way of their salvation ; for we 
know that ^^ faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God ;^' and that God hath ordained- the 
preaching of the gospel for the salvation of m^n?s souls. 
It appears to me', that we tempt our s^i'vants tO^sin al^ 
so, by imprapar ne^i^nce And carelewsinesi about manytf 
the mott covetable parts of otcr |>9\>perfff . Some persons 
are too much awa^Vrom home, and leave their servants 
too much to themsielVes : and when ikey are idle abroad, 
is it any wonder that their domestics should be dishon-^ 
est at home ? -If they will gossip away their time foy^^^ 
hours, and days, and weeks together, can it be wonder- 
ed at, that their property should be wasted by those who 
are only hired to watoh it ? If you are so much from 
home, is it bot a temptation to them to invite company } 
Is this habit of neglecting them the Way to make them 
faithful ? ■ Will they: not learn idlen^s from you, and 
do you not know that idltoess is a patent of sin* ? Or 
if you tempt them not to sin by being too much fh>m 
home, do you not do it by giving' them too little employ^ 
menl ? If you overworkthem, you oppress their bodies ; 
if you underwork 'them, you endanger their souls. It 
is said of the wise and virtuous woman, that she would 
suffer none of her household to eat the bread of idle- 
ness You must account; not only for ybur own time> 
but for theirs also. When- your servants are idle, said 
an old author, the devil is a;t work ; and our idle days 
are his busy ones ; if you find them nothing to do, he 
wilL Many have been ruined fot both Worlds, by hav* 
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inj; nothing to do — but mischief. Do not tempt them to 
sin, hy n^'vcr calling ilietn to account lor what is entrust- 
ed lo their care ; especially in pecuniary matters. They 
may he honest ; then keep them so, and put no tempta- 
tion in their way to be otherwise, by not examining their 
accounts. Never let them feel that they are irrespon- 
sible. If you keep not your eye upon them you may 
find a thief, where you expected to hnd an honest man. 
It is your prayer for yourself, " lead me not into tempta- 
tion ;" act upon this same principle towards them. 
Honesty itself should always be required to accoiuit 
for the uttermost farthing, and will wish to do it. Do 
not leave your property too much exposed. Some go to 
one extreme, and lock up every thing, others go to the 
opposite extreme, and lock up nothing ; and here, as 
ill many other cases, extrcmcr; meet, for one tempts to 
dishonesty by trusting too little, the other by trusting 
too much. Money, drinkables, and the lighter articles 
<if female dress and decoration, should not be left too 
carelessly about. Nor should one party in married life, 
ever make a confederacy with servants to deceive the 
other. Wives should never engage their maids in a 
scheme of falsehood, imposition, or concealment of any 
kind against their husbands, though it be but in trifling 
matters, for this is teaching them intrigue and duplicity, 
which may not only be injurious to their own character, 
but seriously detrimental in the end to the interests of 
the family. If a servant be employed by the wife, to 
assist her to conceal any part of the husband's property, 
or a^bropritite it tiriy wy^f unknown to him, she is in that 
nct'tehAjJted by herihif^tress, ^o furkk th0 itifluenco of 
^xatrtJ)l^'gocs, td tak6 thte "sanife liberty on her oWn ac- 
cotiot ; fbi sh« trho is erhpfoyed to purfoin for another, 
wi!> sobri fdcfrnb scriijij^d to steal for. herself. 

2I Ii is ofir duty, hot only not* to hinder the salvation 
of our sertsintffj'bra^ to do e'vtrij'thin^ in our power to pro- 
mofc if. ' "■' ■ ' ''^\, ■'" " '■ 

■' Scriodsly'conslid6^y6Ulr*6))ligation in this patticular, 
and tliat as'fcrod sbnt theta'' under your roof, thiat you 
might c?^re -for their Soufsj, so 'rrE wiiIl REaumB tiieiu 
souLS'A.1* roufe HAi!fi)s; Yfe's, at the day of judgment he 
will say to ybti,';" GiVe' an account of those immortal 
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beings which were placed under your instruction, inspec- 
tion, and anxiety." Cherish, then, I entreat. you, a deep 
solicitude for their spiritual welfare, and feel desirous to 
become the instruments of their salvation. In order to 
this, take care to set them a good example, and let them 
see in you, not only nothing that is contrary to religion, 
but every thing that can recommend it, that so an at^ 
tractive influence may ever be exerted by your charac* 
ter on theirs. Many have learnt more of religion by 
what they have seen in their masters and mistresses, 
than by all they have heard from their ministers. They 
will never forget their example. Call them regularly to 
family prayer, and make them the peculiar subjects of 
your earnest supplications, that they may hear your en- 
treaties with God on their account, and be the witnes- 
ses of your solicitude for their welfare. See to it that 
they have bibles, and take care that they are able 
to read, for if this be not the case, it is your boun- 
den duty to teach them. Furnish them with a few 
well selected books, and thus provide for them a 
kitchen library. Give them opportunities to attend 
public worship, and to keep holy the Sabbath day. 
Keep them not too late at work on Saturday evening, 
lest their worldly business trench upon the Sabbath, or 
unfit them, by excessive fatigue, for its hallowed occu- 
pations. Instruct them in the principles of true religi- 
on, that they may have their judgments rightly informed, 
and that they may not perish for lack of knowledge. It 
is a great disgrace to a christian master or mistress, if 
any servants leave their house, without knowing, at 
least in theory, the way of salvation. In addition to 
this, you should talk to them in the most afiectioiiate 
manner on their soul's concerns, warning them to flee 
from the wrath to come, and directing them to the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sin of the world. Give 
them no rest till you have prevailed upon them to seek 
in good earnest, the one thing needful. Observe what 
company they keep, and caution them against such as 
would lead them astray. Acquaint yourselves with the 
books they read, and examine what they understand and 
remember of the sermons they hear. Do all you can 
to convince them of the reasonableness, profit, and 
sweetness of true religion, and of the folly, and danger, 
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and misery of living without it. If you see no fruit of 
your exertions at first, do not be weary of well doing, 
but persevere in your anxious and judicious effbrts. 
Should you notice any solicitude about their souls, nou- 
rish to the uttermost their impressions, by giving suita- 
ble advice and proper books. Encourage them, wheQ 
you are convinced of their true conversion, to connect 
themselves with the church of Christ, and thus to make 
a public profession of religion. O, if you should be 
the instrument of saving the souls of your servants, 
what an honor and a happiness will be conferred upon 
you ! How many have been so honored ; and in what 
bonds have their servants been held to them for ever af- 
ter in this life. 

To influence you to the performance of these duties, 
I may call upon you, to remember ihM your Master aho 
is in heaven^ and to consider what a master he is to you. 
Meditate upon his attributes, and upon the manner in 
which they are manifested in all his conduct towards 
you. How righteous, how faithful, how holy, how true, 
how merciful is he in his dealings towards his servants. 
And it is your duty to be like him. When in danger of 
acting improperly, either by want of equity or kindness, 
O think of God; meditate on his matchless grace, and 
surely such a reflection will be an immediate check to 
every kind, and every degree of impropriety. To him 
also you are accountable, and accountable, as for your 
conduct in general, so also for your behavior to your 
servants, ii^epare to meet Him in that awful day, and 
to meet them also at his bar! ! 

Consider how much yourservantSj nud this kind interpo^ 
Man for their welfare. They are often young, inexperi- 
enced, and ignorant; rash, and imprudent; and they 
are also an unproteoted and dependent race. I know 
not a class of persons whose situation is more calcula- 
ted to awaken our tenderest sympathies, than domestic 
female servants. Many of them are orphans, and have 
no friend in the world, beyond their employers; and no 
home but what they find in their master's house. When 
they leave one place of service, they often know not 
where to find their next home, and are thus repeatedly 
beginning the world, and setting out on the journey of 
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life pirreali. How many dangers are tJicy exposed U>'. 
How many snaros are laid for their leet! Masters miil 
miitf resaus, bo kitid to them, they have found a refiig<i in 
yntir hoii:4e, and let them find fricndd in you. Pity 
their condition, itnd labor to the uttermost lor tlieir wel- 
fare. You may be the means of blessing them for both 
worlds), and become their spiritual fathers and mothers, 
an well a» their temporal masters and mistresses. Their 
soula may be given to your kind solicitude, to be your 
crown o( rejoicing in the day of eternity. 

The honor of rutigioH is most deeply involved in the 
way in which you dischargi; your duties. Bad master:! 
and mistresses bring great dishonor upon Christianity ; 
while on the other hand, they who in this situation, e.t- 
hibit whatsoever things arc pure, and true, and boncat, 
and just, and lovely, and of good report ; who abound 
m that love which is not easily provoked, and tbinketh 
iio evil, and is kind ; who have the meekness and gen- 
tleness of Christ ; and who put on bowels of mercy, are 
bright ornaments of their profession, and adorn the doc- 
triue of God tlieir saviour in all things. A f^ood maa- 
ter Of iimlrcM is indeed a most honorable character ; 
good mon esteem it, bud men admire it, the world val- 
ue's it, the church applauds it, angels delight in it, and 
<iod uommunds and rewards it. £yes too dim to see 
ibo beaiiiies of holiness in the abstract, discern the e,t- 
cellence of this, and tongues that never speak of reli- 
gion gf.ae)r^|y„.hHL,^o.,8cotr at. it, are eloquent in the 
fx'aiae^pf j^iil}.. .•Jii<:fUij«Ttlyoiivthan, by -du ibeiMgard 
yoii bear to the honor of migi(»i,IatriveltoiQXil«P;hl>thil 

yflOr|^pr:9Pti»tq^duty, ;.i.-r. ^-. -v. -A-.^i.. -.n-A ^^'Wl^.l•.■.i^ 

■ iiYft^ffi!', PJfif.*!^ ^jth.jwu fon'this..,. i06nBidep'>hwJt.(IHit!h 
f9W*Y(?'?fliaii!**^ftii^*|'''^ **'>•'' (''^^"'■by-SefaiHg.ithieift 
J/BPflj) artfijj^ y#s(,|,-.THe b«>rt-«f ■Ihi^iinawiCMbwbt 
i]P;^(^a,te.jff^lM(^ it iouglrt4ft.'bev'whi>ia;not'ploa«4« 
B^S.,fti'fiMi>4,j»jip ini.bi3'dwel!ing,;aioircift of chappy WliiiaS 
[aij^^jSJjiijing^fflflfpiaft^Q^., .igodd maatw^-op a''irtHft 
,r^"Mf^a^.!si,fl,K)ftdof<'fi''itrBl''h»hutor5ri iniTtheideme^c 

MfelJ|tp^/e|Vfl(King.initltef(tfo»af.hia'iUrBo»ioa,-«Bidt*'- 
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sending forth in kindness and kind actions, streams of 
pleasure to all that are in the house. And then good 
masters and mistresses make good servants, or ^nd them. 
When I hear persons complain, that they cannot find 
good servants, I suspect the fault is their own, and that 
they have a bad character, for their conduct towards 
their domestics. If they are tormented, have they not 
been tormentors ? If they can get no one to serve 
them willingly, and honestly, have they been generous 
and kind ? If they find none but such as are wicked, 
have they tried to make them holy ? If they complain 
of their lying, their lewdness, their theft, have they not 
been so selfish as to seek to produce right dispositions 
towards themselves, without endeavoring to found these 
dispositions on a right state of mind towards God ? Try, 
then to conduct yourselves rightly to those, whom you 
have so much interest in making what they should be. 
Bbdy, soul, estate, wife, children, character, comfort, 
all are more or less concerned in this matter. Your 
servants may rob oir enrich you ; may defend your rep- 
utation or blast it ; may corrupt your children, or im- 
prove them ; may tempt you to sin, or warn you against 
it ; may injiye your health, or protect it ; may bless 
you by their prayers, or curse you by their vices ; may 
render your dwelling continually pleasant, or perpetual- 
ly miserable : your own interest, therefore, unites with 
wd^s cvymmands, to make it y oiir wisd6m tind your du- 

X, to train your servants as well cis yofir children in the 
hr of- the Lord. 
. **'- What' have ydu to say agamst what I have been per- 
Buading you to ? Will you not fiow^ without delay be- 
wail your former neglect, and- in good earnest set to 
your Work, like persons thttt in' some trieasurej know thd 
ipower of divine precepts,* the worth olT aouls, and the 
grsat-ness of the charge that Heth upon yoii ' ? O that 
therie were in you such a heart. O that all masters of 
familieb were resolved* for that which humanity, reason, 
^,i«teres(, rfsputation, and their comfort call for, as weH as 
** the la>^ 6( Ood) and men oblige them to. What blos^ 
«ed familieisthen'Shonld Ive-hatfie !' What noble eorf>o»- 
rations! Whatfldtibus «ities! iMi^ht not moLiNSsft 
TO «rAfl LottD^ be written upon every Aooi ^ O^ ^V^ai^^ 
shall it once be, " 
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TBS DUTIES or 8BRVANTS. 



* 8«rf«Btob« obedient auto them that are jrovr maitert, according to ^ fletfau wilk 
fcar and trembling m ainglenett of your heart, as unto Cu-ist : not with eje lenrice, ai 
men pleaaera ; hot aa the aenranta of Ghritt. doing the will of God from the heart ; with 
good will, doing aenrice. as to the Lord, and not to men: knowing, that i^mtsoerer good 
mime anj nun doeth, the mme shall he receire of the Lord, whether he be bond or 



* Honor and diame from no condition rise, «^ 

* Act well jour part^-^here all the honor DHk** 



God 18 the creator of ail things, and the disposer of all 
events : he is, therefore, the author of all those rarie- 
ties which are to be found in nature, and of all those dif- 
ferences which exist in society. He that formed the 
sun to illuminate, and to rule, formed also the planets to 
be enlightened and to be governed ; and he that raiseth 
the king to the throne, ordaineth the lot of the servant 
in the house, and of the laborer in the field. Tliere ii 
no such thing as chance ; no, not in the material uni- 
verse, where each bird that flies, each insect that crawls, 
each flower that blooms, amidst the desert, which man^s 
eye never explores, is the separate production of diving 
power and skill, no less than the Alpine height whichN 
lifts its snow crowned summit to the skies, and: receives 
the admiring contemplntion of millions. Nor is there 
Aa/ such thing fts chance ia ao^vety v ^"^ r«Lnk -and sta- 
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tioik of the poor little servant girl in the humblest dwell- 
ing of the) most obscure village, are as certainly deter- 
mined by God, as the elevation of the conqueror and 
ruler of nations. '^ The lot is oast into the lap, but the 
disposal thereof is from the Lord." ^' The rich and 
the poor meet together, but the Lord is the disposer of 
them all ;" i. e. not simply their creator, as men, but 
ti.e disposer of their circumstances as rich and poor. 
This is comforting, this is reconciling. It prevents the 
poor from being degraded in their own eyes, or in th« 
eyes of others. They are not like the dust, or the 
chips, or the dried and withered leaves in autumn, which, 
amidst the more stately objects of nature or art, ar# 
blown about by the gusts which sweep along the sur- 
face ; but they are in the place which God intended for 
them ; and God hath made every thing beautiful in it* 
place and season. Who could have mended what hm 
hath done ? What cailse have we to sit down content- 
ed and thankful in the place which he hath ordained for 
OS ! What obligation was he under to give us exi»« 
tence } And what did he owe to us that he should have 
made us rational creatures, and not formed us a beast, 
or a reptile ? << Shall the thing formed, say to him that 
formed it. Why hast thou made me thus ?" 

As God disposeth every thing, so it is the highest 
excellence of a creature, to discharge the duties of his 
station, and to shine in the orbit, and move with regu- 
larity through the course allotted to him, A good ser- 
▼ant is more honorable than a bad master ; and a valu- 
able subject than a wothless prince. He that is not r»- 
iaHvehj good, is not really so ; while he that acts kis part 
well, is more truly dignified, though his rank be low, 
than he that stands on a pinnacle, but fails in the duty 
of his elevated station. What is true honor ? Not 
riches, not rank, not beauty, not learning, not courage. 
No. But virtue ; whether it be clad in the garb of 
poverty, or the robe of affluence : whether it hold the 
plough, or grasp the sceptre ; whether it be seated at 
the table, or stand behind the chair. Virtue is honor ; 
let all servants write this sentiment on the heart, and 
ever act under its influence, a» the living principle of 
ail their conducts 
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In stating, after these preliminarj remarks/ tha du- 
lies of Borvants, I would remind them, 

First. That there are some which they owe to tvbm?. 
sBLVEs, the performance of which will constitute the 
best and surest foundation of those which thej owe to 
others. 

I. Religion takes the lead of all. 

Religion is as much your business, as it is ours. 
You are immortal creatures, you are sinners; you are 
the objects of God's mercy in Christ Jesus, and invited 
to seek pardon, peace and eternal life, as well as we 
yonr employers* You have souls that must suffer* 
eternal torments in hell, or enjoy everlasting happinea^ 
in heaven. • You must be convinced of sin, repent, con-. 
feisto Qody cry ibr mercy; commit your souls :iiito; the. 
hands of Christ by faith, be born again of tfae .Holy 
Ghost, lead a sober, righteous, and godly life, or yoii 
must depart accursed into everlasting fire, prepared. fi>r 
the devil and his angels. God is as willing to have 
mercy upon you ; Jesus Christ is as ready to i^ceive 
you, ds he is us« Your soul is as precioua4n the eye 
of heaven as ours. Grod is no respecter of persona, tod 
is. not to be considered as less friendly to your best iiH 
terests, because he has placed you in service. Your 
tiituUion is no excuse^ therefore ^ for your neglectwg the 
clai'Ms of religion. You are not to imagine that atten- 
tion to your souls' concerns is not required from }fou ; 
for it is required : and I repeat it, unless you repent, 
and are bom again, and believe in Christ, you will per- 
ish eternally. Your soul is your first concern, and 
must not be neglected for any thing. Think not tiiat it 
is impossible for a person in your situation to attend to 
to religion ; for it is possible. Great multitudes of ser- 
vants, both male and female, are truly pious, I have 
twenty or thirty in the church under my care, who are 
among its most consistent members. I charge you all 
to live in the fear of Grod. Remember your creator. 
Set the Lord always before you. Consider, that bQ 19 ever 
about your path, and that you act, speak, and . thiiiik in 
his presence. He is now the^holy and ever prosent 
witness, and will hereafter be the inflexible judge of 
jrour actions. 
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In order to cultivate religion, go not into wicked fam- 
ilies, where the Sabbath is profaned, the claims of piety 
are despised and rejected, and you can have no oppor-- 
tunity of going to public worship. Do not dwell in a 
place where your Sabbath is taken away from you ; let 
no amount of wages tempt you to go or remain in such a 
situation. Always stipulate for the privilege of going 
at least one part of the Lord's day, to the house of God. 
Insist upon it as your right, and suffer nothing to deprive 
you of it. Endeavor to find a little time for reading the 
Bible, and for prayer. Never go out of your room in 
the morning, nor lie down on your pillow at night, with- 
out reading a portion, even though it be a short one, of 
God's holy word, and earnestly praying for his mercy. 
Let religion be the basis pf all your conduct, the very 
framework of your character, leading you to practice 
*^. whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, and pure, and love- 
ly, and of good report." Do not, then, as you would 
escape the torments of hell, do not, as you would be 
brought at last to the felicities of heaven, no not neg- 
lect YOUR SOULS. " Godliness is profitable for all 
things, having the promise of the life that now is, as well 
as of that which is to come." Your situation is a very 
dangerous one ; you are in a very unprotected state ; 
and you need the fear of God to enable you to depart 
from evil. Men, and women too, of bad principles, are 
lying in wait for you, spreading snares for your feet, and 
seeking your ruin. Religion will guard you, and guide 
you, and comfort you : it will keep you in safety, and 
raise you to respectability. " Exalt her, and she shall 
promote thee, she shall lead thee to honor when thou 
dost embrace her." 

2. A REGARD to TRUTH, is another very Important du- 
ty, and which y ju will be sure to perform if you fear 
God. This duty you owe to your employers also ; but 
while the inconvenience of the neglect of it will be felt 
by them, the more dreadful consequence of that neglect 
will be yours. 

Lying is a most hateful and wicked practice. And it 
is said, that ^' all liars shall have their portion in the 
lake that burneth with fire." Strive to «n«A %,^^\i 

16 
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thing in your conduct, that needs a sin to cover ft : but 
if you have at any time done any thing wrong, do not 
make one sin two, hy telling a falsehood to conceal thd 
matter. Let no temptation induce you to violate ft 
truth : rather endure the passion, or the bitterest wrath 
of the severest master or mistress, than strive to avert 
it by a falsehood. Lying is bad policy, as well as great 
wickedness ; for, when once detected in this vice, you 
will ever afterwards be suspected, even when you tell 
the truth. A servant, whose word can be implicitly re- 
lied upon, will always be esteemed. Such a virtue will 
be made to extend a friendly covering over many little 
faults. Never allow yourselves to be tempted by your 
master or mistress to commit a breach of truth. In- 
form them at once, that they must tell their ow^n false- 
hoods, for that you cannot do it for them. A clerk once 
waited upon me, to ask me what he was to do in a situa- 
tion, where he was obliged weekly to make a false writ- 
ten return in his own name, to defraud a public compa- 
ny, for the benefit of his employer. " Do," said I, with 
surprise that the question should have been asked me, 
" instantly refuse ; and rather cast yourself and your 
family the next hour upon Providence, than ever repeat 
the falsehood." You must not, dare not, lie for others 
any more than for yourselves. If required to adopt 
the modern practice, of saying, your mistress is not at 
home, when she is at the same time in the house ; you 
dare not comply, for it is a falsehood, and as such, is a 
•in against God. When you are put by your employ- 
ers upon committing any sin, whether it be cheating, 
calumny, lying, or any thing else forbidden by the Scrip- 
tures, let your reply be, ** How can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God ?" 

3. Sobriety is a virtue you owe to yourselves, ani 
also to your masters ; but, as in the case of lying, the 
injury done by intoxication to yourselves, is far greatmr 
than that which you Inflict upon them. 

Beware of the besotting, impoverishing, damning sin 
of drunkenness, and of every thing that leads to it. 
Household servants have many opportunities, and ma- 
il/ temptations to practice this vice, if there be any pro- 
peaaiiy to indulge in it. ll \ft Vov^q^^WAa «n^i\ for the 
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most rigid watchfulness always to keep out of their reach, 
the malt liquor, the spirits, and the wine ; there are 
means of gaining access by stealth, to these things, on 
the part of a vicious and ingenious servant, which no 
vigilant mistress can altogether prevent. If we cannot 
trust these things to the guardianship of your princi- 
ples, our locks and keys will often be found an insuffi- 
cient security. Do, do consider, that if the habit of 
drunkenness be once contracted, it is all over ; and 
most probably you are ruined for both worlds. Let 
there be a distinct understanding between you and your 
master or mistress, what beverage you are to be allow- 
■ed, both as to quality and quantity, and most sacredly 
abstain from touching a drop more, or a drop of any 
thing else. Never put the decanters to your lips, when 
the stoppers are all out before you. Stolen drams of 
this kind are double poison, they are venom for the 
body, and damnation for the sour*, they lead to two 
crimes at once, drunkenness and dishonesty. Beware 
of the temptation which is presented at those times, 
when company is in the house, and when, through the 
supposition, that extra exertion requires an additional 
glass, you may be led to take it, to love it, and to ac- 
<iuirc the habit of it. I have known excellent servants, 
-both male and female, ruined forever by intoxication. 

As to workmen, the daily servants that occupy the 
manufactories, this vice is the damning sin that is spread- 
ing immorality, desolation, and misery through almost 
the whole laboring population of the community. It is 
distressing beyond the power of language to describe, 
to think of the effects of this most prevalent, most 
<ireadful infatuation. How many jfine athletic forms are 
enervated ; how many wives are broken hearted ; how 
many families are reduced to beggary ; how many souls 
are damned continually, by this crime. Drunken ser- 
vants are the torment of almost all our master manufac- 
turers, the curse upon our commerce, and the blight up- 
on our national prosperity. 

4. Chastity is a duty of infinite importance to the 
well being of servants. 

I am now on delicate ground^ and I will endeavor to 
»tep with caution j but no false refinement shall hind^t 
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me from discharging a duty, which, as a guardian of the 
pubhc morals, I owe to a very large, and a very much 
exposed class of my fellow creatures. I will not allow 
a prudish and affected sentimcntalism to turn away my 
holy and benevolent concern from the interests of fe- 
male servants, nor prevent me from addressingto them 
the language of warning and expostulation. When the 
miseries of prostitution are considered, and when the 
prevalence of this desolating crime, and all its attend- 
ant evils is at once admitted and deplored *, when it is 
well known, that of the miserable and loathsome vic- 
tims of seduction that crowded the paths of vice, a very 
large proportion were female servants, betrayed from 
the ways of virtue, in the first instance, by their msis- 
ters, or their masters' sons, or their fellow servants of 
the opposite sex, surely it is the duty of every one who 
is specially addressing young women in service, most 
solemnly and most pointedly to warn them against the 
wily arts of the basilisk seducer, who is fascinating them 
to their ruin. Young women consider the value, even 
in this world, of your character. With an unblemisfa* 
ed reputation, you are respectable in servitude : your 
virtue is your parents' honest pride, your families' only 
renown, and your own wealth and honor : this will be 
your passport through the world, your letter of recom- 
mendation to good society, and that which will find you 
friends, and make them, and keep them, wherever Prov- 
idence may cast your lot. But if this be lost, oh, what 
a poor, forlorn, withered, wretched creature you be- 
come ; abandoned by your seducer, ejected from your 
place, disowned by your friends, you have the pains, and 
the cares, and the labors of a mother, but united with 
the infamy of a prostitute ; you have to bear the scorn 
of the world, the look and language of shame-stricken, 
heart-broken parents from without, and the ceaseless 
reproach and remorse of a guilty conscience from with- 
in ; and all this, perhaps, but as pt^liminary to the mis- 
cry which the prostitute endures, through her loath- 
some course on earth, and its awful termination in hell. 
Take warning, then, and reject with disdain and virtu- 
ous indignation, the very first encroachments that may 
he made, by any one, upon the most delicate modesty 
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and reserve. Have you been unfortunate enough to 
draw upon yourself the attention of a master, or a mas- 
ter's son, consider, it is with the eye of lust^ not of love, 
that he looks upon you ; he may flatter your vanity by 
his admiration of your person, but it is the flattery of a 
murderer ; he cannot mean any thing that is honorable ; 
his passion, that he talks of, is a base, rufRan-like de- 
liberate purpose to ruin you. Turn from him, flee from 
him with more haste than you would from a serpent or 
a tyger, for more than a serpent or a tyger he is to be 
shunned by you. Make him feel that you are his supe- 
rior in virtue, though his inferior in rank. If, on the 
other hand, you allow him to accomplish his purpose, 
and decoy you to perdition, he will in cold-blooded, re- 
morseless cruelty, abandon you and your child to a 
work-house, to a broken heart, and the bottomless pit. 

Act in the same determined manner towards every 
one else. Preserve not only your virtue itself, but your 
modesty, which is its outwork. Allow neither act, nor 
word, nor look in your presence, which is at variance 
with the most scrupulous purity. Let no prospect nor 
promise of marriage, throw you off your guard. The 
man who acts thus, is to be regarded as a traitor, deceiv- 
ing you into iniquity. He that would destroy your re- 
putation, will not scruple to falsify his own word ; the 
vows of such a wretch are not to be trusted. Be care- 
ful to whom you give your company. Let not an anxi- 
ety to leave service, and be your own mistress, drive 
you to accept the offer of the first individual, suitable 
or unsuitable, who may present himself to your notice. 

5. Frugality is an incumbent duty upon persons in 
your situation. 

Your are in very dependant circumstances. Your 
support depends upon your labor, and that upon your 
health. You have no arm but your own to rely upon, 
and should therefore feel the obligation of laying up 
something in the day of prosperity, against the night of 
adversity. We are all enjoined to trust Providence, 
but not to tempt it. To spend all wo get in vanity and 
useless trifles, under the idea that we shall be taken 
care of, in one way or othor| is a presumption that gen- 
erally brings its own punishment. There is in the pre- 
16* 
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Bent day, a most censurable propensity in female ser- 
yants, and workwomen in general, to dress quite be- 
yond their station. It is not easy, in some cases, to dis- 
tinguish between the maid and her mistress. What ab- 
ject folly is it, for a young woman to spend all her wa- 
ges in gay apparel. When she is in iU health and out 
of place, will it be any consolation to look upon finery 
which she is obJiged to pawn one article afler another 
for her support ? The love of dress has led in some 
instances to stealing ; in others, to prostitution ; in 
more, to poverty. Character is respectability, not dress. 
Harlots are generally fine and gaudy in their attire. 
Economize your little property, then ; lay up in store 
for the time to come. I know several servants who 
have, one forty, another fifty, another one hundred 
pounds in the bank. Besides, it is desirable to save 
from unnecessary expense in dress, that you may have 
a little to give to the cause of humanity and religion. 
The mite of the servant may mingle, in this age, with 
the pound of the master, to help in spreading the bless- 
ings of Christianity over the face of the earth. And ii 
is to be poor indeed, to have nothing to give to the cause 
of humanity or religion. 
t Secondly. I now lay before you, the duties you owe to 

TOUR EMPLOTERS. 

1 . Honor them : for they are your superiors in sta^ 
tion. Pay them the respect which is due to them, and 
in order to this, cherish for them a proper reverence in 
your heart. " Let as many servants as are under the 
yoke," said the apostle, "count their own masters 
worthy of all honor." Behave towards them with all 
proper humility and submission : not that you are to 
crouch and tremble before them like slaves at the loot 
of a tyrant. Your address to them must be reverential, 
not rude, boisterous, and impertinent. In talking of 
them to others, in their absence, there should be no call- 
ing them names, no exposure of their faults, no ridicu- 
ling their infirmities ; on the contrary, you should, to 
the utmost of your power, as far as truth will allow, de- 
fend them against the attacks of slander, and the arts 
of detraction. If, at any time, they speak to you with 
tones of anger, and in the language of rebuke, you must 
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remember the apostle's injunction, and ^^ not answer 
ctgain,^^ You may mildly and meekly explain, and 
sometimes expostulate, but you must not reply in an 
angry and impertinent manner. Should they so far for- 
get their duty, as to let down their dignity, and be too 
familiar, do not forget your place, but respectfully keep 
your proper distance. Every thing rude in conduct, 
and obstrusive, insolent or familiar in language, musi, 
therefore, be most sedulously avoided, as an essential 
part of servants' conduct towards their employers. 

2. Obedience is founded upon reverence, and is a 
necessary part of it. Observe the directions of the 
apostle Faul. " Servants, obey in ail things your mas- 
ters according to the flesh." We are, of course to ex- 
cept those things which are contrary to the word of 
God ; for if they enjoin any thing that is manifestly sin- 
ful, you must mildly, but firmly, refuse to comply, and 
be prepared to take all the consequences of your diso- 
bedience. In all other matters, however self-denying 
or difficult, however contrary to your own views and 
wishes, you must submit ; you are not to choose your 
commands, but in all things to obey. You are to obey, 
*' wUh fear and trembiing, i. e. with reverential regard 
for their authority, a dread of their displeasure, and al- 
so, which is probably the apostle's meaning, with dread 
of the anger of Grod, who, having enjoined obedience, 
will punish the disobedient. You are to obey " in sin- 
gleness of heart j^'^ i. e. with a willing and cheerful mind; 
and not with a mere compulsory outside shew of sub- 
mission, and are to be free from aJl selfish personal ends, 
and obey from the single consideration, that it is rights 
You are to do this, " as unto Christy as the servants of 
Christ, doing the wUl of God from the heart, with good 
will, doing service as to the Lord, and not to w€»." You 
must consider, that God commands it, and, therefore, 
you are to obey them, as obeying God ; they are in 
God's stead, in this particular to you ; and from a re- 
gard to conscience, and a respect to the divine authori- 
ty, you are to do what they enjoin. " I do this," you 
are to say, in reference to obedience, " not merely to 
please my master and my mistress, but to please God." 
Thii is turning all you do into religion. It signifies 
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nothing, what is the nature of the thing, whether it he 
an act of the most menial kind, in the kitchen, the par- 
lor, or the garden, if it be done with a view to the di- 
vine command, that very aim elevates the humble ser- 
vice into an expression of piety towards God, and a ser- 
vice that will be remembered in the day of judgment. 
You are not to obey, ^^ with eye service, as men pleasers,^^ 
Plow many are there, who need a master's eye always 
upon them, to keep them industrious. No sooner is his 
back turned, than they are indolent and neglectful. 
This conduct is as mean, as it is wicked : it is detesta- 
ble hypocrisy, flagrant injustice, and manifest wicked- 
ness : for is it nothing that the eye of God is upon you ? 
Is he not there ? Does he not disapprove this conduct ? 
And is it a small matter to make light of his presence ? 
Such servants will shortly find it to their fearful cost, 
that the eye of God is far more to be dreaded, than the 
eye of the severest master. 

Let it be your delight to do the will of your employ- 
ers. Strive to please them in all things, and feel anx- 
ious to draw from them this testimony, — " There is a 
servant, to whom no command, which it is in her power 
to obey, comes unwelcome ; who never need be told a 
second time to do a thing ; who anticipates my orders ; 
and whose very pleasure seems to arise from pleasing 
me." 

3. Good temper is of great consequence. 

There are some servants, who, let what work will 
come in unexpectedly, and even oppressively, receive 
all with a cheerful acquiescence, and are never put out 
of their way. Their mistresses are never afraid of tell- 
ing them of unlooked for company having arrived, and 
extra exertion being necessary. While there are others, 
who, with many valuable qualities, are withal, so pee- 
vish, so soon put out of temper, so cross at any little un- 
expected addition being made to their work, that their 
mistresses are in constant bondage. I like not to hear 
it said, " She is ^ very good servant, and has many ex- 
cellent properties ; but her temper is so bad, that I am 
quite afraid to point out to her, in ever so gentle a man- 
ner, the least imperfection, or to put her in the smallest 
degree out of her way." This is a serious blemish upon 
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any excellence, and often proves a very great interrup- 
tion to the comfort of the family, but a still greater in- 
terruption to the comfort of the poor waspish creature 
herself. Temper is not every thing, but it is very im- 
portant. Study, thei'efore, to be obliging, and to avoid 
crossness, siillenness, and passion. 

4: Fidelity is a duty of the higlust rank. 

What a delightful testimony is that which our Lord 
Jesus Christ is represented as bearing to his people at 
the last day, — ^*' Well done^ good and faithful seryatU.^^ 
Such, also, is the testimony, which it should be in our 
power to bear to our servants. Fidelity has reference — 

To the property of your masters. 

Faithful servants will not actually steal the property 
of their masters. There are opportunities of this eve- 
ry where if you choose to avail yourselves of them. 
Consider the horrible disgrace of being called a thief ; 
and add to this, the danger in the present world, and the 
punishment of such a crime in the next. Write the 
eighth commandment upon your heart, and when tempt- 
ed by a favorable opportunity to embezzle the property 
of your employer, let a voice more awful than thunder, 
repeat in your ears the prohibition, " Thou shalt not 
steal." At that perilous moment in your history, let 
your imagination look up, and behold the flaming eye 
of God, intently gazing upon you. In whatevet profu- 
sion, money, plate, jewelry, lace, may b^ spread out be- 
fore you, touch not, covet not. Deterrpine, by God's 
grace that though you be ever so poot, you will at 
lea«t be honest. Honesty is. indeed the best policy, to 
g o no higher for a motive of commendation. A single 
act of stealing may blast your reputation for ever ; even 
to be suspected, is dreadful : but what inestimable value 
is attached to a servant of tried honesty. Be honest 
even to scrupulosity. Touch nothing in the house in the 
way of eataoles or drirdcables, which you do not consid- 
er as belonging to you. If you want to taste the luxu- 
ries of the larder, ask for them ; but do not appropriate 
to yourself what you think would be denied. I have 
read of a servant who went into the pantry, only to make 
free with sweetmeats, but seeing some articles of plate 
lying about, he took these, and went on ftoiiv w^fc <iA- 
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gree of theft to another, till he died at the gallows. He 
was under the influence of a thievish disposition when 
he saw the plate, for he was going to take what he had 
no right to, and he was in a favorable state of mind to 
be tempted by Satan to a greater crime. Servants 
should not allow themselves to appropriate any refuse 
articles of dress, nor give away the broken victuals, or 
other articles of the kitchen, without permission. Hab- 
its begin in acts ; little sins lead on to greater ones. 
She that commences by taking a sweatmcat, knowing 
that she is not allowed it, has violated so far, her integ- 
rity, has done something to benumb her conscience, and 
has taken the first step towards confirmed dishonesty. 
Sin is deceitful ; and the way of a sinner is like the 
course of a ball down hill. Servants beware of the 
first act of sin. But fidelity, in reference to property, 
requires not only that you should not embezzle your 
master's property, but that you should not waste it. 
They that carelessly waste, are almost as guilty as they 
that wilfully steal. You cannot be an honest servant, 
unless you areas careful of your employer's property, as 
if it were your own. Furniture, goods, provisions, must 
all be thus preserved. You arc not to say, " My mas- 
ter is rich, he can spare it, and we need not be so nig- 
gardly." His wealth is nothing to you : if he chooses 
to waste it, he has a legal right to do so, but you have 
none. 

Nor is this all, for fidelity requires, that servants 
should do all they can to make their employers^ affairs pros- 
fer. They should grieve over their master's losses, re- 
joice in his success, and so identify their feelings with 
his interests, as to seem as if their fortune were bound 
up with his. We have a fine instance of this, in the 
case of Joseph while he was in the house of Potiphar. 

Fidelity would also lead them to give their employers 
information and warning when their affairs are going 
wrong, either through their own neglect or ignorance, 
or through the injurious conduct of others. They can- 
not be honest, if they witness in silence any fraud prac- 
tised upon them, either by their fellow servants, or by 
friends or strangers. Such connivance is a participa- 
iioa of the crime, although it should not be rewarded by 
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any participation of the profits. A proper feeling of 
concern for your master's welfare, would certainly lead 
you, if he were flagrantly neglectful of his affairs, to 
suggest to him in a respectful manner, your apprehen- 
sion of the consequences. What man, except a fool or 
a madman, would be offended by such an appeal as the 
following, made to him by a servant : — " Pardon me, 
Sir, if I take the liberty of expressing my fears on the 
subject of your business, which I am induced to do, by 
a sense of my own duty, and a true regard to your wel- 
fare. Your business is certainly declining, and 1 fear, 
through your being so frequently absent from it. Cus- 
tomers are offended by not meeting with the principal in 
the shop, and by finding the stock so low and ill-assort- 
ed. I am so concerned for your family, and so distress- 
ed at the idea of your doing otherwise than well, that, 
at the risk of incurring your displeasure, which I en- 
treat you not to indulge against me, for this self-deny- 
ing act of faithful service, I have determined to lay the 
matter before you, and to beg of you to give up your 
company, to look into your accounts, and attend more 
closely to your business." A servant that would do this, 
and in this manner^ is fidelity embodied, and is a treas- 
ure beyond all price. 

But faithfulness has a reference also to a master's 
time, for in many instances, time is property, and ser- 
vants may as effectually rob their masters by idleness, 
as by stealing. This is always the case where they are 
hired by the day ; and indeed, where, as in many branch- 
es of manufacture, they are paid by the piece, if by 
their idleness, they prevent their employers from execut- 
ing orders, and realizing profits, they can scarcely be 
called faithful. When you hire yourselves, there should 
be an explicit understanding, as I have already said, 
how much time you are to render for the stipulated wa- 
^es, and when this is known, all that by indolence you 
keep back, is just so much of your employer's property 
stolen from him. 

Faithfulness has regard to the reptdalion of your mas- 
ter or mistress. You have their character in your hands, 
and by calumny and falsehood, may, if such a malicious 
disposition were in your heart, do them c.c^tl^v^^x'^V^ 
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harm, either by stating what is absolutely false, misre- 
presenting what is true, magnifying what is little, or ex- 
aggerating what is insignificant. Remember, it is the 
utmost excess of base conduct, and the wickedest kind 
of dishonesty, to attempt to rob them of their good 
name. 

Then there are also secrets which it would be a very 
unfaithful act in you to disclose. Workmen, clerks, 
and apprentices, are guilty of great impropriety, if they 
communicate the private arts of their master's business, 
or lay open his connexions to any one. Such an act, 
is by common opinion, an instance of criminal treache- 
ry. Female servants ought not to tell to others, what 
they see and hear in the families where they are placed. 
It is to be apprehended, that much of the gossip, and 
many of the reports, which circulate so much slander 
and detraction through society, are to be traced up to 
this source. You are not forbidden to form friendships 
with your fellow servants in other families, but to meet 
merely for the purpose of exchanging intelligence from 
the respective households in which you live, is highly 
censurable. You should maintain the stiictest silence 
on these affairs, and not allow the most busy and inquis* 
itive curiosity of others, to draw any thing from you. 
Nor are you to tell these matters, as is oflen done, to 
one particular friend ; for she may tell them to one more, 
till at length the affairs of the family are matter of pub- 
lic notoriety. Your admission into a family is attended 
with an implied condition, that you are to keep all its 
secrets. 

6. Diligence is another duty, but is so necessarily 
connected with honesty, and indeed, so essentially a 
a part of it, that much need not be said, in addition, 
to illustrate and enforce it. The slothful servant is a 
wicked one, for in some instances, more mischief may 
be done by a day's idleness, than others may be able to 
undo by a year's exertion. The habits of a sluggard 
are very unfriendly to your own reputation, and to the 
conifort of the family by whom you are employed. £}ar- 
ly rising is absolutely indispensable, if in addition to tha 
duties of your station, you would attend to the salva* 
tiou of your soul. A|id vriU you uot sacrifice half an 
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liour's sleep, for the purpose of seeking glory, honor, 
immortality and eternal life ? Diligence is opposed to 
sauntering, inactive, and gossiping habits ; to a slow, 
reluctant, grudging way of doing your work. A dis- 
position to stint your labor, to do as little as you possi- 
bly can, and to do that little, in a careless, unneat, half- 
finished manner, is a great blemish in your character, 
and will be sure to militate against your interest. 

6. Gratitude ybr kindness shown you is very incum- 
bent. 

You ought to be thankful for having your faults point- 
ed out, and not resentful, as too many are, towards 
those who aPO kind enough to shew them what is wrong. 
If you h&ve received kind attentions in sickness, and 
have discovered a constant solicitude on the part of your 
employers to soften as much as possible your labor, and 
to render you comfortable in your situation, you should 
convince them that their attentions are not thrown away 
upon one, who is insensible to their kindness. Especi- 
ally if they have taken pains to promote your interests, 
by Warning you against bad company, or by endeavor- 
ing to correct your bad practices, you should be grate- 
ful for their pains, and endeavor to comply with their 
advice. 

7. In all such cases as those mentioned, where your 
masters and mistresses are your friends, and confer ob- 
ligations by their kindness, you should be truly and cor- 
dially ATTACHED to them, 

Where there is really nothing to produce attachment, 
you cannot be expected to feel any. You cannot be 
required to feel gratitude, where you have received no 
favors ; nor to cherish affection, where you have met 
with no indulgence. But all masters and mistresses are 
not tyrants, as some of you know by experience ; for 
you have found in them, something at least, of the kind- 
ness of a second father or mother. Here there are cer- 
tainly strong claims upon your affection, as they have 
cared for you with the kindness of parents, you should 
serve them with the deep interest and devoted attach- 
ment of children. We have a right to expect, in such 
instances, that as we have studied your comfort, you 
would study ours ; that when sickneaa \wn^^^^ ^>» 
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frame or our family, you will minister at the sick bed 
by night or by day, not grudging your ease or your 
sleep, so that you might do us good ; that when losses 
diminish our property and our comforts, you will most 
tenderly sympathise with us, mingling your tears with 
ours, and be willing to share with us the reduction of 
our usual plenty and gratification ; that, in short, in all 
our afflictions, you will be afflicted with us, and be the 
sharers of all our joys. We did not, and we could not 
bargain with you for such a duty as this ; affection can- 
not be made an article of a money contract ; it must be 
given, or it is worth nothing,, and indeed, bought and 
sold it cannot be. Instances of a generous afiec- 
tion of this kind, we have perhaps all known ; , 
instances of servants so attached to their masters i 
and mistresses, as to follow them, and remain in 
their service through all the vicissitudes of fortune ; as to 
descend with them from the lofly eminence, and luxurious 
gratifications of prosperity, down into the lowly, and de- 
solate, and barren vale of poverty, there to sufier want 1 
with them ; as to leave their native land, and cross the 
seas, and dwell in a foreign country with them ; as even 
to find in their love to their master andmistress, a prin- | 
ciple and a feeling, that reconciled them to all the suf- 
ferings they endured on their account. I know a ser- 
vant, who when her master failed in business, brought 
down her little hoard of savings, amounting to nearly 
thirty pounds, and entreated him, with tears, to accept 
and apply it for the comfort and relief of his family. 
" Sir," said a lady to a minister who called upon her m 
sickness. " that girl," alluding to her servant, "who 
has just left the room, is a greater comfort to me, thnnl 
can express. She watches me with the affection of a 
daughter, and the care of a nurse. When my com- 
plaints make me peevish, she contrives something to 
soothe me. I often observe her taking pains to discover 
what would add to my comfort, and often am presented 
with the thing I wished for, before I express it in words. 
I live without suspicion, for I perceive her to be consci- 
entious, even to scrupulosity ; my chief complain'. Js, 
that she takes too much care of me, that I cannot make 
ber take sufficient care oi Yvex^eYi?'^ 
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Servants, look at this character, admire it, imitate it. 
Thirdly. JTiere a/re duties which servarUa in the same 
family owe to each other. 

There ought to be no tyranny nor oppression exercised 
My one over the other. This is often the case in those 
families which employ a numerous retinue of domes- 
ticS| and which admit the distinction of superior and in- 
ferior servants. There is sometimes in such households, 
a system of great cruelty carried on, altogether unknown 
to the master. Some poor creatures are degraded into 
the condition of a slave to the other servants, and drag 
on a miserable existence, under the heavy yoke which 
has been imposed upon them, by an unfeeling minion, 
who stands before the master's eye, and has always his 
ear at command. 

Strive to agree with each other ^ for families are oflen 
disturbed by the quarrels of the servants ; and the up- 
roar in the kitchen, is distinctly heard by the guests m 
the parlor. You should bear with one another's infirmi- 
ties, and never take delight in thwarting each other. In- 
stead of finding pleasure in converting the infirmities of 
any one into a means of annoying, and a source of vex- 
ation to her, carefiiUy avoid whatever, by appealing to 
these imperfections, or bringing them into notice, would 
render the subject of them, irritable or sullen. Never 
tease one another, which is too ofi:en done, especially 
where an individual it known to be petulant. The worst 
consequences have sometimes arisen from this practice. 
A few days ago, I saw an individual put to the bar of his 
country, upon an indictment for manslaughter, under 
the following circumstances. — His fellow servants, 
aware of his petulant disposition, provoked him by soma 
petty vexations, till, in his rage, he hurled a hammer at 
them, which struck one of them in the head, and inflict- 
ed a wound of which he died. 

JSever bear tales to your employers j for the purpose of 
exciting a prejudice eigainst each other, and ingratiating 
yourselves into their favor. A supplanter is a most 
hateful character, at once despicable and despised, 

At the same time, you are not to connive atstn ; if your 
fellow servants do any thing wrong, either in the way of 
dntnkenness^ lewdness^ or diahoueaty ,70x11 q^^SX.V»1^'^« 
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master to make him acquainted with the fact. You are 
dishonest if you concesd the dishonesty of others, and 
you are a partaker of those vices, which you allow to be 
perpetrated under your notice, without making it known. 

Servants thai make a profession of religion^ have great 
need to conduct themselves with singular propriety. 
Towards their masters and mistresses there should be 
the deepest humihty, and the very reverse of every 
thing that bears even a distant resemblance of spiritual 
pride. There must be no consciousness of superiority, 
no air of importance, no affected sanctity : but a meek, 
modest, unobtrusive exhibition of the influence of reli- 
gion, in making them strictly conscientious and exem- 
plary in the discharge of all the duties of their station. 
Their piety should be seen, not only in a constant anxie- 
ty to attend to the public means of grace, and in a reg- 
ular performance of the private duties of religion, but 
also in making them more respectful and obedient ; more 
meek and submissive ; more honest and diligent, than 
all the rest. That servant does not adorn the doctrine 
of God her Saviour in all things, who does not shine in 
her sphere cls a servant. There are orcasiona when you 
may seek to do good to those who employ you, if they 
are yet living without the possession of piety, {astan- 
ces have ox^curred, in which such as you, have been the 
instruments of converting their employers : and a visi- 
ble, but unostentatious exhibition of eminent and con- 
sistent piety, supported by as eminent a discharge of the 
duties of your station, followed by a modest and judi- 
cious introduction of the subject when a suitable occa- 
sion presents itself, may, by the grace of God, be bles- 
sed for the salvation of your master and mistress. 

If, on the other hand, your profession of religion be 
not supported by consistency ; if it render you proud, 
conceited, and consequential ; if it be accompanied by 
an unsubdued temper, or by habits of inattention to the 
duties of your place ; if it makes you troublesome 
about your religious privileges, so that in a time of em- 
ergency or sickness, you will not give up a single ser- 
^mon without murmuring and suUenness, you do not glo- 
rify God, but dishonor him ; you excite a prejudice 
against religion, rather than ^xoduce a \)re^ossession in 
ts favor. 
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Towards your fellow servants you should be meek, 
obliging, and generous ; assuming nothing on the 
ground of your piety, never disgusting them by any ap- 
parent consciousness of superior sanctity, but at the 
same time, never scrupling to let them know and see 
that you fear God. Timidly to conceal your regards to 
the claims of religion, or vauntingly to acknowledge 
them, would equally excite a prejudice ; but to yield to 
them with a firmness, that ridicule and opposition can- 
not bend, a consistency 'that scrutiny cannot impeach, 
and a humility that the reproached conscience of those 
who are offended, cannot misrepresent, will be sure to 
raise admiration, and, by the blessing of God, may pro- 
duce imitation. 

Are any of your fellow servants living in the neglect 
of religion, it is your duty, in a solemn and affection- 
ate manner, to warn them. '^ I knew a religious ser- 
vant," says Mr. Janeway, " that after other endeavors 
for the conversion of one of his fellows had proved in- 
effectual, spent some time at midnight to pray for him, 
and being very importunate, his voice was heard in the 
next chamber, where the object of his pious solicitude 
lay, who, on hearing the voice of entreaty, rose from 
bed to listen, and was so struck with the affectionate con- 
cern that was breathed out for him, that he was convert- 
ed by the prayer." 

Let me now, in conclusion, exhort you to attend to the 
duties which have been set before you. It may be felt 
as a motive to this, to consider that though you are ser- 
vants, you are not slaves, as was the case with those 
who are addressed by the apostles, in their inspired wri- 
tings. Yes, fhcy were slaves, and yet are they admon- 
ished to give honor and service to those, who held them 
by a tie which they could not break. You are free, and 
your labor is voluntary ; you sell it for a stipulated price, 
and are not degraded by your situation : nothing can 
degrade you, but bad conduct. Your interest lies in 
the faithful discharge of your duties. This will secure 
to you peace and serenity of mind, the respect and at- 
tachment of your employers, the esteem of the public, 
the testimony of conscience, and the approbation of God. 
You will thus help to diffuse happ\ii^a»V\iio>\^'^'^^^iissi:" 
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ilies in which you reside ; for a good servant is dfcae of 
those springs of domestic comfort, and dailj refreshes, 
by its pure and pleasant stream, the members of the lit- 
tle community in the house, who, in return, will do what 
they can to promote your present comfort, and provide 
fur your future support, when the days of sickness, and 
the years of old age shall come upon you. And remem- 
ber that God is every where, and his eye is always upon 
you, " He compasseth your path, and knoweth your 
down sitting and up rising, and there is not a word upon 
your tongue, but he knoweth it altogether." You may 
have an absent master, but you cannot have an absent 
Grod. And ho cites your conscience to his side, to take 
a correct copy, and lodge it in your bosom, of the record 
of your actions, words and feelings, which he writes 
down in the book of his remembrance. Time is short, 
life is uncertain, death is at hand, and the judgment ap- 
proaching, when it will be of no consequence who was 
master, and who was servant, but only who was holy 
and faithful. God is now your witness, and will be 
hereafter your judge. Have the promises and the 
threatenings of the great master, little efficacy ? Are 
heaven, glory, anu eternal happiness worth nothing ? 
If so, what think you of condemnation, wrath, and ever- 
lasting misery ? If the former signify little, do the lat- 
ter signify no more ? Then, I must confess, I know 
not what further to say, for I have exhausted the differ- 
ences of time, and the varieties of eternity ; I have 
spread out the miseries which sin brings, and the pleas- 
ure which holiness produces upon earth ; and have ad- 
ded to this the consideration of the eternal torment 
which iniquity draws upon itself in hell, and the ever- 
lasting felicity which religion conducts the soul to enjoy 
in heaven : — what more can I add — but simply to say, 
choose ye, whether to you it shall be said in the last day 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, " Thou wicked and sloth- 
ful SERVANT, DEPART ACCURSED FROM MK INTO EVER- 
LASTING FIRE,. PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS AN- 
GELS ;'* or "Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, ENTER thou INTO THE JOY OF THY LORD." 
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